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THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH

Recent Advances plus

Centre for Tropical Veterinary

RECENT ADVANCES AND CURRENT
CONCEPTS IN TROPICAL
VETERINARY MEDICINE

The intensive updating course in
tropical veterinary medicine

4-16 April 1993

Designed specifically for senior veterinarians
and featuring over 30 internationally recognised
specialists, this two-week residential course re-
views recent advances in animal health in the
tropics and considers their implications, along-
side current concepts in the organisation of ani-
mal health and production programmes.

Topics covered include :

« molecular biotechnology  * ticks and tick-borne
diseases

« new techniques in disease + trypanosomiasis
diagnosis

« veterinary epidemiology  * helminth diseases

* computer-assisted data + bacterial diseases
processing

* poultry diseases « viral diseases

For further details, please contact :
Hamish Macandrew, UnivEd Technologies Ltd

16 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh EH8 9LN, Scotland, UK
Tel. (0)31-650 3476; Fax (0)31-650 3474; Telex 727442 (Unived G)

Four up enior tropical

Livestock Data-handling and Analysis

21 March - 2 April 1993

= a two-week starter/refresher course enabling
and animal tocarry

out an initial analysis of data, to interpret sta-

tistical material and to communicate effectively

with statisticians.

28 March - 2 April 1993

- a one-week course enabling participants to de-
velop an awareness of the various disciplines and
skills necessary for successful project management.
Livestock Extension Methods

18-30 April 1993

= featuring communication theories; farming
systems research and rapid rural appraisal; the
range of extension approaches; organisation of
extension resources; evaluation.

Current Techniques in the Laboratory Diag-
nosis of Infectious Diseases of Ruminants
18-30 April 1993

= co-organised by the Moredun Research Insti-
tute and the Scottish Agricultural College Vet-
erinary Services, this course progresses from
animal sampling and necropsy techniques,
through modern laboratory diagnosis of bacte-
rial, mycoplasmal and viral infections.

NEW BOOKS
C.A.B. International
Manual of Sheep Production in the
Humid Tropics of Africa

Translated by Alan Lesson
Projects for the development of small ruminant eep arenow underway
inmany counirie in tropical Aftca. While this trend is occumn% e il zones, itis especially s01in the
humid and subhumid tropics, di an ical factors may be major impediments
to the development of cattle or pig production. ‘There 1 thirefore a growing need for information on sheep
production in tropical regions.

September 1992 200 pages Paperback
ISBN : 0 85198 795 8 Price : $14.95 (US$28.50 Americas only)
Review of Porcine Reproductive And Respi d
(“Blue Ear” Disease / Mystery Pig Disease / SIRS. / P EARS)
Revised : July 1992 Author : M.J. Meredith.

Continually updated booklet. The latest version can be obtained from P.D.LC. by sending cheque for $10 (USS
20) payable to “University of Cambridge”. Comments, criticisms and contributions are welcomed.
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EDITORIAL

The Pan Commonwealth Veterinary Conference held at Harare, Zimbabwe
in 1990 was not only unique in many ways, it was probably the only such
Veterinary Conference wherein two heads of states were present at the
inauguration (President of The Gambia, Sir Dawda Jawara and President
of Zimbabuwe, Dr. Robert Mugabe) but also heralded a new era of CVA
activity. It is perhaps also the only conference wherein the resolutions are
being taken seriously and also implemented one by one.

Last year we saw the Workshop on Fertility problems in Small Village
herds being held in Malaysia, the publication of the Dean's Committee
Report and the Directory of Livestock Training Schools in the Cﬂmmaw

wealth is also ready for p ion. Another
the Harare resolution on women farmers especially of Africa was nnple—
mented with the West African C Veterinary

Conference being held at Accra, Ghana from September 8-12, 1992. The
theme of the conference was "Small Ruminant Production-The Role of
Wormen . Adetailed report of this important workshop is printed elsewhere
in this issue.

It is heartening to note that there is so much activity in theCV A, fulfilling
the aims and objectives of the association, as well as following the ideals of
the Commonuwealth Foundation.

This year the CV A will continue its activity with an Executive Committee
meeeting in Ottawa, Canada during March followed by a Workshop of the
Australasian Region on Animal Quarantine at Wellington, New Zealand.

The passing away of Dr. Choquette, was a shock to all of us, as we all had
an affectionate relationship with him in the CVA.

The CVA this year will have three new executive members Miss. Laura
Bowen, UK/Mediterrancan, Dr. William Amanfu, West Africa and Dr.
Keith Aniel, Canada/Caribbean. All these members are well known in their
own region and their presence in the executive will definitely strengthen
and help the CVA in its activities

In response to my appeals there has been very good feedback from the
vegions for the news and the EC members have also been very helpful in

the regional ives and council members to send the
‘news from their countries and regions. Dr. Bakary Touray, Dr. Bill Pryor,
Dr. Bert Stevenson and Dr. ].T. Blackburn have been of tremendous help in
providing material for the News.

1look forward to your continuous support during this year and the coming
years.

Wish you a Happy and Prosperous New Year

S. Abdul Rahman
January, 1993 Editor
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President's Column

Itwas with deep sorrow that the CVA received the sad news of the death of our Past-President and Honorary
President for Life, Dr Laurent Choguette, Dr. Choguette was one of the Founding fathers of the CVA and he
played an active role in different capacities, retiring as its President in 1988. It was in recognition of his
contribution to the CVA that he was elected Honorary President for Life after his retirement from active duty.
This sad news came as the Executive of the CVA was planning to call on him during the next Executive
Committee meeting to be held in Canada next March. Both the Secretary/Treasurer and myself have
addressed separate letters of condolence to Mrs. Gladys Choquette, on behalf of all the members of the
Association. May his soul rest in peace.

Arrangements for the next Executive Meeting are in the final planning stages and the Secretary/Treasurer
has invited submissions for the agenda from Executive Committee members. I do hope that Council members
and others will feel free to communicate with their Regional Representatives on matters that they would wish
the EC 1o consider. Suggestions on how to further strengthen the Association will be most welcome.

It is reassuring that significant progress has been made in the payment of subscriptions by member
associations to the CVA. Since our Association is in the main a self-help organisation designed to assist
colleagues in the less endowed parts of the Commonwealth in particular, I would urge all member
associations to live up 10 their obligations. This would be the most concrete way of demonstrating our
commitment to the ideals of the CVA.

We continue 1o make progress on the implementation of the Forward Plan mainly based on the various
resolutions of the Harare Conference. With the holding of the Canada/Caribbean Regional Workshop on 23-
27th November, the two scheduled regional activities for 1992 would have been implemented. Funds are now
being sought for six other projects ready for execution. These are clear indications of the determination of
the Executive Committee to face up to the task of keeping the CVA as one of the most active Professional
Organisation in the Commonwealth. You can all contribute towards this by participating fully in CVA
activities. I therefore urge readers to get more involved and keep in touch with CVA Council members. We
need your ideas...

As I welcome the three new members of the Executive Committee- Ms Laura Bowen, representing the UK/
Mediterranian Region, Dr. William Amanfu representing the West African Region and Dr. Keith Amiel
representing Canada Caribbean Region, I would like to thank the outgoing members for their contribution

Finally, may I wish all our readers a happy new year, good health and success in 1993.

Bakary N. Touray
January 1993 President
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CVA Activity REPORT 1991-92

The Secretary/Treasurer of CVA has circulated
the following Activity Report of the CVA for
the year 1991-92.

The major activities of the year included re-
gional workshops, the implementation of the
resolutions of the Harare Conference and the

i of a firm basis for
the association.

Level”. It included
actual village visits,
participation in a
practical field day and
a brainstorming ses-
sion on ways to im-
prove livestock production. The conclusions
have been published in CVA'News and the
Region is to pursue this programme.

The organisers also arranged to hold an
“International Seminar on Veterinary

Ad iSO &

Major efforts have been made in the past year to
increase the number of associations which are
financial and CVA has strongly espoused the
philosophy of self-help among members. Sig-
nificant progress has been made with subscrip-
tions. One year ago seven countries were finan-
cial; at the end of the 1991-92 financial year
there are twenty-eight. CVA has firmly set in
place a policy that member countries must be
financial for the preceding two years before
they enjoy financial support to participate in
CVA activities.

A survey of all members was conducted during
the year to explore programme delivery, com-
munication and future policy needs. This will
provide the Executive with valuable information
and the results will be published in the July 1993
CVA News. Without doubt communication has
been found to be one of the major problems. A
number of new work programmes have been put
forward to be considered by the Executive.

Regional Workshops

1 The Asian Region held their workshop in
Bangalore, India in November 1991. The
theme of the workshop was : “Identification
of Small Farmer Production Systems for
improving Livestock Production at Village

dicine in Wild and Captive Animals” on
the days following in which all CVA par-
ticipants also took part. Also held was the
CVA Asian Regional Meeting where press-
ing matters were discussed. One major
benefit was agreement within the Region on
the level of CVA subscriptions, the current
year being probably the first time that all
member countries have become financial.

N

The West African Regional Meeting was to
have been held but due to some communica-
tion and organisational problems, has had
tobe deferred until September 1992 in Ghana.
The theme is to be : “Improving Small Ru-
minant Production at the Village Level - the
Role of Women” (Ed. It has since been held)

Major Components of Workplan

A summary of progress on the CVA Workplan,
which has fourteen major components, is' at-
tached. I append information on those items
which are engaging CVA most actively.

1 Workshop on Methodology to Study Rumi-
nant Fertility Problems in Small Village Herds
- Prof. Jainudeen, Malaysia, Leader.

The Harare Conference identified this issue as*
amajorinhibitor to lifting small farmer income.
CVA invited Prof. Jainudeen to study the prob-
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Jem and initiate a Workshop in December 1991
i Malaysia to analyse it. Participants came
#rom Pakistan, Sri Lanka, India and Malaysia.
This workshop has initiated a survey to closely
define the problems between March and July
1992 After their analysis is complete further
workshops on practical control methods are to
Be sought inother parts of Asia and in Africa.
This is a unique project, there is plenty pub-
Jished in the literature on a herd basis but prac-
tically nothing about what happens in a village
setting. Clearly problems of oestrus detection,
_ lack of males of good breeding value, manage-
ment and disease will be described and mea-
Sares to overcome such problems developed.

2. Veterinary Education

The Harare Conference considered this topic and
identifed many problems partcularly in. Africa.

5. Other

These may be deduced from the progress report
on the workplan.

Publication of CVA News

CVA has published in India editions of CVA
News in July 1991 and January 1992. An in-
creased feedback to articles and news items
published therein has been received and appre-
ciation of its content expressed with increasing
frequency. The two developments foreshad-
owed in last year’s report have now been trans-
lated into action.

1

The first personal subscriptions to CVA News
have been received this year, five so far.

2) This year we recewed our first paid adver-
tisements in CVA New:

curricular
resources, alack of accreditation between veterinary
faculties and some other specific problems. CVA
has this year conducted a survey on veterinary
education including question on implementation of
the Harare proposals for improvement. egaquacul-
ture, wildlife
animal management and disease control and im-
innutrition an aching.
meessorGavaamllton ofCanadahascompleted

in the July 1992 edition of CVA News.
3. Disaster Relief

CVA responded to the second Western Samoan

cyclone by providing a grant itsel to replace
1 member

including Canadaand Malaysia also forwarded

money. Australia has forwarded eleven boxes

of veterinary books and journals to help re-

establish the library in Western Samoa.

CVA offered assistance to Bangladesh and
Montserrat but in the event this was not re-

uired. However CVA has strongly supported
all efforts at promoting methods to ameliorate
natural disasters.

4. CVA Study Fund

CVA has built up this fund in an endeavour to
secure sufficient capital for an annual grant.
Draft regulations have been submitted to the
Foundation and a request for matching funds
made. The plan is to make the first award in
1992-93.

to maximlse cost i CVA
has introduced policy to cease printing some prof-
fered material gratis unless directly concerned with
the Commonwealth and/or with CVA.

Distribution continues as outlined in last yéar’s
report. However through certain workplan ac-
tivities CVA has learnt that some target areas
were notbeing reached and this is being rectified.

Journal, Book And Audiovisual Programme

This programme which is managed in Canada
has had another successful year. Since the reju-
venation of this programme hundreds of used
veterinary text books and journals have been
distributed to almost every country belonging
to the CVA. The organisation in Canada has
grown from a single person to a national net-
work involving all provinces and managed by
Dr Wayne Lees. Attempts have been made to
identify suitable coordinators inanumber of other
countries to expand the programme further.

Conclusion

There is little doubt that the total amount of
CVA activity has continued to grow during the
year. Preliminary arrangements are proceed-
ing for workshops in the Caribbean and in New
Zealand (Australian Region) and to hold the
deferred West African one and arrangements
for a meeting of the Executive Committee in
Canada have been receiving attention.

W.J. Pryor
Sec. Treasurer, CVA
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COMMONWEALTH VETERINARY ASSOCIATION

Stupy Funp

=)

When the CVA was founded at Southport in
1968 one of the most important activity of the
CVA was a Study Fund to help Veterinarians
from developing countries to visit other coun-
tries for higher training. Many countries were
benefited from this project. It was earlier called
the Anderson Fund named after the first Sec-
retary of the CVA Dr. John Anderson. Later, it
was named as Anderson Choquette Fund and
now it is known as the CVA Study Fund. The
following are the details of the programme.

The Fund

This fund has been established by the Com-
monwealth Veterinary Association in conjunc-
tion with the Commonwealth Foundation to
honour the contributions made by Mr John
Anderson and Dr L.P.E. Choquette in estab-
lishing and promoting the activities of the
C Veterinary

Financial support to match the funds contributed
by the C Veterinary iati
and the several national and local veterinary as-
jati ghout th willbe
provided by the Commonwealth Foundation.

The Fund is independent and separate from the
operating funds of the CVA. The money will be
deposited in an appropriate bank at the dis-
cretion of the CVA Treasurer subject to ap-
proval by the Commonwealth Foundation, to
provide income to finance the fund.

1. Purpose
Its purpose is to provide financial assistance to:

1. Veterinarians who are members of their re-

spective national association to undertake
short term study visits to schools, institu-
tions or to undertake short term study
courses in veterinary medicine, animal pro-
duction or related areas in other Common-
wealth countries.

~

. Animal Health Assistants, recommended by
the appropriate CVA Council Member and
Regional Representative, to undergo further
short term training at a school or institution
in another Commonwealth country.

It is expected that such visits will promote pro-
fessional and para-professional contacts and
provide grantees with new knowledge and ex-
pertise in their respective fields of interest.
Study proposals which will directly benefit the
rural poor and disadvantaged will receive sym-
pathetic consideration. All proposals will be
expected to describe how they will benefit the
home institution, veterinary organisation and
community. The visit is also expected to result in
abroadening of cultural experience and horizons
and to promote Commonwealth understanding.

2. Guidelines

1. Preferences will be given to visits to re-
lated Regions with ‘South-South’ move-
ments being encouraged.

2. The study period should, preferably but
not necessarily, be less than 2 weeks in
duration.

3. The study visits will be financed at a
maximum of Aus $ 2,000 including a pre-
paid air ticket for the least expensive and
most direct route.

4. Usually, although not exclusively, grants
will be limited to persons up to 35 years of
age with field experience and not available
to persons holding senior appointments.

5. Grants are provided only for periods of
concentrated study or training on a par-
ticular topic activity, and cannot be made
for attendance at conferences, meetings
etc, nor to underwrite a tour of visits to a
number of institutions.
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& It will be necessary for the host institu- tive for processing, at least 6 months
y P g
tion to agree to assist in arranging suit- pnor to the proposed visit.
able accommodation etc., within the i) 1
applicant’s ability to finance it. v Regional Representative.

7 The host supervisor will agree to provide iv) A list of travel and study visits by the
areport on the success of the visit and his applicants and the source of funding
estimate of the benefit the applicant has over the preceding 5 years to be in-
achieved from the study experience. cluded. This should be verified by the

I applicant’s employer or other suitable

8. Grantees will be expected to give one or individual.
two lectures at the host institution or Vet- g - 3
erinary Association on aspects of animal i AFld’“ca“‘fh"’:ll:e 'eq:"e" to 11’""‘:"
health and production activities in their ST
home country. These lecturers should cppitvaliofiis s fome insiohion

Y € e or national association and a letter of
emphasize how their studies in the host acceptarice from the person who will
country will benefit the rural poor and Supervise the study programme in the
disadvantaged as will as their impact host country.
upon the environment.

