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EDITORIAL

E |
The year 1990 will go down in the annals of the Commonzwealth Veterinary
Association as a land mark when the first ever Pan Commonwealth Veterinary
Conference, was hosted.

Details o the conferenceare printed elsewhere in this ssue of CVA News, sffee.
the foresight CV A Executive had, in plannin,

of Veterinarians from the six continents of the world, was handsomely rewarded,

judging from ecstatic reports of participants at the end of the conference. Evert

before the euphoria had subsided the question on everyone’s lips is when the next

commonwealth veterinary conference is to be held? It is too early to contemplate,.

The recommendations and resolutions o the conference ne to be implemented,
itofbetter Animal Healthand Production.

will fizzle out as a “safari’.

Representatives of Commonoealth countrics who attended the conference carry
in Southern Africa. People from
ot alhires o e ilad by knowledge of a common language
which overcame all barriers of communication.

The CVA News is still bogged with problems of distribution. Printing and
distributing the July 1990 issue from London has not been very helpfid in
overcoming the delays. (India has still not received the packet sent by surface mail
i July.) The cost of printing also has been very high. Printing in ofher countries
such as Singapore was also explored but was not feasable. This isse is once again
printed and distributed from Bangalore, India. It would help us very much if you
could kinly let us know when you received this issue of CVA News.

Response to my request for news from the regions is very encouraging but sill not
enough. I once again request you to send news items of interest from national
associations for publication.

Let us rededicate ourselues to the cause of the Veterinary Profession. Wish you a

very Happy and Prosperous New Year.

S. Abdul Rahman
EDITOR
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

We shall be into 1991 by the time you read this and |

colleagues in the Z\mbabwe Veterinary Association for
their

v PPy

and Prosperous New Year &
Jul

thefirstever Pan Commonwealth Conference was planned

10 take place in Harare, Zimbabwe, 10-14 September

1990. It is with great pleasure that | report that this

C

jork on the ground making sure that
everything was. ready for us when we arrived in Harare;
and also to all organisations and commercial companies
who assisted us and made this Conference possible.

It was a most exhilarating experience while it lasted, but
what now ? Elsewhere in this News you will see a list of

We had many problems of course, as always happens at
any Conference, but from the moment the Conference
was opened by His Excellency President Robert Mugabe
in the presence of our Patron, His Excellency Sir Dawda
Jawara, one could sense a tremendous spirt of goodwill
and fellowship which lasted throughout the Conference:

The presence of two Heads of State ensured that we
received maximum publicity for the Conference, His
Excenency Brssibnibnericenes Opening Address

= i Exceuency Sir Dawda Jawara's Keynote
Addres:

There were almost 300 registrants which together with
‘accompanying persons brought the total to almost 400
people from all parts of the Commonwealth.

atthe final session attended by the majority of delegates.

Veterinary Association to implement those resolutions
and recommendations which we can deal with ourselves
and to ensure that the other resolutions and
recommendations are passed on to the correct quarters.

to ensure that a plan is drawn up to deal with all these
resolutions with built in periodic reviews of the situation.

During the course of the week we tried to hold as many.
"business meetings” as possible, dealing with Executive,
Council and Regional matters, although these meetings

y
which had been drawn up (future conference organisers
please note to arrange these matters more efficiently!).
However, one very important point which came out of the
meetings | had with various Presidents and Council

g
was considered to be excellent and with a generally high
standard of speakers. Personally | was mostimpressed at
the number of delegates present at each session, which
waslarger

conferences |

=
helped to cement bondss of friendship among the various
delegat

All this was made possvb!e by the very hard work of a
ople. tothank

Rl erby e BT wioDidlics T ke ool
mention of Jim Archibald our Secretary/Treasurer, who
but

who had spent the previous 18 months hard at work on
administrative details; Bill Pryor and his group who had
worked so hard to make such a successful Scientific
Programme; Colin Skinner and David Batchelor and their

not alf National Associations are being
kept fully informed of what the CVA is doing. Several
Association Presidents were of the opinion that CVA
Councillors should be closely linked to the National
Association Executive if not actually part of it It s for the
National Associations to organise their own affairs but itis
essential that Council Members keep their National
Associations informed of what is happening at CVA but
even more important keep CVA informed of the views of
their National Association.

The holding of the Conferenc was a tremendous step

fovad ogtle heectior Kl g build on our
order toimplemer

o11he Gonference namaly. "\ Cariarence to consicer

ways of improving the quality of lfe at village level in the

less privileged areas of the Commonwealth”.

J.T. Blackburn
PRESIDENT - CVA,

November 1930
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Pan Commonwealth Veterinary Conference Harare,
Zimbabwe Sept 10th - 14th 1990

OPENING CEREMONY

The official opening ceremony was
held at 3-30 p.m. at the Harare
International Conference Centre on
Monday 10th September, 1990. Itwas
afiesta of colour, pomp and pagentry
as the military band heralded the

Dr. Blackburn, President CVA present

entrance of the two. presidents, His
Excellency the President of the
Republic of Zimbabwe, Comrade
Robert Gabriel Mugabe and His
Excellency Sir Dawda Jawara,
President of the Republic of The
Gambia. They were followed by the
first ladies, Comrade Sally Mugabe
and Madame Jawara and Dr.
Blackburn, President of CVA and Dr.
Batchelor, President of Zimbabwe