4. Administration

9. These lecturers and the discussions of o :

B ot otesionalandecoal Witk This will be kept simple to reduce costs and
the staff of the host institution or veteri- e:sure that da” available fundsjare applied to
Ay association will serve to furtherthe 1 ProPOsed projects:

aims and objectives of the Commonvwealth 1 Applicationsiwith! supporting (docu-
Veterinary Association. ments should, be sent to the appropri-

10. Theawards are not available for Univer- ate Regional Representative.
sity academic or research staff. i) If the Regional Representative consid-

11.  On completion of study tour a report on ers the applicant suitable, the applica-
what has been learnt is to be submitted to tion will be forwarded with appropri-
their colleagues at CVA, plus a copy to ate recommendation to the Director of
the Commonwealth Foundation. Programmes.

e iii) The Director of Programmes will se-

3. Applications lect one or more countries to be

PR ot ppatienton awarded aStudy Fund Grantand make
3 a recommendation to the President.
R pplicstions codldibe b iv) The award will be subject to ratifica-
PProp & i3 tion by the CVA President.
BOOK AVAILABLE

y
Editor Dr. Lorne E. Stephen
Pergamon Press, 1986  Price 88 £ Sterling

Due to a change in ownership of a large publishing house several copies of the above book
‘have come into the hands of the Canadian Editor, Dr. Lorne E Stephen, who is prepared
to donate them to or in ping countries who are prepared to
pay postage and packing.

For further information contact Dr. M.L. Teale, Overseas Group, British Veterinary.

No. 7, Street, London WIM OAT, UK.
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Dr. Choquette, Hon. President for Life,
CVA Passes Away

Dr. Laurent P.E. Choquette, Hon. President for Life of the Commonwealth

y Presiden p 4,
1992 at Ottawa, Canada. Dr. Choquette was the founder member of the
CVA. He graduated in the late forties and as a Parasitologist established a
wildlife pathology service and conducted many research projects in the
arctic and subarctic areas of Canada. Following the death of Dr. Anderson,
Secretary of CVA, soon after the formation of the CVA, Dr. Choquette
became the Secretary in 1968 and managed the CVA until 1984 when he was
elected as President and Dr. J. Archibald became the Secretary. In 1988 in recognition for his services
to the CVA, he was made Honorary President for Life. Dr. Choquette was a very affable person with
a sense of humour his presence at meetings and parties enlivened the atmosphere. In the death of
Dr. Choquette, the CVA has lost a very important member of the fraternity and he will be missed by
one and all in the CVA.

Dr. Choquette Remembered

Dr. Choquette with the Patron Sir Dawda Dr. Choquelte introduces Dr. 1. Blackbum,

Jawara, President of Gambia, Dr. Bakary, Programme Director, CVA to the Patron at
President CVA, is on the left. (1987) the Banjul Meeting of CVA (1987)

Dr. Bert Stevenson, Vice President, CVA (right)
Dr. Choguette with Dr. J. Archibald, former Sec./ handing over a cheque from CVMA to
Treasurer,CVA. Dr. Blackburn in the background Dr. Choquette. (1987)

at Banjul, Gambia (1987)
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ORGANISATION OF COMMONWEALTH ASSOCIATIONS
STUDY GRANTS IN DISASTER PREPAREDNESS

The Commonwealth Founda-
tion, in collaboration with the
Organisation of Common-
wealth Associations whose
President is Dr. ].T. Blackburn,
Programme Director, and Past
President of CVA, and its 30
member Commonwealth Asso-
ciations, is providing ten study
grants each of up to £2000 to
enable professionals with prac-
tical experience in disaster pre-
paredness work to travel to an-
other Commonwealth country
for a minimum of three weeks

from women are especially
welcomed.

Applications

Applications must be TYPE-
WRITTEN and include ALL of

of a Commonwealth asso-
ciation either directly or in-
directly through membership
in a national association.

Conditions

the g

- the full name, address, date
of birth, telephone and fax
number of the applicant;

an up to date curriculum vi-
tae with reference to any pro-
fessional development travel
hich the

and
expertise in the field of disaster
preparedness and management.

Eligibility

The Study Grants are available
to the following :

- women and men who are
members of Commonwealth
associations either directly
or through their national
professional association;

young mid-career profes-
Sionals from Commonwealth
countries between the age of
30 and 45 who have had lim-
ited opportunity of travel
outside their country and
who would benefit from an
opportunity to discuss their
work in disaster prepared-
ness with colleagues inanother
Commonwealth country.

applicant has undertaken in
the past five years;

two letters of reference at-
testing to the of

will be
expected to take up the Fellow-
ships within one year of being
informed of the success of their
application.

Successful applicants will be
required to prepare 1000 word
report within six weeks of the
termination of the visit, on the
findings of the study visit, for
the national and Common-
wealth associations and for the
& o

the applicant and the rel-
evance of the proposed visit
from (a) the applicant’s su-
pervisor and (b) the chair-
man of the respective na-
tional association or where
there is no national associa-
tion, a senior professional
colleague;

a description of the study
visit which the applicant
wishes to undertake, includ-
ing names of organisations
and institutions which the
applicant would like to visit;

Successful applicants will be
required to provide an account-
ing for the grant to the Com-
monwealth association which
has overall responsibility for the
administration of the grant.

Dates

All applicants must be for-
warded to the Commonwealth
association for receipt not later
than 31st March, 1993. An
interprofessional selection

a ofthe
benefits of the proposed visit;
- abudget for the visit.

Special C

committee of the Organisation
of C ociation:
e e

the successful applicants.

Administration

Special ion will be
given to candidates with expe-
Fence in working in interdisci-
plinary situations which bring
together different professions.
The ten study grants will be
awarded with a view to ensur-

ender, subject and geo-
graphlcalbalance Applications

applications will

p and requests for

must be

not be

2 Fellowships are not available
for travel between the follow-
ing countries of the Common-
wealth : Australia, Britain,
Canada and New Zealand.

3 Applicants mustbe members

either to the national associa-
tion member of the Common-
wealth association, who will
forward appropriate applica-
tions to the Commonwealth
association, or, where no na-
tional association exists, di-
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rectly to the secretariat of the
applicant’s Commonwealth as-
sociation. (In case of CVA, Dr.
W.J. Pryor, Sec./Treasurer,
CVA, Galwiji, Pryors Road,
Scotsburn, RMBN 141
Victoria, Australia 3352).

Notes

The Organisation of Common-
wealth Associations is an umbrella
body of some 30 Pan-Common-
wealth associations. It meets quar-
terly in London and undertakes
special interprofessional projects
from time to time.

The Commonwealth Founda-
tion is an intergovernmental
Commonwealth organisation
located in London which, inter
alia, provides annual grants to
some 30 Commonwealth asso-
ciations and grants to facilitate
Commonwealth cooperation in
professional development. It
is especially interested in work
of an interdisciplinary nature.

Statement of Duties In Admin-
istering The Commonwealth
Foundation Study Grants in
Disaster Preparedness

A. National Associations

Publicise the fellowships
through newsletters, press,
etc., ideally in concert with
other national associations
who are members of the
Commonwealth associations

2

Answer enquiries at the na-
tional level

£

Receive applications

o

Set up a selection committee
to examine applications

o

Send the best two applica-
tions to reach the Common-
wealth association head-
quarters no later than 31st
March 1993.

6. Write a covering letter out-
lining why the application
is being forwarded

7. Inform all applicants who
have not been successful at
the national level

8. Assist the winning applicant
in setting up her/his study
visit where necessary

B. Commonwealth Associations

(i) associations with national

branches

1. Publicise the fellowships
through  Commonwealth
newsletter and individual let-
ters to each member association

2. Answer queries

3. Receive applications from
the national members

4. Ensure that applications are
complete

5. Forward 16 copies of com-
plete applications to the
OCA selection committee
Chairperson c/o the Com-
monwealth Foundation

6. Informnational members of the
selection committee’s decision

7. Assist the winning applicant
in setting up her/his visit

8. Administer the grant on behalf
of the Commonwealth Foun-
dation and provide the appro-
priate accounting and report

9. Take action on any follow-up
whichresults from thestudy visit

10.Publish excerpts of the re-
port in a newsletter of the
Commonwealth association

(ii) associations with individual

members

1. Perform the same function as
‘nationalassociations’in Aabove

C.Organisation of Commonwealth
Association Study Grant Admin-
istration Committee

. Ascertain which members are
suitable to and would like to:
participate in the scheme

. Monitor the progress of the
competition

. Identify the six members of

the selection panel with re-

gard to a subject and gender
balance. These do not nec-
essarily have to be people
who normally attend the
quarterly OCA meetings. At
least two members of the
committee should have

handson experience in di-

saster preparedness work.

One member should be a

representative of the Com-

monwealth Foundation

Convene a meeting of the se-

lection committee to decide

oncriteria, guidelines and as-
sessing procedures for select-
ing the 10 best applications

. Distribute copies of the appli-
cations to selection panel

members at least one week be-

fore the selection committee
meeting to enable each mem-
ber to assess the applications

Prepare a list of the winning

applicants to be used for

distribution by the Com-
monwealth associations.

D. Commonwealth Foundation

. Arrange for the funds to be
available

. Publicise the availability of.
fellowships

. Sit on the selection committee
Answer enquiries/refer to rel-

evant CA

Receive and monitor accounts

and reports

Publish information about

re-

o

»

L

@

9

N

N

gL

Lo

2. Form a selection
with a view to forwarding a
maximum of two applica-
tions per country to the OCA

sults through our customary
channels eg. newsletter

. Providesupporttothe OCA an
c ealth associations.

N

selection

10
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The following books are available un-
the CVA. book programme. Write

Dr. Wayne Lees, Project Co-ordinator,
CVA Journal/Book/Audio-Visual
Programme, P.O. Box 640, Lethbridge,

JOuRNALs, Book
AnD
Aupio-visuAL PROGRAMME @3

Alberta, TIJ 3Z4, Canada
Title Authors Subject Edition __Year
Medical management of birds of prey ig e 1981
Poultry diseases and parasites Davis, Page 4 1979
Poultry production Card 1 1976
Biochemistry Lehninger 1975
Bioener, Lehninger 1971
Clin biochemistry of dom animals v2 Kaneko 1971
Harpers biochemist Martin 1981
Review of physiological chemistry arper 15 1975
Review of physiological chemistry Harper, Rodwell, Mayes 17 1979
Chenical principles Masterton, Slowinski 1973
General chem Russell 1980
B sy s 1975
Modern el chemistry Leffler 1973
Organic ch Morrison, Boyd 1974
Organic (hemis(ry Pine et al
Organic chemistry Pine et al 4 1980
Organic Chemistry & study guide Morrison, Boyd 3 1973
At of practice Bild 1972
one arow evaution n vt pract Lewis, Rebar 1979
Clin path lab manual West Coll Vet Med 1991
Diagnostic aids in nvet medicine Berrier 1961
Handbook vet cytoloy Rebar 1980
Lab profiles of sm an diseases Sodikoff 1 1981
Manual of vet clinical pathology Coffin @ 1953
Morphol canine & feline blood cells Rich 1976
Morphology canine & feline blood ich 1 1974
Morphology of blood cells Diggs et al 1954
Notes on clinical chemistry-human King et al 1983
Outline of Vet Clinical Pathology Benjamin 3 1978
Outline Vet Clinical Pathology Benjamin 2 1961
Safety Guide for lab directors Govt. of Canada 2 1977
Small animal urology Barsanti, Finco 1982
Vet laboratory medicine Duncan, Prasse 1984
Veterinary hematology 2 1965
Veterinary hematology Schalm et al 3 1975
Veterinary laboratory medicine Duncan, Prasse 2 1978
WCVM Clin path lab protocol manual CVM 1990
Altas descriptive embryology Mathews 1972
Cells and embryos Wolpert et al 1963
Developmental anatomy Arey 7 1965
Developmental Anatomy Arey 7 1966
Developmental genetics Markert, Ursprung. 1 1971
Embryology handout notes WCVM 1980
Foundations of embryology Patten 1964
Foundations of embryolo Patten 2 1964
Fund comparative embryology vert Huettner 1968
Mammalian embryol Daniel 1971
Veterinary developmental anatomy Latshaw embryology 1985
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NEW SCIENTIFIC
ASSOCIATION
A new scientific association

Lahore, Pakistan in 1882 and the
second at Bombay in 1886) is one of
the leading colleges of the country.

years a major achievement has
been made to upgrade the ser-
vice structure of livestock and

called as Indian A for
the Advancement of Veterinary
Research (IAAVR) has been
formed in India by the scien-
tists of the Indian Veterinary
Research Institute. Among
other aims and objectives of the
new association is the publica-
tion of a scientific journal.

FAVA MEETING

The Federation of Asian Veteri-
nary Association (FAVA) had
its 15th Council Meeting and its
8th Congress at Manila, Philip-
pines from November 21-25,
1992. The Commonwealth
countries that participated
were, Australia, India, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka and Malaysia. Dr.].T.
Blackburn, Programme Director
CVA, who is also the President
of the World Veterinary Asso-
ciation was an invited guest at
the conference.

CENTENARY CELEBRA-
TIONS OF CALCUTTA
VETERINARY COLLEGE

The Centenary celebrations of the
Bengal Veterinary College,
Calcutta will be held between
January 9th and 12th, 1993 at
Calcutta. The college which is the
second oldest college in India and
the third in prepartition India (first
veterinary college was started at

Ithas pr et-
erinarians, including our President
Dr. Bakary Touray.

NEW DIRECTOR GENERAL
OF VETERINARY SERVICES
OF PAKISTAN

Dr. Moha-
mmad
Yagoob
Bhatti, has
been  ap-
pointed as the
Director Gen-
eral of Veteri-
nary Services
in Pakistan.
Dr. Bhatti who obtained his B.V.Sc
from Punjab Veterinary College,
Lahorein 1949 did his postgraduate
in Poultry Science from Louisiana
State University, USA in 1962. He
obtained his Ph.D from Lyalpur,
Faisalabad Agricultural University,
Pakistan. Dr. Bhatti has over 20
years of experience of administra-
tion and researchin Pakistan Veteri-
naryServicesandunderhis dynamic
leadership veterinary servicesinPa-
Kistan are sure to progress. %

UPGRADATION OF SER-
VICE STRUCTURE OF
LIVESTOCK AND DAIRY
DEVELOPMENT DEPART-
MENT IN PAKISTAN

After a lapse of more than 17

dairy department
of Punjab, when government of
Punjab, Pakistan finally agreed
to implement the recommenda-
tions of Agriculture Enquiry
Committee 1975 as duly ap-
proved by the Council of Com-
mon Interests to treat the Vet-
erinary Graduates at par with
the Medical Doctors and Engi-
neers for purpose of pay and
prospects of promotion. The
approvals hitherto had not been
fully implemented, whereas
first entry level of veterinary
officers ‘was equated with
medical and engineering pro-
fession by placing them in 17
grades, consequent steps had
not been taken to upgrade
higher tiers of service.

CROCODILE MEAT
FROM AUSTRALIA

A protocol has been de-
veloped for the importa-
tion into New Zealand of
crocodile meat from Aus-
tralia, pending the immi-
nent notification by the
Australian authorities of
acceptance of a national
code for its production.

Sentinel News, Mar. 15, 1992
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BRIBING PAST WILD TUSKERS

Motorists driving between Golaghat in Assam and Dimapur in
“iagaland, India often have to pay a bribe to get past a road
Blockada Not in cash but in bananas.

Wild elephants block the national highway bisecting the sul-
phur spring-rich Garampani sanctuary day in and day out. No.
matter how loudly the cars and trucks honk, they don’t budge
aninch. Unless they are appeased with a bunch of bananas.

Truckers in Upper Assam invariably carry huge stocks of ba-
nanas with them to ease their way through the road blockade of
tuskers. And for those who may have forgotten the “essential
commodity”, a row of banana stalls have sprung up on both
sides of the highway.

With construction activity eating into forest areas, wild el- ¥
ephants in Assam are being increasingly forced out of their
natural habitat into areas of human settlement and movement, says the state’s principal chief conservator of
forests Mr. K.K. Barua.

The have been dit so far with elephants claiming as many as 420 lives and
destroying crops and property worth millions of rupees since 1984. This year alone, tuskers have killed 30
villagers in Upper Assam and villages on the north bank of the Brahmaputra.

Though elephants are an endangered species elsewhere in the country, their number is increasing steadily in the
north-east, forest officials point out. In fact, they say, the ban on elephant capture had led to a phenomenal rise
in the population of pachyderms in the region at a time when jungles were d ing. There are an estimated
5,000 to 6,000 wild elephants in Assam today of which 1,214 are in the Manas sanctuary and 498 at Kaziranga.

Villagers and tea garden lab d the rve forest in Jorhat district live in fear, for wild
tuskers from the forest roam about the tea belt in search of food, often crushing those who come in their way.

The forest authorities have now devised a scheme to erect low-voltage electric fencing around the reserve
forests which are close to tea gardens and other human settlements.

Sri Lanka Veterinary LEGISLATION

Association News ANational Zoo Act was passed in India
by Parliament on 16 September 1991 as
part of the Wildlife Amendments Bill.
The Act provides a mechanism for
setting up a Central Zoo Authority of
India which will specify standards for
Z0os, evaluate zoos with respect of stan-
dards, recognise or derecognise z00s, set
up and coordinate captive breeding
programmes, identify prioritiesand themes
fordisplay ofanimals, coordinatestudbook

The 45th Annual General Meeting of the
Sri Lanka Veterinary Association (SLVA
and the Scientific Sessions will be held on|
the 11th and 12th December 1992 at thd
Hotel Galadari Meredian, Colombo. Thel
Commonwealth Veterinary Association
Representative of Sri Lanka Dr. D.D)
Wanasinghe would be inducted as thel

S Lo
Dr. D.D. Wanasinghe

president of SLVA for the year 1993 by His Excellency J.R|
.Thei would be held at the Hotel

Galadari Meredian, Colombo on 11th December 1992 at 7 PM and|

would be followed by the Annual Dinner of the Association.

About 40 scientific papers would be p

maintenance, training and research activi-
ties,and provide technical assistanceto zoos
for proper management and functioning.

A National Zoo Policy was drafted last
year which provides guidelines for

at the
Sessions. His . Jayawardena would i the
B ) Cencial Meeting and the SticstificiStasions on thd
11th. Dr. Fahmy Ismail, Chief Municipal Veterinary Surgeon is the

out going President.

A detailed report of the events would be published in the July, 93 i

of the Zoo Act which
will be submitted to the Authority for
adoption. The Policy includes means
for improving species conservation,
international cooperation, and other
aspects of 00 management.
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AN ExcLusIVE UNIVERSITY FOR VETERINARY AND ANIMAL
Sciences — FirsT oF 1Ts KIND IN Asia

Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences University, Madras, India

Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences Uni-
versity, Madras, India was established on 20.9.1989
by Act 42 of Tamil Nadu Government as an exclu-
sive University for Veterinary and Animal Sciences.
The University has been constituted with three fac-
ulties viz., (i) Veterinary and Animal Sciences (i)
Fisheries Sciences and (iii) Basic Sciences. The three
constituent colleges are the legendary Madras Veteri-
nary College, Madras established in 1903, Veterinary
College and Research Institute at Namakkal and the
Fisheries College and Research Institute at Tuticorin.

Five Livestock/Poultry Research Stations, 18 Pe-
ripheral Research Centres, three Farmers Training
Centres and one Krishi Vigyan Kendra are included
in the newly formed University. The University has
since been recognised by Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research (ICAR) and University Grants
Commission (UGC) for receiving central grants.

B.V.Sc. and B.F.Sc. courses are offered at U.G. level.
M.V.Sc. in 20 disciplines and M.F.Sc. in 5 disciplines
are offered. Ph.D in 15 disciplines in the Faculty of
Veterinary and Animal Sciences and 2 disciplines in
the Faculty of Fisheries Sciences are offered. The
average student strength of the University is about
1800. Semester system of Education is being fol-
lowed. An undergraduate student (BVSc) has to
earn 215 credits in a residential period of 9 semes-
ters excluding internship and earn an overall grade
point average (OGPA) of 6.00 out of 10.00. A Masters
Degree student has to earn 55 credits in a residential
period of 4 semesters with a minimum OGPA of 7.5 out
of 10.ABF. 1 i al
period of semester and earna minimum OGPA of 6.00 out
0£10.00. A Ph.D. Degree student has to earn 75 credits in
a residential period of 6 semesters and earn a minimum
OGPA of 8.0 out of 10.00.

The Government of Tamil Nadu grants nonlapsable
grant every year for maintenance of the University.
For the year 1992-93 a sum of Rs. 123.8 million has
been granted. The University inaddition gets grants
from ICAR and also has won many research
programmes funded by external agencies. ICAR has
given a development grant of Rs. 5.3 million for
7991-92 and a grant of about 10 million is expected
for 1992-93. ICAR has sanctioned a sum of Rs. 2.3
million for various research schemes. For 1992-93
the grant is anticipated. The University has been receiv-
ing funds from other sources also for various research
programmes which amounts to Rs. 7.84 million for 1991-
92 and Rs. 2.43 million in 1992-93 so far.

Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences Uni-
versity has got very good clinical facility at the
Madras Veterinary College Campus. Average daily
attendance of small animal and large animal pa-
tients exceeds 300. Besides the Department of Clin-
ics, the Hospital is manned by referal Departments
viz., Clinical Medicine and Therapeutics, Obstetrics
and Gynaecology as well as Surgery. Referal clinics
in respect of electro encephalogram, electro cardio-
gram, opthalmology endoscopy, intensive care and
heamodialysis, accupuncture etc., are available. A
p prep: i is for heart
valve replacement n humen beings is under progress.

The Headquarters of the University will be located in
the Madhavaram campus in an area of 1333 acres. The
Government of Tamil Nadu have already approved
the site and model and sanctioned a sum of Rs. 30
million for building the new Headquarters.

The University is publishing a research journal in
English called Cheiron (bi-monthly) and a Tamil
journal “Kalnadai Kathir” (appearing quarterly).
Besides, News letter both in Tamil as well as English
is released every month by the Directorate of Exten-
sion Education, for technology transfer to the needy.
farmers in the field of Animal Agriculture. The
Scientists of the University are given full freedom to
publish the research findings in national/interna-
tional journals of choice and also given appropriate
facilities for time bound, need based, location spe-
cific and farmer oriented research wherein the find-
ings could be transferred through the Peripheral
Research Centre of the University.

The following are the thrust areas of research of the
University :

1. Conservation of improved Germplasm of
livestock, Poultry and Fisheries through ap-
propriate technology including Frozen semen,
Embryo transfer, Genomic Library and Gene
Bank

2. Open nucleus farm for local breeds of cattle,
sheep and goats with on farm training to
farmers and distribution of accredited
germplasm to farmers.

3. Development of unconventional feeds and
fodder to spare much needed concentrates
required for higher fauna.
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Development of Probiotics to augment pro- 1. Di ducation for Educated U

duction potentials. youth including ladies for generation of self
employment.

Manipulation of rumen microbes including

Genetic engineering for better digestion and 12.  Entreprencurship developmentand develop-

better FCR. ment of Animal Industry Management tech-
nologies.

Development of Third generation vaccines to

protect Livestock, Poultry and Fisheries from 13.  Development of livestock, poultry and fish-

infectious and contagious diseases eries products.

Development of diagnostics for highly sensi- 14, Pearl culture.

tive diagnosis as well as for field application

in the form of kits 50 as to hasten the process 15. Proper utilisation

of specific diagnosis leading to appropriate Agroforestry.

action in the control of endemics/epidemics.
The Vice Chancellor of the

Preparation of “Bioprosthesis’ for human University is Dr.
heart valve replacement. Gnanaprakasam. He has
vast experience in Clinical
Development of Economics of animal agri- Medicine, and is an author-
culture by imparting need for manipulation ity on Fluid Therapy, hav-
on a economics front. ing published over fifty re-
search articles and has
Extension and training including continuing edu- authored many books.

cation to the field veterinarians as well as farmers.

After the Rat-race, Relax with a Glass of Rat-Wine

After a hard day at work, slip off your rat-fur coat, slip on your rat-skin slippers and sit
down to a meal of rat-steaks complemented by a mellow rat-wine.
Sounds unappealing ? Not to China’s Farmer’s Daily newspaper, which yesterday urged
the world’s most populous country to scurry to “develop rat resources”.
“The rat has a fearsome reputation, and has brought disasters on mankind," the official
newspaper said. “However, rich rat resources can be developed and utilised.
“Rat-meat is a high-protein, low-fat food, with calcium, iron and other nutrients”, the
newspaper continued. “It can be made into many dishes”.
Processed hairless rat from China is already a big seller in markets in Hongkongand Macau,
where it is used as an ingredient in medicinal wines.
“Rat-fur, rat-skin and rat-tails can all be used”, the Farmer's Daily said. “Rat-whiskers
can make high quality hair and writing brushes”
In China's poor province of Anhul, rats are already breeding profits instead of e
Fake mink coats fashioned out of rat-fur are selling well, while new. lines of rat-skin
leather products are also on the market.
For gentleman farmers looking to cut their costs, the newspaper suggests a recipe for rat-
atouille.
“Mashed live rat is a good chicken feed, which can shorten the production process and
reduce capital outlay”, the Farmer's Daily said.

- Strait Times Nov. 19, 1992




Australasia

Sudden Death of AVA President

Australasian Regional Workshop

The Australasian Regional Workshop onAnimal Quarantine
in the Asi held on the 16th and 17th of

The veterinar

in Australia has been
shocked by the unex-
pected death of the Presi-
dent of the Australian
Veterinary Association,
Dr. Donald Kerr. Dr.
Kerr, aged 46, who died
suddenly at his home in
November 1992, was a
staff member of the Department of Farm Ani-
mal Medicine and Production at the Veterinary
School, University of Queensland. He was
Superintendant of the Teaching Veterinary
Practice at Dayboro, Queensland.

be
DEe Loeh Ty line o New oot e st
include the of major
trade in animals and animal products in the region, e
formation of worl ups to suggest solutions, the devel-
opment of a workplan and the allocation of specific tasks to
of resolutions. Visits to
several New Zealand quarantine facilities are included in the
program. It is hoped that through this workshop, CVA can
‘make a significant contribution to regional trade in animals.
and animal products.
The workshop s timed to comclde i
the NZVAon
Jiine 15th towhich all CVA delegates have been e
hoped that Councillors and other representatives from Ma-
laysta, Singapore, Hong Kong, Papua New Guinea, Solomon
Islands, Vanuatu, Western Samoa, Tonga, Australia and New
Zealand will attend as well as observers from Fiji and the
South Pacific Commission.

NEW BUILDING OF NZVA

NZVA’s new premises in Boulcott Street, Wellington,
were opened by Her Excellency Dame Catherine Tizard,

Governor-General, at a ceremony on 6 August 1992.

In her speech to the assembly of distinguished guests,
Dame Catherine Tizard referred to the importance to
New Zealand of NZVA's objective and balanced stand on

the animal welfare debate.

Because of our reliance on animal husbandry for much of this

country's income, the objectivity and balance provided by the

Veterinary Association is important to us all", she said.

Her Excellency, Dame Catherine Tizard,
Governor-General of New Zealand, unveiling
e ommemoratve plague

‘Considering the Association’s trackrecord, Iam

will

and advisor on animal health and welf: ti

inaddition to the clini

land gocd husbandry aspects of

the work which the Association’s members are involved in on a daily basis, she said.

President of NZVA Dr. Jim Edwards explained that the

moved to from

Hamilton 15 years ago and its permanent new home will be the focal point for its national activities.

Dr. Edwards took the opportunity of the opening ceremony to confer Honorary Life Membership of
the Association on Dr. Brian Cooper of Palmerston North.

Dr: Cooper recently retired after 40 years in the veterinary profession, and the life membership
recognises his considerable contribution to many aspects of veterinary science in this country.
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NEew OFFICE BEARERS OF MALAYSIAN VETERINARY

ASSOCIATION
Prof Dr Abdul Latif Ibrahim President
Dr Hadi Dato’ Hashim Past President
Dr Abdul Rahman Md. Saleh Deputy President
DrS. Vellayan Hon Secretary
Dr Shahirudin Shamsudin Hon Asst Secretary
Dr Tan Kim Sing Hon Treasurer
Dr MK. Vidyadaran Hon Editor

Committee Member
Committee Member
‘Committee Member
Committee Member

Dr C.T.N. Fatimah Iskandar
Dr Ong Choo Teik

Dr Abd Razak Mohd Zailan
Dr Mohd Zamri Saad

BIG SUPPORT FOR LITTLE CLIENTS

Times have been tough but the Veterinary School of the University
of Queensland is delighted with the response to its Small Animal
Clinic building appeal, which has now raised $1.1 million of the
targeted $1.25 million.

Dean of Veterinary Science Professor Keith Hughes, pictured with
“client” Chindit, inspecting the second stage of construction, said
the project was on schedule for completion.

He said the appeal had received tremendous support from a very
swide donor base.

“The veterinary profession played an important role by making
donations and by making their clients aware of the value of a new,
state-of-the art clinic,” Professor Hughes said.

“But we also had support from companies, animal clubs, and from
government".

“It's been a magnificentachievement at a time of economic recession
and drought when
there’s not a lot of
disposable income
about".

“Thanks to that sup-
port weare now going
to be able to bring
veterinary training in
small-animal medi-
cine and surgery into
the 21st century.”

World Association
of Wildlife
Veterinarians

The WAWV was established to
meet the needs of veterinar-
ians involved in, or keenly in-
terested in, non-domesticated
speces, throughout the world.
As an Associate member of the
World Veterinary Association
(WVA), it will present sessions
at the WVA Congress. In brief,
the aims of the association are
as follows :

1. To unify those veterinar-
ians specialising in or in-
terested in captive wild
animal medicine, free living
wild-life and non domestic
animal medicine.
To hold and promote inter-
national meetings and
seminars.
. To promote the welfare of
wildlife.
. To develop close links with
those agencies concerned
with wildlife.
To promote the conserva-
tion of nature.
To coordinate and exchange
information on wildlife in re-
lation to research and teach-
ing at veterinary faculties.
To foster close relations
‘with wildlife and conserva-
tion groups.
To provide a directory of
those veterinarians in-
volved in or interested in
wildlife and those institu-
tions providing education
in wildlife medicine.
To assist and encourage
veterinary students intér-
ested in the Association.

WAWYV membership subscrip-
tion is £10 sterling (or the US
dollar equivalent).

For further details write to :
A.W. Sainsbury, Secretary,
WAWY, The Institute of Zool-
ogy, Regents Park, London,
NW1 4Ry, UK.
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NEW GRADUATE ASSISTS
WESTERN SAMOA

Dr. Keryn Cresswell, a graduate from the
Massey Veterinary Faculty, has gone to West-
ern Samoa, under the auspices of the World
Society for the Protection of animals. She will
be the only veterinarian on theisland of Savai'i.
Although unsure, before she left, of what to expect, Dr. Keryn did
know that the facilities there would be basic. Dr. Keryn lived in
Samoa during her high school years, so she is familiar with the
way of life and hopes to pick up the language quickly.

NZVA decided to spend $1,000 on requested materials and instru-
ments and Chemstock and Provet offered generous discounts on
the goods they supplied. Since then Lester Veterinary Imports has
given the WSPA a generous discount on an anaesthetic machine
for Dr. Keryn to take with her. Many Auckland veterinarians also
generously donated surgical instruments

DRr. W.J. PRYOR
HoNOURED

Dr WJ Pryor has been
elected by the Council of
the Royal College of Veteri-
nary Surgeons to be an
Honorary Associate of the
College. This is the highest
honour that the College can

NEw PRESIDENT OF NEW ZEALAND
'VETERINARY ASSOCIATION

Dr. Jim Edwards has been elected as the
President of NZVA. He is employed by MAF
Regulatory Authority as National Adviser
(Exports), based at MAF Head Office in
Wellington. His work involves developing
and negotiating with importing countries
protocols for the entry of New Zealand ani-
mals, embryos and semen. He is closely in-
volved in ensuring the smooth operation of
the important live sheep trade with Saudi
Arabia.

For the first 13 years of his veterinary career, Dr. Edwards worked
in large animal practice in the Manawatu and Rangitikei and
developed special interests in sheep and beef cattle.

award to anyone who is not
a member. There are at
present 50 Honorary Asso-
ciates, including eminent
veterinarians from many
countries and other distin-
guished persons who have
givennotable service to the
veterinary cause.

Other Australians elected
Honorary Associates of the.
College are : Professor WIB
Beveridge elected in 1963,
the late Grahame Edgar
(1963) and Professor DC
Blood (1981).

Dr Pryor has been a mem-
ber of the Council of the
c Veterinary.

Death by Chocolate

Just 4 ounces of baking ch death
in a 10-pound animal, according to the Colorado Veterinary
Medical Association. Pets cannot folerate the theobromine com-

pound in chocolate. Baking chocolate contains a higher concen-
tration of theobromine than milk chocolate, but that doesn't
make milk chocolate safe for your pets! Dogs, cats, birds and
other pets should not be allowed to eat any chocolate.

Pet Services Journal, July 1992

Association for 8 years and.
is now the Secretary Trea-
surer of that Association. |

Where s the life we iave lost in living 2
Where is the wisdom we have fost in
knowledge ?
Where s the knowledge we iave ost in
information ?

TS Eliot, Choruses from The Rock.
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Canada Caribbean

Caribbean Animal and Plant Health Information
‘Network (CARAPHIN)

CARAPHIN is a network of agricultural health profes-
5 Sl !

ihe Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agricul-
sure (IICA) and the Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA), with theassistance of Agriculture Canada
=nd technical advice from the University of Guelph. This
project is a response to Caribbean Community Ministers’
concern about losses in production and trade due to
sgcultural pests and diseases.

1988, (ICA)and idemniol

Klee Wych, mascot of
the 1994 Common-
wealth Games in
Canada, represents a
noble, intelligent;
strong, yet playful
creature, who is
closely indentified
with the Pacific Rim

2

gt (University of G
e in Trinidad & Tobago, to serve the 14  participating
ominica;
S-enada, Guyana; Haiti; Jamaica; Montserrat; St. Kitts/
Nevis; St. Lucia; St. Vincent & the Grenadines; Surinam;
‘and Trinidad & Tobago.
[ RAPHIN intends to slmngthen the region’s human
for ds Animal
Bealth pamcxpnms have developed their skills through
progresive courses in slected aspects of epxdemxolcgy

nomics), supplemented by hands i ot i
Course participants set up and organise the computers
and software provided through CARAPHIN for use in
their own countries.

The project aims to improve the flow of information
generated in the region by establishing a surveillance
reporting scheme for diseases and pests of trade signifi-
cance and through publication of a newsletter.
“CARAPHIN NEWS" provides a medium for dissemi-
nating technical information related to pest and disease
‘monitoring, that is pertinent to the Caribbean region.
An important collaborative activity with the Food and
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations is the
distribution through CARAPHIN the Caribbean Plant
Protection Commission’s database. This stimulated de-
velopment of a similar database for animal health. Both
databases
and diseases and will generate lists of those which may
pose a risk to an importing country, based on the com-
‘modity and the country of origin. As a result of the
training and computers provided by CARAPHIN, these
databases being used by national agencies.

CARAPHIN is a network of people with common prob-
lems, goals and skills. Inaddition to the training, and the
sharing ion, itis hoped that

and Island,
say the Games
organisers.

CHAIR IN ANIMAL WELFARE
ESTABLISHED AT GUELPH

The Ontarlo Veterinary Col.
lege at the University of
Guelpl\hasestabhshedachan
in animal welfare wih 2 gift
from the estate of Col.
Campbell, Col. Campbell'
widow, Mona, has contrib-

uted $500,000, which will go
into an endowment fund with

donations from other sources
to support the academic po-
sition.

Holder of the ﬁlsl Col. K.L. Campbell Chair in Animal
Welfareis Dr.Ron Downey, assistant deanof OVC. Thechair
will explore ways to encourage and support alternative
h\vetbga!we meﬂ\nds that reduce, refine, and replace the
use of animals in research, even research that is aimed at
improving the ‘quality of life for animals in general.

Dr. Downey believes veterinarians must show lead-
ership in animal welfare issues. One ofhis responsi-
bilities will be to promote the interests of the Centre
for the Study of Animal welfare, which was estab-
lished at the University of Guelph in 1990.

Col. K.L. Campbell was a notable horse breeder and
showman, but he and his wife shared an interest and
compassion for all animals. The Campbells were
among the earhesk conmbuwrs to OVC's Pet Trust

khroughCARAPHlN illfacilitat
stand against agricultural pests and diseases.

program, supports i into
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NEWS FROM CANADA

CVA Honorary President-
for-Life Passes Away

Dr. Laurent Choquette, long-time and respected
leaderof the Canadian Veterinary profession, passed
away in Ottawa, on September 24, 1992. Dr.
Choquette served as Secretary-Treasurer and
President of the CVA from 1968 to 1988, and was
named Honorary President-for-Life in 1988.

Dr. Choquette was very active in the Canadian
Veterinary Medical Association. He was president
of the Canadian Association in 1960, and acted as its.
secretary-treasurer from 1960 to 1970.

“His leadership, dynamism and imagination made
it possible for the association to take on new dimen-
sions, both nationally and internationally,” said
CVMA President Dr. Don Pulfer, “Through Dr.
Chogquette’s efforts the CVMA was present on the
international scene and very active in the CVMA.
He will be missed by his colleagues in Canada and
abroad.” Ed. also see obituary on pg. 8.

CVMA Animal Health Technician Training Program
The CVMA provides an accreditation service
for Animal Health Technician programs in
Canada. It is a voluntary program in which
post secondary institutions can participateand,
which i and

Canadian guidelines for the accreditation of
AHT programs have recently been updated and
approved by CVMA Council. The guidelines
are available from the CVMA office in Ottawa.

Changes in the National Examining Board

The National Examining Board is a service of the
Canadian Veterinary Medical Association which
administers the examinations required of every vet-
erinarian wishing to pr

nine provinces in Canada.

eterinar

As a result of an exhaustive survey designed to
clearly define what is meant by entry-level compe-

tence,
contents and marking scheme of their examinations.

The concept thata certain percentage must failand
a certain number must pass is gone. Also gone is
the measurement of 1.5 standard deviation from
the mean. Instead, there is a pass or fail result that

reflects whatis believed y
for an entry-level veterinarian to know.

Veterinarian Brings Media
Attention to Import of Sick
Puppies into Canada

Dr. Janet
Lalonde, an east-
ern Ontario vet-
erinarian, s
working hard to
make veterinar-
ians, govern-
ments, veterinary
associations, and
the public more ¢
aware of the im-
portation of sick
puppies  into
Canada. The Ca-
nadian Veteri-
nary Medical As-
sociation recog-
nized Dr.
Lalonde'stireless
efforts during an awards ceremony at the conven-
tion of . John's, Newfoundland, when shereceived
The CVMA Humane Award.

The Award, consisting of a plaque and $1,000, was
established by the CVMA in cooperation with
Coopers Agropharm Inc. to encourage implication
in the care and well-being of animals. This award is
made to an individual, veterinarian or non-veteri-
narian, whose work is judged to have contributed

New Regional Representative

Dr. Keith Amiel, Coun-
cil Member of Jamaica,

has been elected as the |
new Regional Represen-
tative of Canada/Carib-
bean. He succeeds Drr.i
J.L. Robinson.

The XVIII Caribbean Veterinary Medical Assn.
Convention and XII PAHO Public Health Semi-
nar was held at Ocho Rios, Jamaica from 22-27
Nov. 92. Details in the July issue of the News.
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cast, Central and Southern Africa

CVA Assistance to Help Rebuild Veterinary Education in Uganda

The CVA supported Dr. David Shanon from
Edinburgh Veterinary School to allow him to help
rebuild Veterinary Studies in Uganda. The follow-
ing is the brief report by Dr. Shanon.

Second Chance

On 23rd October 1992, my wife and I returned to
Uganda after an interval of 19 years. I had been
recruited in 1972 as one of the first members of the
then recently established Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine of Makerere University.

My job in those days was to set up and run an
ambulatory clinic among local, mostly small farm-
ers with dairy livestock. Unsettled conditions, which
persisted for much of the following fourteen or
fifteen years, were responsible for us not seeking
renewal at the end of our first two-year contract.

Uganda, however, was not forgotten and eventually
family responsibilities having diminished and re-
tirement age reached, we decided to try to return
I was offered an i on

an
local terms.

This left the problem of raising money for air fares
and freight charges for our household and veterinary
effects. It was an interesting exercise to write letters
to various UK. bodies, drug firms and church
organisations, and to receive usually encouraging,
but most often negative, answers.
Makerere had app

the German Aid Agency, G.T.Z. who at present
have an Aid programme at the Veterinary School
and elsewhere in Uganda. This organisation very

kindly supplied air tickets. Meanwhile, three other
organisations had been kind enough to encourage
us by donations towards expenses or for veterinary
work in Uganda which  have credited below. These
enabled us to send off in advance numerous books
by post and to send by air freight two small trunks
of personal belongings and personal veterinary in-
struments, many of the latter having been donated
by colleagues in Edinburgh University where [ had
been working until the time of my resignation in
April 1992.

At the time of writing we have been back for less
than two weeks. My wife has been busy in the local
markets purchasing items for our new home on
Makerere Hill and I am finding out as much as I can
of what my new teaching job here will be. It promises
to be an interesting, and I hope productive, two
years during which I hope for some input into the
national programme for Privatisation of veterinary
services, the opportunity to make links with col-
leagues involved with laboratory animal medicine,
as well as playing a part in the teaching and other
activities of the Faculty. This is a beautiful and agri-
culturally productive country and one s privileged to
share in the work of veterinary education here.

David Shanon

h is most

e of il
gratefully acknowledged :

Technisch

D
(GT.Z)
British Laboratory Animal Veterinary Association
Commonwealth Veterinary Association

British Veterinary Association, Overseas Division
Christian Fellowship of Healing (Scotland)

New CVA Councillor for Zimbabwe

Following the resignation of Dr. David Batchelor, the Zimbabwe Veterinary
Association has elected Dr. J. Njika as the new CVA Councillor for Zimbabwe.
Dr. Batchelor will be remembered as the President of ZVA and CVA Councillor
when CVA held its first Pan-Commonwealth Veterinary Conference at Harare,

Zimbabwe in November 1990.
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Mapping The Genes of African Cattle

By

Jane Stevens

Science and Technology Writer ILRAD, Nairobi, Kenya

In an effort to spread the benefits
of advanced biotechnology to de-
veloping countries, an interna-
tional group of scientists has
launched a Bovine Genome Project.
The initial goal is not to develop a
leaner McDonalds’ hamburger, but
tobreed disease-resistant cattle for
farmers in sub-Saharan Africa.

Trypanosomiasis, a disease spread
by the stinging bite of tsetse fly,
every year causes sleeping sick-
ness in tens of thousands of people
and debilitates and kills millions
of cattle, causing enormous food
and economic losses.

Unlike in the United States, where
beef and dairy cattle are raised by
the thousands on large ranches,
most of Africa’s cattle are raised
onsmall farms. Many farmers own
only one or two cows. The farmers
rely on their cattle for milk and
meat, for ploughing and fertilizing
their fields, for transportation, and
for income.

Trypanosomiasis cripples the po-
tential of these farmers to produce
enough food to feed a growing
population. The tsetse fly has vir-
tually sealed off 10 million square
kilometers of land - one-third of
Africa - that is otherwise suitable
for grazing and mixed farming. In
this tsetse belt, farmers must culti-
vate by hand and carry water and
goods. (It was the widespread
presence of tsetse flies that forced
early explorers of Africa to load
cargo onto the heads of hundreds
of human porters; no pack animal
could survive the disease.) A com-

Americans would occur if a dis-
ease struck all the vehicles in two-
thirds of the United States, leaving
them dead forever on the freeways,
with no way to replace them.

Two methods are widely used to
control trypanosomiasis : drugs to
treat and prevent the disease, and
insecticides and traps to kill tsetse
flies. Both have drawbacks. Para-
sites develop resistance to the few
trypanocidal drugs available; in-
secticides damage the environ-
ment, while traps work only in
some areas and only for some
species of tsetse.

A third method, breeding cattle
that resist the disease, is the most
permanent way to control
trypanosomiasis, said Dr. Ross
Gray, director general of the In-
ternational Laboratory for Re-
search on Animal Diseases
(ILRAD), in Nairobi, Kenya.

With the Human Genome Project
pioneering biotechnological solu-
tions, ILRAD researchers estimate
that, in just five years, they can
help African farmers speed up the
pace of breeding programs to pro-
duce cattle that  resist
trypanosomiasis.

But ILRAD's scientists are racing
against time. In just 32 years, Af-
rica will be home to 1.3 billion
people, nearly four times today’s
500 million. (Many people who
think that the AIDS epidemic will
have a large impact on Africa’s
population ignore current growth

i di to the

parable economic impact to

Population Reference Bureau in

Washington, D.C., AIDS will only
slightly reduce the rate of popula-
tion growth; it won't significantly’
reduce the population.)

A 1992 study by Winrock Interna-
tional in Morrilton, Arkansas, es-
timates that in eight years, coun-
tries in sub-Saharan Africa will
need toincrease meat imports from.
today’s 110 thousand to 2.5 million
metric tons, and milk imports from:
2.5 to 10 or 15 million metric tons,
at an annual minimum cost of $ 15
billion. The Winrock study esti-
mates that to feed Africa’s growing.
population, the 45 million head of
cattle now raised in the tsetse belt
must be increased to 102 million by
the year 2025 and the cattle raised
must become more productive.

To do this, trypanosomiasis will
have to be brought under control.
The disease, however, has proven
a difficult nut to crack.

With a deep, stinging bite, tsetse
flies - which are nearly as large
and as tenacious as horseflies -
deposit tiny protozoan parasites
through their saliva into the fertile
environment of cow’s blood. One
hundred trypanosomes deposited
in a single tsetse bite multiply to
10,000 per milliliter of cow’s blood
(about a thimble-full) within a
couple of weeks. The parasites
cleverly defeat every assault made
by an animal’s immune system by
manipulating pieces of their DNA
to adopt more than 1,000 possible
different disguises. The animal’s
immune system, after defeating
one form of parasite, must launch
so many attacks on new parasite

22



CVA News E.C.S. Africa

camouflages that, unable to keep
pace, it becomes exhausted. The
animal becomes anemic, loses
weight, and stops calving and pro-
ducing milk. After lingering for
months, nearly useless, it dies.

Speeding Up the Evolutionary
Process

A degree of resistance to
trypanosomiasis has evolved over
thousands of years in a few small
cattle breeds that are able to sur-
vive and remain productive in
tsetse-infested areas. These cattle
came to West Africa five to seven
thousand years ago. Today, the
largestand most numerous of these
“trypanotolerant’ breeds - the
N’Dama - make up only five per-
cent of the 147 million cattle in the
37 countries where tsetse flies oc-
cur. Most cattle in Africa are
relative newcomers. Neither the
more popular large breeds, such
as the Boran, which arrived on the
continent about 1,300 years ago,
nor the recently introduced Euro-
pean breeds can resist disease
when infected by trypanosome
parasites.

African farmers need many more
disease-resistant animals and they
can’t wait another 7,000 years to
get them. To speed up the evolu-
tionary process, scientists are us-
ing fast-developing technological
innovations in molecular biology.
Breeding more N’Dama by con-
ventional means is not the answer,
said Dr. Alan Teale, head of
ILRAD's trypanosomiasis research
program. At present breeding
rates, it would take 15 years merely
to double the number of N'Dama
cattle existing today. This slow
zate of increase will not produce
enough animals to serve the hu-
man population by 2025. But by
breeding disease tolerance into,
other types of cattle, and by im-
proving the productivity of the
N'Dama, researchers think they
have a chance to increase livestock
productivity significantly.

In 1983, ILRAD scientists success-
fully implanted 10 embryos from

N’Dama cattle in The Gambia into
Boran foster mothers at ILRAD's
Kapiti Ranch, outside Nairobi. The
resulting five male and five female
calves became the core of a breed-
ing herd. Experiments conducted
by scientists from ILRAD and
other members of the African
Trypano-tolerant Livestock Net-
work, including the International
Livestock Centre for Afgica in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and the

the entire genome, gene by gene-a
daunting task. “Nobody’s inter-
ested in sequencing the complete
bovine genome,” said Teale. “We
want to take shortcuts to get to
those parts that we're interested
in. Some years ago, Morris Soller
of the Hebrew University, in
Jerusalem, and his colleague Jacqui
Beckmann suggested using genetic
markers to find trypanotolerance
genes in much the same way that

medical used markers

Ty
Center in The Gambia, confirmed
that the N’Dama suppress the
growth of trypanosomes in their
blood and the development of the
disease. Most important, the tests
showed that the ability to resist
disease is inherited.

“We don’t know exactly how the
N’Dama react to trypanosomiasis
in comparison with the Boran,”
said Teale. “We know the N'Dama
make more and better antibodies,
have better T-cell responses, and
‘makea different cytokine response
than the Boran, but we don’t yet
know the significance of these re-
sponse.” The significance won't
be understood until the gene or
genes that control trypanosomiasis
are found. But ILRAD scientists
don’t need to go that far todevelop
better cattle for African farmers.

Finding Genetic Markers for Dis-
ease Resistance

In 1984, scientists wanting to de-
termine how genetic information
is conserved among different spe-
cies compared human and mouse
DNA with a cow’s. They found
that the DNA of people and cattle
is more similar than that of people
and mice.

“What that means,” said Dr. Jim
Womack, at Texas Veterinary
Medical Center at Texas A & M
University in College Station, a
geneticist who did pioneering
work with cattle genes and is in-
volved in the Bovine Genome
Project, “is that we can piggyback
on the Human Genome Initiative.”
Scientists working on the human
genome eventually want to map

to find the genes that cause cystic
fibrosis and muscular dystrophy.”

Genetic traits, such as resistance
to disease, can be identified and
linked to other traits in several
ways. The white head of a Here-
ford cow is a physical marker.
Blood types are biochemical
markers. Genetic markers - pieces
of DNA that differ among indi-
viduals in size and composition -
are more specific types of markers.
Just as bar codes on grocery
products mean nothing in them-
selves until they’re associated with
a product, genetic markers mean
nothing until they’re associated
with a trait, such as trypanoso-
miasis resistance or susceptibility.
The first step for the gene mappers
is to find the one or two genetic
markers that always show up in
the DNA of trypanotolerant cattle.
Breeders can then use those
markers in a simple genetic test to
select the animals that are likely to
be carrying the genes for resistance
to trypanosomiasis.

“We need about 200 properly
spaced markers,” said Womack,
“and we’ll have an almost 100
percent chance of finding a marker
linked to trypanotolerance.”-

Last year, geneticists working in-
dependently on bovine genome
projects in eight laboratories
around the world gathered in
Nairobi to plan and coordinate
their efforts. They plan to identify
200 markers by the time the first
animals in a special herd being
produced at ILRAD are ready for
testing. The markers will be used
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to select for other traits, as well
“The work will give us a map of the
cow thatis useful for other purposes,”
said Womack, citing projects under
way in the United States, Israel and
the United Kingdom to find genes
responsible for Brucellosis resistance,
improved milk production, and su-
perior beef quality.

Producing the Genetic Resources

To produce the cattle needed for
the gene mapping project, bulls
from ILRAD’s core herd of 10
trypanotolerant N'Dama were
crossed with Boran cows, which
are susceptible to trypanosomiasis,
in an accelerated breeding pro-
gram using embryo transfer tech-
nology. The cows were induced to
produce more eggs than normal
The eggs were fertilized by arti
cial insemination and the embroys
implanted in foster Boran mothers
for gestation. Cross-breeding of
the resulting first-generation
calves (the Fl1s) was begun in
February 1992. The first group of
second-generation calves will be
born this November. The F2s will
be exposed to trypanosome para-
sites and their DNA analyzed in
November 1993. By 1996, all 160
cattlein the F2 generation will have
been challenged with parasites and
had their DNA tested.

The breakthrough technology that
will enable ILRAD scientists to
identify genetic markers rapidly
and inexpensively was reported
only a few months ago in research
to identify disease-resistant plant
genes. Called “bulked segregant
analysis,” the method uses RAPDs
- random amplified polymorphic
DNA markers - a technique devel-
oped three years ago.

By themselves, RAPDs are diffi-
cult to use, said Teale, because
there are so many pieces of DNA
associated with each marker
sample. But by pooling and ana-
lyzing all the DNA from the most
resistant cattle in one test, and all
the DNA from the least resistant
cattle in another, Teale is hoping
that markers linked to trypanoso-
miasis resistance will stand out.

“This method doesn’t tell us which
genes control trypanotolerance,”
said Jack Doyle, ILRAD’s deputy
director general, “but for breeding
purposes, it tells us enough.”

Adding a word of caution,
Womack said, “The only thing that
could keep this project from work-
ing is if trypanotolerance is con-
trolled by a large number of genes,
instead of two or three.”

Despite all the high-tech equip-
ment, processes and talent re-

quired for such an undertaking,
the project’s greatest expenses - $7
million to $10 million over the next
five years - comes in producing,
maintaining and infecting with
parasites ILRAD's 160 F2 genera-
tion cattle, which will provide the
DNA needed to conduct the ex-
periments, said Doyle.

Ironically, noted Teale, when
ILRAD scientists began talking
about trying to develop
trypanotolerant cattle several
years ago, the technology was so
tudimentary that the prospect of
identifying markers and linking
them with’ trypanotolerance was
one of “an expensive, intensive,
miserable, biological analysis.”

“The whole situation’s changed
now,” he said. “The genotyping is
getting less and less expensive all the
time. But other than embryo transfer,
there are no shortcuts to breeding
cattle. The only thing slowing us
down is producing the animals.”

The tsetse fly and the disease-causing
parasites it carries make 10 million
square kilometers of Africa-an area
as large as the continental USA - in-
hospitable for farming. This tsetse
belt occurs in Africa’s humid and
subhumid regions, the very ‘eco-
logical regions that have the great-
est potential for farming and beef
ranching on the continent.

THE BABY FRIENDLY HOSPITAL INITIATIVE

WHO and UNICEF have launched
aglobal campaign to promote national
action for breastfeeding and to end the
supply of free and low-cost infant for-
mula to maternity institutions. 12
countriesincluding Kenya, Nigeriaand
Pakistan have already committed

saving the infant from diseases and
infections which kill more than a mil-
lion children each year.
Breashml.k provides the total nu-
ient requirements for the first 4 to 6
months of life, and, if combined with
eaning foods, is an in-

oal of the

initiative which is to mobilise health
care systems and health workers to
promote and support breastfeeding
and to create a demand by women for
hospitals thatencouragebreastfeeding.
Breastmilk js not only the best and
cheapest food for infants, it also pro-
tects both the child and the s

weal
valuable source of nourishment until
after the second birthday. The co-
lostrum in breastmilk provides the

ducers which led to a commitment by
the industry to end free or low-cost
supplies of infant formula tomaternity:
‘wards and hospitals in all developing.
countries by the end of 1992.

Until recently 50 many. people -
including physiciansand health work~
ers, regarded breastfeeding as an in-
convenience thatithad almost become
an endangered practice, and in many

increasein

baby’s first
ease and it prevents diarrhoea which
Kills millions of infants.

The World Health Assembly iden-
tified donated or low cost supplies of

feeding babies with infant formula,
with a corresponding decline in
breastfeeding Few health workers or
mothers appreciate the importance of
exdusxvebreasifeedmgand themater-

provides natural
Erotection or the childend avodst the
consequences of unclean practices

nnected with bottle feeding, thereby

breastmilk to maternity i
wards and hospitals as an important .
obstacle to ol couraged it as y separam\g the

tions were held with commercial pro-

after birth.
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SWAZILAND VETERINARY ASSOCIATION
Activities October, 1990 to September, 1991

Since its formation in 1974, The
Swaziland Veterinary Associa-
tion has been a regular forum
for the exchange of views be-
tween Veterinary Surgeons and

September, 1991. Visits were
made to the Bartlow Combine
Nguni Project in KwaZulu as
well as to the Hoechst Research
Farm in Malalane, RS.A. Two

Held at the Agricultural Cam-
pus of the University of
Swaziland, the seminar was
well attended by veterinary
surgeons, farmers, students,

avehicle forp theaims
of the profession in Swaziland.
Although membership fluctu-
ated with the arrival and de-
parture of expatriate veterinary
surgeons, a membership of
around twenty was maintained
representing all qualified vet-
erinary surgeons resident in
Swaziland.

During the year the member-
ship met for two Ordinary
General Meetings in January
and June, 1991 and also for the
Annual General Meeting in

social marking the

departure of S.V.A. members
were well attended and in-
cluded horse riding and a visit
to the Mlilwane Nature Reserve.

Three press releases were made
over the year on the subjects of
mange in sheep and goats,
brucellosis in cattle, and rabies.
In addition one newsletter was
published.

In September, 1991, the Asso-
ciation organised a seminar on
the “Feedlotting of Cattle”.

government and sponsors.

Papers were presented on the
“Fattening of Cattle”, “Veteri-
nary Aspects of the Feedlotting
of Cattle” and “A Perspective
on Feedlotting in Swaziland”.
An interesting and enlighten-
ing day was rounded off by a
sponsored lunch and later a
sponsored Annual Dinner.

T.D. Jagger
Secretary, Swaziland
Veterinary Association
June, 1992

The Mauritius Veterinary Association

Veter

on 9th February

by Act

mary,
of Parliament on Z7th May 1974. The Assoqancn is governed by a consnmnon based on that of the British Veterinary

Association. An

arly i

the good running of the Association. At

h
who have rendered outstanding services ‘tothe veterinary profession in Maurit

liteon persons

scientific persons who have advanced the interest of the Association.

‘The objects of the Association are :-

on such eminent

- to support and protect the character, status, interest and honour of the veterinary profession in Mauritius.
- tosafeguard the interest and well being of its members
- to form an ethical committee for the consideration and settlement of professional differences
- to further the advancement of veterinary science in Mauritius
_ tohold regular meetings with members and share new techniques and innovations of veterinary medicine.

Most of the vets in Mauritius are employed in the public sector, others are fully involved in the private sector (cattle, deer,
‘monkeys, horses) and parastatal bodies such as the Central Abattoir, the MSPCA and the University of Mauritius.

Maurit island of is basicall withssugar being the main produce. The fourist
industry, i eisland is oriented towards
industrialisation and is now among the leaders in the textile mduslry

Duetolimited land by breeders
at level and the Theisland i poultry pDrk About 20% of beef
and milk d frozen meat/

lkare p in Maurit
meat products from Europe, Australia and New Zealand - Dr. Jaumally M Reshad
Office Bearers of

Veterinary A

Chairman- Dr. V B Groodoyal, Secretary - Dr. M R Jaumally Treasurer - Dr. T Boodhoo
Executive members - Dr. R Ramchurn, Dr. T. Mohadeb
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RePORT ON COMMONWEALTH VETERINARY ASSOCIATION WORKSHOP
SEPTEMBER 7TH TO 12TH, 1992 AccrA, GHANA

The Ghana Veterinary Medical
Association (GVMA) with the
support of the Ghana Agricultural
Ministry and the Commonwealth
Veterinary Association mounted a
workshop for the CVA West Afri-
can Region in Accra, Ghana from
September 7th to 12th under the
theme “Small Ruminant Produc-
tion at the village level - the role of
Women .” This workshop was a
sequel to the resolutions of the Pan
Commonwealth Conference in

optimism that with the large pres-
ence of eminent Veterinarians and
Livestock farmers gathered under
one roof, the workshop would
come out with appropriate recom-

the livestock industry, the Depart-
ment of Animal Health and Pro-
duction in Ghana would be split
into two, viz - Veterinary Services
Department and Animal Hus-

aime: g
livestock production in the rural
areas of West Africa and in all
developing countries in general.
In conclusion, the CVA President
thanked the GVMA for hosting the
regional workshop and council
meeting and also expressed his

Harare aimed at g the lot
of the small scale farmer.

1. Opening Ceremony : The offi-
cial opening ceremony was held at
the Accra International Conference
Centre on Tuesday, 8th September
1992 under the chairmanship of
Dr. K.O. Gyening, FAO Regional
Animal Health Officer. It was quite
an impressive ceremony with
about 150 CVA members 50 Animal
Scientists and 40 distinguished
farmers and top Government dig-
nitaries present at the ultra mod-
ern conference centre. With the
exception of Sierra Leone, all
council members in the region
were present at the workshop as
well as a delegate from Togo. The
President of the GVMA, Dr. B.L.
Nutor, welcomed the delegates to
the workshop by offering them the
proverbial Ghanaian hospitality.
Dr. B. Touray in his presidential
address, highlighted the role of the
CVA and the various programmes
and projects existing under the
CVA. He deplored the poor com-
munication existing between
member Associations and im-
plored members to work more
closely together in order to achieve
acommon objective. He expressed

Secretary (Minister) for Agricul-
ture for his personal interest in the
affairs of the CVA and for his
consent in coming to open the
workshop.

The Honourable Minister for Ag-
riculture, Mr. Ibrahim Adam, in
his keynote address to open the
workshop, said that in West Africa
and other developing countries

bandry D He went on
further to assure members of the
GVMA that a Veterinary Council
of Ghana would be established
soon and the document submitted
by the Association was receiving
priority attention at the highest
point in Government.

Members of the GVMA were also
informed that Meat Inspection
which in the past had been a joint
venture of the Ministry of Health
and Agriculture would now be a
perogative of Veterinary Services
Department. The Honourable
Minister, formally opened the West
African Commonwealth Veteri-
nary Association workshop and
wished the members fruitful de-
in their

where there is a
protein in the diets of most people,
increased Small Ruminant Pro-
duction can be seen as a means of
improving output from the Agri-
cultural sector by providing pro-
tein of high biological value in the
form of meat and milk. He went
on to state that within the tradi-
tional Agricultural Sector ,sheep
and goats are regarded as rela-
tively safe and highly liquid assets
for providing immediate cash
needs and for financing cropping
and other economic activities and
therefore charged the workshop to
find solutions to the constraints
hampering development of the
small ruminant industry. On the
local scene, the Honourable Min-
ister informed the gathering that
in order to streamline the affairs of

2. Scientific Session

The scientific sessions were very
well attended and discussions on
papers presented were very inter-
esting. In all, a total of 14 papers
were presented in the 2 day sci-
entific sessions.

Papers were presented from the
Gambia, Ghana, Nigeria and Togo
in areas of Small Ruminant health,
husbandry and Policy issues.
Funds will be sought to Publish
the papers into a conference pro-
ceedings book. Abstracts of papers
presented were included in the
conference brochure.

On the whole, the workshop was
highly successful and achieved
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three main objectives, - firstly by
serving as a forum for frank ex-
change of views and interaction
between Veterinarians, Animal
Scientists and Livestock farmers.
Secondly by coming out with use-
ful suggestions for member coun-
tries which were embodied in a
resolution and thirdly but not the
least in serving as a nucleus for
council members to meet and de-
liberate on CVA activities.

3. Closing Ceremony :

The workshop was declared ended
and not closed on 11th

NEew OFFICERS OF THE GHANA VETERINARY
MebicaL AssociaTioN (GVMA)

At its meeting the GVMA elected the following to serve on the new
Executive for 2 years i.e. 1992-1994.

President - Dr William Amanfu
Vice President - DrBawa Awumbilla
Secretary - DrEBM. Konney
Assistant Secretary - DrFelicity Toyinga
Treasurer - DrL. Alorvor

Immediate past president - Dr Bonus Nutor
Dr William Amanfu hasalso been elected the CV A Council member for Ghana

and Regional Representative, West Africa.

by the Deputy Secretary (Minis-
ter) for Livestock who was of the
opinion that a follow up to the
confererice was necessary. The
Deputy Minister who was indis-
posed at the time was represented
by Dr. J.K. Taylor, Director of Vet-
erinary Services Department. In
his closing speech, participants
were asked to find ways and means
of translating the conclusions ar-
rived at into concrete terms at the vil-
lage level. He went on to ask partici-
pants to find an effective mechanism
of passing on research results to the
numerous livestock farmers in the

NEW REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR WEST AFRICA

During the Regional Council Meeting of the West African region of the
CVA, attended by Gambia, Ghana and Nigeria, Dr William Amanfu,
newly elected CVA council member for Ghana, was also elected
Regional Representative for West Africa, replacing Dr Bakary Touray
who is now President of the CVA.

Dr William Amanfu, commonly known as Willie, who is also the

President of the Ghana Veterinary Medical Association (GVMA) holds

the DVM degree from Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria, and M.Sc

in Veterinary Microbiology from lowa State University, Ames, lowa US.A.
and a Diploma in Animal Health Research in Tsukuba, Japan. He is
currently the Head of the Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory at the Head-
quarters of the Veterinary Services in Accra, Ghana

rural areas, majority of whom are

women and who have been respon- RIVER BLINDNESS

sible for feeding those in the me- i in West Afri

tropolis. He pointed out that within | by WHO'sO: jasis ichi i

the National Livestock Development | More than one and a half million people, once seriously infected, have
ue ition and im- pletely r from the disease, and 9 million children, bornsince the:

portance will be given to Small Ru- re free of any risk of The aim of the

minant Production and development
as well as the promotion of goat milk.

The Chairman for the closing cer-
emony, Dr. B. Touray expressed his
i to the for

fourth phase which will last 6 years, is to eliminate the remaining parasites
which cause river blindness from the populations of the eleven countries
covered by the programme. By the end of the decade it is expected that the
programme will have prevented about 300,000 cases of blindness.

The parasite, which lives for up to 14 years in the human body, s carried by

allowing such an International Con-
ference to take place in Ghana. He
also expressed the view that n future

to others where it can develop into adulthood and reproduce. Control is
achieved by breaking the cycle through eliminating the blackfly whose larvae
are destroyed by spraying its breeding sites in fast flowing rivers with

other Non C¢ countries
in the sub-region would be invited to
such workshops as observers. He
announced that at a council meeting
earlier on, Ghana was elected to serve

worms in the human population dying out, thereby eliminating the disease.
. " popul : = ng e

Thy ly 3 were
originally covered by the programme when it started in the mid 1970s. The
population of these countries was 20 million.

as the Regional the

ti

West African Sub-region.
Dr E.N. Barnor
Past Secretary, G V M A

drug has no effect on the adult worm and does not prevent transmission.
However it kills the larval worms which are the cause of the blindness.
- Commonwealth Medical Assr, Quarterly Bulletin Jan-Mar 1992
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West African Veterinary Association Conference
8th to 12th September, 1992
Welcome Address By Dr. B.L. Nutor, President of GVMA

Mr. Chairman, Honourable Ag. PNDC Secretary for Agriculture, President of the Commonwealth Veterinary
Association, distinguished guests, members of the Ghana Veterinary Medical Association, ladies and gentlemen.

I d youall tothe West African C Veterinary. nfer
May I also take this opportunity to extend a warm and hearty welcome to the President of the Cammonweahh
Veterinary Association and other participants who have travelled from other countries to attend the conference.

Since the formation of the West African Commonwealth Veterinary Association, several meetings have been held by
Due it had not been possible for Ghana to host any of the previous meetings.

Iwish therefore on behalf of the Ghana Veterinary Medical Association to express our profound gratitude to all those who
: SRS S i c Faose ¥

We wish in particular, the d assis provided by the Ghana Ministry of Agriculture and
the Commonwealth Veterinary Association.

Mr. Chairman, distinguished guests, ladies and gentl the C Veterinary onb its
objectives the di i of knowledge and i The ion therefore places a lot of

emphasxs on continuing educahon in the form of conferences, seminars, and workshops. These meetings offer the
tomake new friends, and to discuss issues of common interest.

The theme for thi is “Small i ion - The role of Women”. Because of the importance
governments attach to the development of livestock including small ruminants at all levels, I find this theme
appropriate and one that will interest not only the Veterinarians, the Animal Scientists, the Extension Officers, and
the Livestock farmers but also the general public.

In Africa women are actively involved in crop and livestock ion. Women in Ghana constitute about 47 % of the
agricultural labour force and contribute substantially to the total food production. It is of interest also to note that
in Ghana between 1970 and 1984, the number of women farmers increased at a faster rate than men. There was 202 %
increase in the number of women farmers and only an increase of 72 % in the number of men.

The livestock industry in most parts of Africa has been by low achi Constraints such as
scarcity of water and feed during the dry season, high mortality rates, low reproductive rates, inadequate incentives,
and harsh environments have been responsible for this slow growth of the industry. In order to have a progressive
development of livestock, these constraints should be seriously addressed.

Most of the small ruminants in Africa are found in the rural areas and aro owned by smal holders and landless
peasants.
To increase the small ruminant production me. efore management strategies must be explored to improve the
reproductive efficiency of the small ruminants in the village farming systems.

‘The development of the livestock industry is one of the priority subjects of the Ghana government and I believe also
of the governments of our sister West African Countries.

Serious attempts should therefore be made to implement our livestock development policies. The Medium Term
Agricultural Development Programme of the Ghana government proposes a strategy which is designed to promote.
growth in the livestock sub-sector.

Mr. Chairman, this conference will no doubt provide a forum for lively discussions and will also allow the i
of Veterinarians, Animal Scientists, and Livestock farmers. We sincerely hope that at the end of our deliberations,
would have been achieved. We also hope that our visitors will enjoy their
stay in Ghana and that the prcverhla! Ghanaian hospitality will not be found wanting.

Mr. Chairman, AG. PNDC Secretary, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, once again I welcome you to the
W.A.C.V.A. Conference.

Thank you.
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CVA West African Regional Conference on "Small Ruminant
Production - The Role of Women", Accra, Ghana

(From L to R) : Mr. Ibrahim Adam, Acting Secretary Dr. Bakary Touray (right) presenting a copy
for Agriculture, Dr. Kwame Gyening, Chairman for of the Merck Manual to Mr. Ibrahim Adam,
the Opening Session and Dr. Bakary N. Touray, on behalf of CVA
President, CVA seated at the Opening Ceremony.

Ve

Dr. Bakary Touray addressing the Conference CVA President Dr. Bakary Touray with the
‘Executive of GVMA and some speakers.

Hungry Lions Roam, Attack Cattle in Drought

About 30 lions, evidently starving because of drought, have left Zimbabwe's biggest game
preserve to hunt village cattle, officials say. 5
In the past month, the lions have killed about 50 steers owned by peasants in the Miageni and

districts, said James Nyoni. "More than 8,000 people in those areas
live in fear of their lives," he told the Zimbabwe Inter-African News Agency.

The lions left 8,351 square-mile Hwange National Park because drought has killed or driven
away natural prey like duiker and impala. Zimbabwe is one of 11 southern African nations
suffering their worst drought this century.

The Washington Times, Aug. 16, 1992.
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Mrs. R. Tetebo, Deputy Director, Women in Agricul- ‘Women participants at the Workshop
ture Development (WIAD) Ghana, delivering a paper
on The Practices and Problems of Rural Women in
Small Ruminant Production in Ghana

Dr. Phyllis Addo deliverig the Vote of (L-R) Council members Dr. Barnor (Ghana)
Thanks at the Conference Dr Umo (Nigeria) Dr. Loum (Gambia) and
CVA President Dr. Touray

ELEPHANT POLO

The sport of elephant polo is growing fast.World championships are being held in
southeast Asia, and thousands of spectators flock to see the jumbos. Some would even
like to see the sport in the Olympics.

Elephant polo is nothing new. Turkmenians and Persians used to play it 600 years
before the start of the Christian calendar, but for more than 2,000 years it has been
out of fashion.
The rules have been devised, but elephants display a marked lack of enthusiasm for
the sport. The eight jumbos involved in a typical game spend more time mooching about.
the pitch than bounding after the ball.
The ball used is too small anyway, and now and then it gets wedged under an elephant's
toenail, where a loud bang signals its sudden demise.

- Deutsche Presse Agentur
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Commonwealth Veterinary Association
West African Regional Conference Accra, Ghana, 7th - 12th September 1992
Address

By
Dr. Bakary N. Touray, President CVA

Mr Chairman

Honourable Secretary for Agriculture
Distinguished Delegates and Guests
Dear Colleagues,

Many among you here will understand when I say that for me, coming to Ghana s like coming back home.
I am sure that quite a few of you know that an important part of my formative years as a member of the
Veterinary profession took place here in Ghana. If today I stand before you as a qualified member of the
profession, it is thanks to several doyens of our profession who taught me at Pong Tamale, my many
contemporaries at the Veterinary Training School as it was then known and the Government of Ghana that
awarded the scholarship which enabled me and six other Gambians to study here. I am therefore very pleased
to have this opportunity to meet so many of you and to recall the fond memories of the good old days at Pong.

Mr. Chairman, today I am honoured and privileged to address you in my capacity as President of the
Commonwealth Veterinary Association (CVA). Permit me therefore to tell you a little about the CVA since
1 am sure, that there are many among us here, who do not know much about the Association.

The CVA is one of several i fations in the C that seek primarily to
promote the welfare of their ip nati and within the C h. In this context the
specific objectives of the CVA are :

i) To promote within the Commonwealth the interest of the Veterinary and Allied Sciences
ii) To maintain the honour and traditions of the profession
iii)  To effect the closest possible links among member Associations
iv)  To facilitate the ination of i ge and information
V) To promote the interchange of Veterinarians between Commonwealth Countries and
Vi) Toencourage the creation of Statutory bodies to regulate the study and practice of Veterinary science
in member countries where none exist.
Some of these are highlighted in the Conference brochure.

The CVA was founded in 1967 in Southport, England by a handful of Commonwealth Countries. From
the initial 15 founding members which included Ghana, Nigeria and Gambia, the CVA now has 49 member
associations and approved bodies the C with an indivi ip of over
55,000 Veterinarians.

This West African CVA meeting therefore coincides with the Silver Jubilee anniversary of the CVA
which is now 25 years old.

In order to facilifate the administration of the CVA and promote better communication and participation
among national associations, the CVA has been divided into the following six (6) regions :

Asia

Australasia

Canada/Caribbean

East, Central and Southern Africa

West Africa

U.K./Mediterranean
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The Association is managed by an Executive Committee presently comprising cleven members, seven
of whom are from the developing parts of the Commonwealth.

Mr Chairman, Distinguished Guests

Allow me to point out that several distinguished members of our ion are closely involved with the
affairs of the CVA. In particular I would like to mention His Excellency Sir Dawda Jawara, President of The
Gambia, who was the first President of the CVA and is now our Patron, and Dr. J. Trevor Blackburn, the
immediate past-president of the CVA who is now President of the World Veterinary Association while he
continues (0 play an active role in the CVA as Programme Dircctor in the current Executive. Dr Blackburn has
also recently been appointed Chairman of the Organisation of C: (OCA) which is made
up of all the C fati the auspices of the Commonwealth Foundation.

Mr Chairman,

In order to attain the lofty objectives of the CVA, the Association has established several projects
and programmes targeted towards specific professional groups and areas. Some of these are :

1) The bi-annual publication of the CVA News.

2) The Journals, Books and Audio-Visual Programme lhmugh w}uch the CVA dona(cs Jjournals, books
and audio-visual material to national and i in ping countries of the
Commonwealth.

3) Organisation of Workshops and Seminars.

4) Provision of financial assistance for Veterinarians to undertake short term study tours under the CVA

Study Fund.

Preparation of a Directory of Veterinary Schools in the Commonwealth and the study of the

feasibility of a mutual accreditation scheme for Veterinary Schools in Africa in an effort to promote

Veterinary education in the Commonwealth.

Implementation of the resolutions adopted by the Pan Commonwealth Veterinary Conference held in

Harare in September 1990, which cover virtually every aspect of our professional activity. Copies

of the Harare resolutions and sample copies of the CVA News are displayed in the lobby for the

attention of those who have not seen them.

5

e

Other activities include participation in disaster relief, taking part in the Commonwealth Foundation
Fellowship Scheme and the promotion of the role of women in livestock production which is the theme of this
conference; just to name a few.

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished delegates and guests

A close scrutiny of the activities of the CVA will reveal that our efforts arc geared mainly towards
benefiting the grass roots of the national iations as well as for ing the welfare of the
rural poor in the ping parts of the C :

It goes without saying that to carry out the above activities substantial amount of funds are required. The
bulk of CVA’s financial support is derived from the Commonwealth Foundation, the remainder coming from
annual subscriptions from member The need for iations to pay up their i
cannot therefore be overemphasized.

Mr Chairman,

Permit me to make a few remarks about the West African region of the CVA since I am still the Regional
Representative. It is with regret that I have to state that our region is one of the weakest of the 6 regions of the CVA.
Our region is characterised by poor or even lack of communication between member associations, non-
payment of subscriptions to the CVA and lack of activities of common interest. For example, a regional
meeting was last held in 1985 in Freetown, also all four associations were in arrears for subscriptions until
this year when Ghana and Gambia paid up. I must emphasize here that non-payment of subscriptions deprives
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a association from receiving support from the CVA, which is a great disadvantage to the grass-root
‘membership of that association because it means that they cannot benefit from the CVA programmes. This
i< of major concern to my Executive which is keen to see the involvement of as wide a membership as
sossible. We would like the benefits of membership to reach colleagues serving in the rural areas, not just
those in the cities and headquarters of Veterinary Services. I therefore hope that the Regional Council
meeting will address these chronic problems with a view to giving fresh vitality and vigor to this region of
the CVA.

Mr. Chairman,

The next few days will be a busy time for us, since we have not only the workshop but also the CVA

regional meeting as well as a business meeting of the Ghana Veterinary Medical Association. Tn view of the
importance of the theme of this workshop, 1 am sure that appropriate recommendations will be made, not only
for our to finance or but also for our to help in our own right in the effort
10 uplift the welfare of our hardworking mothers and sisters in the rural areas. We should now be looking
at ways of broadening our role in our societies.

Finally, Mr. Chairman,
Guests and Colls

In my capacity as Regional Representative for West Africa and as President of the CVA, T would like to
express the sincere appreciation of the entire Executive of the CVA to the Ghana Veterinary Medical
Association for hosting this regional workshop and Council meeting, which is a clear manifestation of its
commitment to the fellowship and fraternity that the Commonwealth stands for. T would also like to thank
the Hon. Secretary for Agriculture for his personal interest in the affairs of our profession as evident by his
presence here today. May I ask you, Hon. Secretary, to convey the gratitude of the CVA to the Government
and people of Ghana for the warm hospitality extended to all participants since our arrival and for the support
which is being given to the profession. I am sure this will encourage them to rise up to the challenge of
national development.

Thank you all for the impressive turn-out and I look forward to an interesting Seminar and Council
Meeting.

Before I hand over the microphone, may I on behalf of CVA, present this book to the Hon. Secretary for
Agriculture, as a token of appreciation for his support.

Thank you all.
Corrigendum
CVA News Vol. 7, No. 2, 1992, Pg. 24. The reference in the article to “The Commonwealth Fund for
Technical Co-operation” (CFTC) should read "The C lth F ion", as the p
centre concept was ped by the C dation and not by CFTC.

MALAYSIA TO HOST 1998 GAMES

Malaysia will be only the second developing country to host a Commonwealth

Games. It won the right to host the 1998 Commonwealth Games in its capital, Kaula

Lumpur, by 40 votes to 25 for Adelaide, Australia The Commonweah‘_h Games
voted in Spain, whi fficials and sportsp: h,

for the summer Olympics. The ﬁrst developing country to host the Games was

Jamaica in 1966.
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Resolutions Passed at the Commonwealth Veterinary Association West African
Regional Conference, Accra, Ghana 8th to 11th September, 1992.
Theme : The Role of Women in Small Ruminant Production

Recognising the very important role women in
sub-Sahara Africa play in small ruminant pro-
duction which is the theme of the conference
and considering the significant contribution of
small ruminants in the nutrition of the general
public and -the socio-economic well being of
rural and peri-urban families and having dis-
cussed various studies into aspects of the man-
agement, health, feeding and socio-economics
and means of increasing productivity of these
animals and further recognising that a lot more
need to be done, this conference resolves that -

1 Studies should be intensified at both the
peri-urban and rural areas to ascertain the
constraints of women small ruminant pro-
ducers and together with them design appro-
priate and cost effective extension packages
for increased production of small ruminants.

~

Any extension packages proposed for women
small ruminant producers should include
cost effective and appropriate improvement
on traditional methods of management,
housing, feeding, health and marketing.

Recognising that one of the major constraints

of small ruminant production is credit fi-
nancing, the conference further resolves that -

w

Women small ruminant producers should
be encouraged through training and exten-
sion to form co-operative societies for the
purpose of acquiring credit and other ap-
propriate inputs for increased productivity.

Recognising that improvement in the provi-
sion of adequate packages can only be by
efficient extension services and noting fur-
ther that female extension workers are more
acceptable to rural and peri-urban women
and observing further that these women are
mostly illiterate and recognising also that
there are very few female workers

4. As a matter of urgency and expediency and
as far as possible more female extension
workers should be engaged and all exten-
sion workers be given training in small ru-
minant production, appropriate language
skills and logistics for the efficient perfor-
mance of their work and further recommend
that :-

@

All small ruminant producers whether male
or female be encouraged to take advantage
of national Adult Education Programmes to
enable them to acquire appropriate levels of
literacy and numeracy to aid in increased
and efficient livestock productivity and the
socio-economic upliftment of rural and peri-
urban dwellers.

Noticing that local urban and peri-urban
authorities enact bye-laws which inadvert-
ently impose severe constraints on small ru-
minant production in these areas the confer-
ence resolves that :-

ES

As faras possible the authorities should take
fresh look at such laws and find means of
assisting small ruminant producers to carry
out their productive activities within the
law without undue harassment.

Since the national animal protein intake of
the population of the West Africa sub-re-
gion is well below internationally accepted
levels this meeting recommends that -

~

National Governments should initiate
programmes for small ruminant milk pro-
duction to encourage milk consumption by
rural folk especially children who suffer most
from malnutrition.

Recognising the immense contribution of
woman small ruminant producers to the
socio-economic improvement-and national

with adequate training background in live-
stock production and further that such few
practitioners may not have the necessary
local language skills and logistics for the
efficient performance of their work the
conference further recommends that :-

11-being of the countries of the sub-region
this meeting resolves to recommend that -

3

Our various Governments institute annual
National Awards to the Best Woman Small
Ruminant Producers.
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Report On C.V.A. West African Regional Conference held in Accra, Ghana
7th - 12th September, 1992
Dr. Bakary N. Touray, President CVA

Introduction

As part of CVA's activities aimed at facilitating the dis-
semination of professional knowledge and information
and to effect close links among member associations, the
W VA, includis \bia, Ghana,

Nigeria and Sierra Leone held a regional workshop and
Council meeting in Accra, Ghana from the 7th to 12th
September, 1992. This workshop and Council meeting had
been planned to take place since last year, after the morato-
rium on regional meetings because of the heavy financial
demands of the Pan Commornwealth Veterinary Conference.

The Ghana Veterinary Medical (GVMA) ex-

h to put the finishing touches together. How-
ever due to pressure of work and budgetary limitations, I
went to Accra on the 4th September, which enabled me to
discuss the final arrangements for the workshop and
‘make the necessary political contacts.

Activities
Apart from the workshop and the Regional Council

meeting, I paid courtesy calls on the Secretary (Minister)
for Agnculmre and the Deputy Secretary for Livestock

the. CVA and thanked the Govemment of Ghana for the
G d: the

tended an invitation to the other member association to
hold the meeting in Accra, during the Regional Council
1990.

workshop.The Secretary foxAgnculmre MrIbrahim Adam

Me:
In selecting the theme for the workshop relevant resolu-

Veterinary Council for Ghanaand that
the CVA Model Vetenmry Actwould help him in dealing

tions of the rere taken

particular that such workshops should be directed mainly
at improving livestock production at village level, par-
ticularly paying attention to the inclusion of women and
children in the programmes. The theme of the workshop
which was “Small Ruminant Production - The Role of
Women”

Organisation

The planning and organisation of the workshop was
carried out by the host association, the GVMA, in con-
sultation with Dr Bakary Touray, President of CVA who
was also the Regional Representative for West Africa.
Although A$12,500 was budgeted by the CVA for the
workshop, the Secretary / Treasurer was able to disburse
only A$7,000 (62,790 Sterling) in line with CVA policy not
to support Associations which are not financial. This
amount was made available through the President.

e mojn proplem o ersanlag the ks hop e
ween tl

with the matter in Cabinet. Inaddition to giving him a copy
Veterinary Act, ithacopy

Y
agesture of CVA's appreciation for his participation at the
workshop. A full report on the workshop including my
speech is printed elsewhere in this News.

Other activities included a visit to the second national live-
stock show, a field trip to the Volta River hydro electric

Conclusions
T
Regrettably, a number of resource persons from Nigeria
could not come because their universities were on strike

An impressive number of representatives from allied
sciences e.g. animal scientists, agncuhural exlensmn
X

participation of lhe l’res:dem of the Professmnal Bndles

difficulty in
Infactup tothe eleventh hour, nseemzd as. 1{ only Gambia

T G s b e

and Ghana would
hold Regional Council
meeting. Fonunately,tthouncllmemberfor Nigeria, Dr
Ita L that'
since Nigeria was not financial and therefore not eligible
for CVA support. The Sierra Leone Veterinary Associa-
tionhowever, appeared to be in. mmplm mcammnmmdo
and
organisers or the Presxdem of CVA was received. The
Workshop and Regional Council Meeting were therefore
attended by 3 of the 4 regional associations.

The GVMA requested

country (Togo) attended and delivered a
paper at the workshop.

Media coverage (television and newspapers) was quite
good and although very expensive, the holding of the
workshop at the high profile international Conference
Centre gave the much needed dignified image to the
profession, which was boosted by the presence of a senior
Cabinet Minister, despite the workshop taking place in
the heat of Ghana's national election campaign.

The workshop was a considerable success in terms of
bringing together almost 100 % of the veterinarians in
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Ghana, including all those in rural areas as well as those
h retired. that
this was the best opportunity for the ‘grass root’ member-
ship to know more about CVA activities. They were so
much inspired that at the general meeting of the GVMA,
they resolved that the new Executive must ensure that
contributions to the CVA is regularly paid.

meeting will be circulated. Itis hoped that the election of
Dr William Amanfu as the new Regional Representative
will give fresh impetus to the region. The new Regional
Representative should visit Sierra Leone and Nigeria as.
soon as funds are available. The Council members ex-
pressed their appreciation of the personal effort and sac-
rifice of Dr Umo, Council member for Nigeria, in spon-

sonng himself to the workshop and Council meeting, in
Tl ‘ouncil Meeting, held f byCVA
the workshop hours, dealt with the problems facmg the <ince NVMA was not fnancial, The Ghananian Assodiaton
region and recommended solutions. The minutes of that however agreed to absorb some of Dr Umo's costs.

Second National Livestock Show in The Gambia
H. Wagner, Project RAF/88/100

The Second National Livestock
Show and Tobaski Ram Sale was
held from 29-31 May at Abuko.
The event organized by the De-
partment of Livestock Services,
wasmainly sponsored by UNDP, &
GARD-USAID and the Govern-

ment of The Gambia. The spon-
sors were thus the same as last
year. General assistance was pro-
vided from various other projects
suchasITC,FAOand local NGOs.

About 1500 rams from all over
the country, were brought to the
show from various Tobaski ram
fattening projects, as wellas from |
private owners and sold after-

wards. Prices ranged, depending on quality, from 500 Dalasis to more than 3000 Dalasis (US $ 55-340).

For the first time, poultry, rabbits, some cattle and horses were on exhibition, in addition to the
rams, in this second livestock show. Various projects related to the improvement of rural living
conditions, animal husbandry and forestry also presented their activities.

The show was offlclally opened by the Vice-President of The Gambia and Minister of Defence, The

whostressed th mall ruminant ion for the country and
commended the mmanve for the organization of this 2nd Livestock Show. Other speakers at the opening
ceremony were the Representatives of UNDP, USAID-GARD, the Minister of Agriculture (The Honourable
Omar Jallow) and the Imam Rafiv of Banjul, Mr Abdulai Jobe.

On the second day, the competition was organized in which animals were judged in two broad
categories : Djallonke rams with a view to their possible future utilization for breeding; and
Sahelian and Djallonke-Sahelian crossbreeds as fat rams for Tobaski.

The prize for the Champion Breeding Ram was awarded, as last year, to Wally Senghore from
Amdalaye in the North Bank Division, who showed a ram in excellent body condition weighing
an impressive 59 kg. The prize for the Champion Fat Ram was awarded to a Djallonke-Sahelian
crossbred ram weighing 79 kg. Although a crossbred, this ram was very similar in conformation
to the Djallonke type.

The second Livestock Show was an overall success and we are looking forward to the next show
in 1993.
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IMPROVING THE WELFARE OF THE NOMADS As A
CataLyST FOR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Abdulkadir Usman Junaidu

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Usmanu Danfodiyo Univ. Sokoto, Nigeria

A nomad is referred to as one of
a group of people with no per-
manent home who travels about
with his animals. It is often
said that nomads detest living
inone place for long, rather they
move about from one place to
another to seek a living. In
Nigeria these pastoral people
are commonly found among the
Fulanis of Northern Nigeria and
fishermen of the Southern part
of Nigeria. This paper is how-
ever restricted to the Fulanis of
Northern Nigeria.

These group of people, move
according to season to obtain
good forage for their herds, they
drift to new areas which become
permanent extensions of farm-
land or grazing routes or they
may migrate with or without
the whole family. This paper
examines the reasons behind
this unusual life style and ways
of Fulanis skills and how their
knowledge could be tapped to
enhance their individual de-
velopment which in turn could

blood from the daily slaughter
of their animals for making
chalk, blood and bone meals.
They pay their annual tax and
regularly entertain people with
their “Sharu game”. They are
also law abiding citizens. De-
spite these contributions,
Fulani’s life style has not been
any better from Colonial times
to date. Many problems have
mititated against the improve-
ment in their lives and their
contribution in nation building.

Lack of concern for the livestock
sector has contributed to the
deteriorating conditions of the
nomads and their animals, be-
cause there has been no well
arranged programme for their
welfare. No provision for bet-
ter health services for both
themselves and their animals,
and there is a lack of providing
adequate and well trained per-
sonal to take care of their prob-
lems. There are no good roads
and good drinking water for
them. This is all as a result of

P

Despite their life style, nomads
still contribute their mite in
socio-political and economic
development of the country.
They contribute 90 % units of
animals protein consumed in
Nigeria in the form of milk and
beef. They provide Hides and
Skin which are used as exports
and in the manufacture and

funding and provi-
sion of a separate ministry for
them to take care of their multi-
farious society thus attaching
themselves more to their lan-
guage and ancestral roots car-
ing less for national develop-
ment as a result of the neglect
they suffer.

Inadequate provision of graz-
ing reserves, lack of permanent

p of raw in
making shoes, brushes, belts
etc., they also provide bones and

stock routes, water
points etc., are other issues af-
fecting the nomads welfare.

From time immemorial there
has been adequate provision of
all these facilities. History has
shown that even during the era
of holy wars, whenever a city,
village or district is defeated,
certain areas are demarcated for
such purposes. This trend was
equally appreciated by the co-
lonial masters which lead them
to give such provisions a legal
backing by promalgating an
edict to that effect on the 1st of
February, 1938. This was fur-
ther amended on the 13th of
December, 1964 after indepen-
dence popularly known as
“Native Authority Grazing Re-
serve Law”.

The scrapping of these authori-
ties following the creation of
local government councils and
subsequent abolishing of cattle
tax contributed immensely to
the deteriorating conditions of
pastoralism.

It could be realised that the
Fulani and farmers dispute is
not as rampant as it was at that
time when such provisions are
adequately taken care of com-
pared to now, when less atten-
tion is paid. The clashes be-
tween farmers and Fulanis has
been a serious issue to the so-
ciety. It has resulted inthe loss
of lives of many innocent citi-
zens as well as loss of animals
and wealth. For example from
1987 to 1991 in the then Sokoto
State of Nigeria 55 human lives
were lost, 71 people seriously
injured 175 cattle and 62 sheep
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perished 760 settlements were
burnt to ashes. These devastat-
ing losses of human and mate-
rial resources often encountered
through these clashes has
brought a lot of hardships to
both the Fulani and the farm-
ers. They are unable to
settledown and pursue their
activities vigrously rather they
spend most of the time treating.
their injured relations and ani-
mals and very pathetically
spending their time, energy and
resources from one court to the
other for redress. This has con-
tributed immensely to the down
fall of food production, protein
provision thus affecting our
healthy well being as a nation.
It has also contributed to the
economic adversity of the na-
tion because exportation of
hides and skin will be reduced
as a result of low production.
Manufacturers and customers
of shoes, brushes belts etc will
also have a sting of the bite.
The peacefull atmosphere of the
nation is threatened thus affect-
ing both the socio-political and
economicactivities of the nation.

Similarly politics has also com-
pounded the problem. This is
through false campaign prom-
ises made by politicians such as
conversion of grazing reserves
and settlements to farms on the
pretext that there are too many
grazing reserves, stock routes,
settlements etc., to the
deteriment of the farmers; just
to get the votes of the farmers.
This creates unhealthy rela-
tionship or rivalry between the
Fulanis and the farmers thereby
disturbing public peace.

Other problems affecting the
nomads include the diseases af-
fecting their animals, lack of
adequeate medical attention as

well as scarcity of Vet doctors
to take care of the situation. This
has lead to the death of many
animals and rampant transmis-
sion of diseases from animals to
humans (zoonotic diseases) as
well as sporadic outburst of
animal diseases almost on an
annual basis. Thus contributing
to human and material re-
sources wastage which inturn
affect the socio-political and
economicactivities of the nation.

Some other factors contributing
to the nomad’s problems in
terms of welfare are the losses
of their animals through theft
and road traffic accidents es-
pecially in the urban areas.
However, despite all these
problems, certain groups or As-
sociations and Government
have made some impact in im-
proving the nomads welfare, for
e.g. the formation of cattle
rearers association popularly
known as “Miyetti Allah” has
consistently championed the
cause of nomads welfare by
highlighting the plight of the
nomads to the notice of the au-
thorities, concerned and this has
helped greatly to reduce the
enormity of their problems.

The Government has created
certain departments like the
Federal Livestock Department
(FLD) National Veterinary Re-
search Institute (NVRI), Na-
tional Livestock Project De-
partment (NLPD) to help in
solving some of the mentioned
problems. Government has also
created nomadic education
commission aimed ateducating
the peasant nomads. Nomads
movement, place of nomads
children assistance in their tra-
ditional occupation, and com-
position of the membership of
the commission etc. Govern-

ment has also tried to settle
Fulanis and farmers dispute by
constituting committees.

The non involvement of the
Fulani’s representative, in the
formation of committees for
demarcation of permanent
settlements, grazing reserves,
stock routes and drinking spots.
isanother factor that has caused
a lot of problems.

With all these issues at stake on
the lives of the nomads, it is not
humanly possible for them to
live a just settled life, talk less
ofa comfortable one. Therefore
one would not expect such
peopletostay inone place. They
have really had enough, they
have cried a lot and their voices
have run hoarse. They therefore
have to continue with nomad-
ism. Having analysed some of
the problems affecting the lives.
of the nomads, let me throw in
some suggestions aimed at
solving there.

There should be the re-creation of
Ministry of Animal and Forest
Resources to take care of the multi-
farious problems of the nomads.
effectively. It should train more
Veterinary doctors and Animal
Scientists, build more first aid cen-
tres and Vet clinics to take care of
the nomads health problems and
that of their animals. Seminars and
symposia should be organised
regularly toenlightened thenomads
ontheactivities of the government.

The Government should also
pay more attention to Veteri-
nary public health in its policy
decision making on health
matters. This can be done by
involving veterinary doctors in
such committees so that they
can give appropriate advise on
issues related to the aspect of
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Vet Public health especially in
relation to zoonotic diseases.

Good roads and good drinking
water should also be provided.
Provision of such facilities and
the execution of the above sug-
gestions will help the
upliftment of the nomads lives.
This will enable them to settle
well and contribute their own
quota to national development.
On the issue of inadequacy of
grazing reserves, lack of per-
manent settlements, stock
routes, water points etc., the
government should thoroughly
sketch and demarcate fertile
lands as grazing reserve, stock
routes, traditional settlements.
and drinking spots be well de-
weloped. With-all the necessary
icilities and legal backing,
these should be gazetted for
protection against encroach-
ment, when this is done, it will
enable the nomads to have a

and the farmers with its atten-
dant consequences in the losses
“of human and material re-
sources. Associations like
Miyetti Allah should be en-
couraged to help in the
enlightement of the nomads on
government policies, as they are
‘more closer to the nomads and
the trust and confidence re-
posed on them by the nomads
seems to be very high.

Government should intensify
more efforts on the nomadic
education programme. For it to
be more effective Veterinarians
and Veterinary education and
Animal husbandry should be
included. The Veterinarians will

provide the necessary expertise
needed for its successful imple-
mentation.  The Veterinary
education will help them to
have a sort of first aid knowl-
edge on their animal's health
problems and an advice on
rearing. These provisions will
help in prevention and control
of communicable diseases and
improvement on the part of
animal welfare, thus helping in
the healthy development of the
citizens. It will also minimise
the incessant death of animals
thereby alleviating wastage of
our economic resources.

Composition of future commit-
tees on farmers and Fulani dis-
putes should be well looked
into, such of those having per-
sonal interest are not included.
Members should include repre-
sentatives from both parties
(Fulanis and farmers) the po-
lice, the security agents State
Security Services and highly re-
spected individuals in the soci-
ety with impeacheable record
of honesty, intergrity and sin-
cerity acceptable to both par-
ties. This will help greatly in
resolving such issues amicably.

Government should also intro-
duce an insurance scheme simi-
lar to what is done to the farm-
ers soas to take care of compen-
sations in events of outbreaks
of diseases and other natural
and human disasters that often
affect the nomads and their ani-
mals. It should also introduce
Land and Credit guarantee for
them and embark on marketing
improvements to cope with
movements, aid sale of farm
produce from remote herds.

This will help in alleviating the
heavy losses the nomads in-
curred following disease out-
breaks. :

A committee should also be set
up to look into the problems of
“Animal theft”, which has of
recent been the order of the day
as well as the death of animals
through road traffic accidents
especially in urban areas. The
committee should comprise of
the Vets, Police, Vigilant groups,
State Security, the Miyetti Allah
cattle rearers association, Fed-
eral road safety commission and
representatives from National
Union of Road Transport
Workers. Finally, we all know
that the aim of every nation is
to be self sufficient in food pro-
duction, provide adequate
health care delivery system for
its citizens, Prevailance of
peaceful and cordial relation-
ship amongits citizens, utilising
the skills of each individual or
group towards its development,
and provide a sound educa-
tional, social political and eco-
nomic polices for all. Taking all
these and many more into con-
sideration, we are bound to
realise from earlier discussions
made that the nomads help
greatly in each and every as-
pect of nation building. How-
ever, their efforts have been
marred by problems affecting
their welfare. It is therefore left
to the governments and other
agencies to try to study, and
analyse these problems with a
view tosolving them so that the
nomads can help even more to-
wards our national develop-
ment.

Reverence to God and reverence for one's neighbour, reverence for oneself
as a servant of God, is the basis of every form of religion.
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" LAURA J. BOWEN - REGIONAL
REPRESENTATIVE OF
UK/MEDITERRANEAN

Miss Laura J. Bowen, has
taken over as the new
council member of UK
and as Regional Repre-
sentative of UK/Medi-
terranean Region from
Dr. Alastir Mews.
Dr. Bowen graduated
from Univ. of Liverpool
in 1984 and has been the
President of Assn. of Veterinary Students of
Great Britain and Ireland and President of In-
ternational Veterinary Students Assn.

She was a recepient of BVA Overseas Travel
Grant to visit East Africa. She has been in mixed
practice in the United Kingdom and Australia.
Since 1989 she is a member of the BVA Overseas
Sub-committee and also a captain in the Royal
Army Veterinary Corp. rritorial Army.

New President of British
Veterinary Association

Mr Francis Anthony, was
elected as President of the
BVA at the Association’s
annual general meeting on
9th October, 1992. He is a
practitioner from
Bromyard, Herefordshire.
He joined the Fresh Acre
Veterinary Surgery after
graduating from Glasgow in
1964 and is principal of a three veterinarian
mixed practice. He was born in England and
educated in France, returning to England to
study veterinary medicine in 1959.

PRACTITIONER WINS SCIENTIFIC
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Dr. Peter Rossdale, an equine practitioner based
in Newmarket, has won the Animal Health
Trust's O ing Scientific Achi

award for 1992. He was presented with the
award by the AHT’s president, HRH The Prin-
cess Royal, atits annual UK Equestrian Awards
Luncheon, held at the London Hilton on Octo-
ber 13, 1992.

Dr. Rossdale has published more than 150 pa-
pers and eight books on a variety of subjects,
making a particular contribution in-the area of
equine reproduction. His main research inter-
ests relate to late gestation and adaptation of
newborn foals. As well as running a large
practice, he is the editor of the Equine Veteri-
nary Journal and Equine Veterinary Education,
Chairman of a Newmarket-based publishing
company and an associate lecturer at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge. He is a member of the
Equine Virology Research Foundation Scientific
Advisory Group and has served as President of
the British Equine Veterinary Association,
chairman of the International Equine Reproduc-
tion Symposium Committee and on the BEVA.
Trust and the Equine Liaison Committee.

40




CVA News UK Mediterranean

veterinary students and veterinary nurses.
Unit produces audiotape, tape-slide and
co programmes and acts as distributor for
iy more made by other organisations both
the UK and abroad, including the USA,
ada, Australia and several European
tries.

ing academics and practitioners from many
untries have contributed to programmes on
bjects of major interest including cardiology,
matology, neurology, oncology, ophthal-
ology, radiology, urology and various surgical
srocedures, as well as some of the newer speci-
jes such as dentistry and the diseases of
ptiles and chelonia.

ing material - the video “Examination of the
Dog and Cat” was made specifically to assist

profession to study the newest techniques in
the diagnosis and treatment of particular
_conditions.

An excellent example of this is a series of four
ideos on diagnosis in small animal dermatol-
‘ogy. The first gives basic information on the
taking of the history of an animal presented for
treatment; the second describes giving a thor-
ough physical examination and the laboratory
tests needed to help make the diagnosis; the
last two show how to deal with “four easy
cases” and “four difficult cases”. These give
thorough, practical advice and encourage vet-

rinary surgeons to deal with cases they might
“otherwise have had to refer to colleagues with
greater dermatological experience or expertise.
he UVCE lists nearly 300 programmes in its
ubjects rangin;

Continuing Education Programmes for
Veterinary Surgeons Around the World
' Jenny Poland, Director, Unit for Veterinary Continuing Education, R V C London

erinary surgeons, nurses
and students. A hire facility
is available for some
programmes within the UK
and an annual loan scheme
operates within Europe.

Programmes on meat in-
spection and other public
health matters are available
as well as a number of videos for pet owners
which can be used by veterinarians to educate
their clients and to illustrate talks they give to
children oradult organisations. These include :
“Caring for your new puppy”, “Caring for
horses, ponies and donkeys” (part one on
purchase and maintenance, and part two on
nutrition and feeding), “Care of small mam-
mals in schools”, and “Assistance animals”
which documents how animals, mainly dogs,
help people with severe disabilities as well as
the elderly and those in nursing homes, and
even long-term prisoners.

During the past two years, university veteri-
nary schools world-wide have shown increas-
ing interest; programmes have been bought by
veterinarians in countries such as Australia,
Brazil, Canada, Indonesia, Israel, Jamaica, Ja-
pan, Kuwait, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand,
Saudi Arabia and South Africa - - and enquiries
have been received from Hong Kong, India and
Zimbabwe.

The UVCE was set up at the Royal Veterinary
College in 1980, as the result of a generous five-
year grant from the Leverhulme Trust and with
the support of several of the British veterinary
professional bodies, with the aim of providing
alibrary of self-instructional material for home
or practice study by veterinary surgeons and
their staff either singly or in groups.

In the early days, most of the programmes were
of the audi and

slide-workbook it T
sets of with e re’

8
0 zoonoses and sells them world-wide to vet-

cently the emphasis has shifted to videos, as
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surveys indicate that, at least within Europe,
these ‘are the most popular method of home
study.

The Director of the Unit is Dr Jenny Poland,
who graduated from the Bristol Veterinary
School in 1956. After working in general prac-
tice for a few years, Dr Poland studied for the
Diploma in Tropical Veterinary Medicine in
Edinburgh and in 1963 joined the staff of the
Royal Veterinary College as assistant lecturer
in microbiology. She was a lecturer in that
subject from 1967 until June 1980 when she was
appointed director of the newly formed UVCE.
Dr Poland’s pioneering work in distance learn-
ing for veterinary surgeons and in building up
the Unit to its internationally recognised status
was acknowledged officially in 1988 when she
was awarded the OBE in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours.

Through her efforts, the UVCE has pioneered
telephone and satellite-telephone conferences
in the UK and the rest of Europe and co-ordi-
nates the broad of veterinary

Veterinary Association Animal Welfare Foun-
dation, have supported programmes which ei-
ther provide further education for veterinar-
ians and encourage improved standards of vet-
erinary care, or which promote responsible ani-
mal ownership and a greater understanding of
animals by the public.

Backed by a Consultative Committee which
advises on the subjects and types of programmes
to be made, the UVCE plans to increase its out-
put in future, providing even greater educa-
tional resources for both the veterinary profes-
sion and animal owners throughout the world.

The Unit produces four catalogues - - Small
Animal, Large Animal, Equine and Nurses - -
which are available free on request to :
The Unit for Veterinary Continuing Education,
The Royal Veterinary College, Royal College
Street, London NW1OTU, England (Telephone
+44-71 387 2898; Fax +44-71 383 0615).

Each catalogue lists the title and author(s) of
tells how long it lasts and the

programmes throughout Western Europe and
Scandinavia on behalf of a pilot project funded
by the EC’s Comett II project.

Another aspect of Dr Poland’s work has been to

audlence it is meended for, and gives a brief
synopsis. Full information on how to obtain
the programmes is included.

The Unit also welcomes visitors from Com-
Ith and other countries when in Lon-

obtain sp to fund pro-
duction. To date, more than 20 companies,
along with organisations such as the British

don - - but please telephone first to make an
appointment.

UK Survey on Docking

Asurvey conducted by the British Small Animal Veterinary Association on docking of dogs’
tails revealed strong opposition by practitioners to the procedure. «

A questionnaire survey was circulated to the 3300 members of the BSAVA, and 2214
replies were received; a response rate of 67%. Among these, 56% already refused to dock
the tails of puppies and only 10% thought that the procedure should continue in breeds
customarily docked at present.

A total of 92% of respondents believed that the non-therapeutic docking of tails should be
banned and a slightly lower figure, 88%, said they would agree with a ban if it were imposed
by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. The 4% who were opposed to docking but did
not favour an RCVS ban wished to see the procedure made illegal by statute. In addition,
many respondents expressed the view that a Royal College ban would effectively prevent
veterinary docking but would not stop lay docking unless it was linked to specific
legislation outlawing the procedure.

From the Veterinary Record, 18 April 1992, p. 338
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ABSTRACT

THE EFFecTs OF TREATMENT WITH
CLOPROSTENOL OR DINOPROST
‘WiTHIN ONE HOUR OF INDUCED
PARTURITION ON THE INCIDENCE
OF RETAINED PLACENTA IN CATTLE
Antonio Garcia, Albert D. Barth,
Reuben J. Mapletoft

Two experiments were designed to determine
swhether prostaglandin treatment within one
hour postpartum would reduce the incidence
of retained placentas after i of partu-

TOXOPLASMOSIS VACCINE

Toxovax, a new vaccine designed to counwr
Tc is in sheep, has been

Intervet UK. It contains living tachyzoites of
$48 strain of Toxoplasma gondii, and is in-
tended to protect ewes intended for breeding
against the effects of infection by this organism,
namely, early embryonic death and abortion.

Dosage and administration: The product is
supplied in 2 ml or 5 ml vials of concentrated
vaccine containing 20 and 50 doses, respec-
tively, together with vials containing 40 or 100
ml of diluent. Immediately before use, the
vaccine is added to the appro-

sition in beef cattle. In the first experiment, 70
cows were induced on day 276-278 of gestation
swith the combination of 500 ug cloprostenol
and 25 mg dexamethasone (CP + Dex). Within
one hour after parturition, cows received either
500 ug CP or 25 mg of dinoprost (D). . The
incidence of retained placenta (RP) was 64.3 %
in induced groups and 0 % in noninduced
control cows and postpartum treatment with
sither CP or DI had no effect on placental re-
tention.

A second experiment, utilizing 132 cows and
heifers, was conducted to determine whether
induction with Dexalone, rather with CP + Dex,
would influence the rate of placental retention
after postpartum treatment with either CP or
DI. The incidence of retained placenta ranged
from 28.5 to 58.3 % in induced females but was
0% in noninduced controlled females. As in the
first experiment, postpartum prostaglandin
freatment had no effect on placental retention.

The results of these experiments do not support
She use of prostaglandins within one hour of
“induced parturition to reduce the incidence of
etained placentas.

-Can. Vet. J. 1992, 33 : 175-183.

pnate vial of dﬂuent The dose is 2 ml by

intheneck

region. Ewe lambs, where it is intended to
breed from them, can be vaccinated from five
months of age. Shearlings and older ewes
should be vaccinated during the four month
period prior to mating. The vaccine should
only be administered using equipment rec-
ommended by the manufacturer, and under
the direct supervision ofa veterinary surgeon.

Contraindications, warnings, etc : Do not
vaccinate animals less than six weeks before
mating. Do not vaccinate pregnant animals.
Animals should not be slaughtered for human
consumption until at least six weeks after
vaccination. Carcases of animals dying or be-
1ng slaughtered withm this period must be
by

deepburial.
Other i 1d not b
within four weeks ofadministration of Toxovax.

Operator warnings : Toxovax should not be
handled by pregnant women, or by persons
who are immunodeficient..

Legal category POM.

Manufacturer Intervet UK, Science Park,
Milton Road, Cambridge CB4 4FP, UK.-
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AIDS

In February 1992 WHO reported that the global
spread of the HIV/AIDS pandemic indicates that
overamillion people worldwide have been newly
infected with the human immunodeficiency virus
(HIV) since April 1991, when the previous report
was issued.

- About nine-tenths of the new infections have been
in adults and one-tenth in children born to HIV -
infected mothers. Of the newly infected adults,
slightly over one-half live in sub-Saharan Africa,
almost one-quarter live in Asia and the Pacific
(the vast majority in South and South-East Asia),
and close to one-sixth in Latin America. The vast
majority of paediatric infections are in sub-Sa-
haran Africa, where over 3 million women have
become infected since the start of the pandemic.
Developing countries, thus, account for over 90 %
of all new infections

Worldwide, well over 90 % of the newly infected
adults acquired their infection from heterosexual
intercourse (intercourse between men and
women). This reflects the continuing trend to-
ward of the virus, seen
not only in developing countries but, increas-
ingly, in the industrialised world.

The report shows that at least 9-11 million adults
and about 1 million children, or at least 10-12
million people in all, are estimated to have be-
come infected with HIV worldwide since the be-
ginning of the pandemic.

WHO estimates that close to 1.5 million of these
adults have reached the late state of HIV infection
known as AIDS. In addition, WHO believes that
there have been more than 500,000 cases of AIDS
among HIV - infected children, bringing the total
to about 2 million cases worldwide. This cumula-
tive total represents an increase of about half a
million AIDS cases since April 1991. Because it
takes 10 years on average for an HIV - infected
adult to develop AIDS, most cases are being seen
in regions where the pandemic first became estab-

48 HOURS ACTION
FROM ONE DOSE
Pitman-Moore has just launched its new antibacterial
Zaquilan - the result of 10 years of research and de
opment of an effective and long-acting antibacterial.

The 15g bolus is the first product launched from the
Zaguilan range. The bolus contains o compltely
new

with sulphadlm)dme A sl weighing fif-
teen grams. Because of the convenience of two days

ction ingle d i is parti
larly useful for the treatment of scours and pneumonia
in calves. It can also be used to treat footrot and many
other conditions in non-lactating cattle.

Being an oral preparation there is no concern about injec-
tion site reactions and residues that may be experienced
with the use of injectable antibacterial products.

The dose for a calf (up to 100 kg) is only half a bolus
making Zaquilan a very economical treatment for
calf scours. The boluses have a break mark making
them very casy to halve. They can be administered
with the Zaquilan balling gun. One of these admin-
istrators comes free with each pack of Zaquilan. The
48 hour action means less handling of calves witha
single dose being sufficient in most cases.

Zaqullan must not be used on bobby calves or cattle

milk for human Animals
must not be sent for slaughter within 21 days of the
administration of Zaquilan.

Dogs as LivEsToCcK

The South Korean government is considering

legalizing the raising of dogs as livestock for

meat consumption. The Seoul daily newspa-

per Kyunghyanga Shinmum reported that the

legalization would make it easier to control the

dogmeat market and to answer complaints
Th

lished, namely North America, sub-Saharan Af-
rica and Western Europe.

The rise in AIDS cases since April 1991 foreshad-
ows what will be an increasing trend throughout
this decade and beyond, as the millions of people
already infected with HIV progress from
asymptomatic infection to HIV - related illness
and, ultimately, to AIDS.

- Commonwealth Pharmaceutical Assn., New York-May ‘92

have been' espec;ally crltica! of the cruel meth-
ods used tokill dogs, su ning
them alive, in order fo cause an adrenahne flow.
thatis said to make the meat tastier. Four percent
of South Korea's meat consumption is dog meat.
Itis offered in restaurants as¢poching-tang” and
is alleged to have health-giving properties.

‘Vancouver Sun, 4/18/92.




I CALENDAR - 1993

1 International Embryo TransferSociety, Annual Conference, 10to 12, January, Baton, Rouge, USA.
North American Veterinary Conference, 16 to 21, January, Orlando, Florida, USA.
First International Conference on Equine Rescue, 6 to 7, February, Goleta, CA, USA.
17th International Grassland Congress, 8 to 23, February, Rockhamton, Australia.
Australian Poultry Science Symposium, 9 to 10, February, Sydney, Australia.

Dutch Small Animal Veterinary Association Annual Meeting, 26 to 28, March, Amsterdam,
Netherlands

Veterinary Orthopaedic Society, 20th Annual Meeting, 27 Feb - 6 March, Alberta, Canada.
British Small Animal Veterinary Association, Annual Meeting, 1 to 4, April, Birmingham, UK.
American Animal Hospital Association, Annual Meeting, 13 to 18, April, Seattle, USA.
Recent Advances in Nutrition, 18 to 21, April, Armidale, Australia.

20th Congress, German Veterinary Medical Society, 21 to 24, April, Bad Nauheim, Germany.

5th Symposium of Federation of European Laboratory Animal Science Associations,
8to 11, June, Brighton, UK.

Australian Regional Workshop on Animal Quarantine in the Asia West Pacific Region.
16 to 17, June, Wellington, New Zealand.

Australian College of Veterinary Scientists (ACVSC) Surgery Chapter Meeting, 5 to 9 July, Fiji.
Western Pacific Veterinary Conferenceand FAVA Meeting. 20to 24, August, Darwin, Australia.
Companion Animal Society/NZVA Conference, Aug. Weiraki, New Zealand.

World Small Aminal Veterinary Association Meeting, 6 to 9, October, Berlin, Germany.

Veterinary Symposium and Annual Meeting of American College of Veterinary Surgeons.
22 to 29, October, Washington, DC USA.

11th International Symposium of World Association of Veterinary Food Hygienists,
24 to 29, October, Bangkok, Thailand.

George Muller Dermatology Conference, Hawaii. USA.

1994
13th International Pig Veterinary Society Congress, 26 to 30, June, Bangkok, Thailand
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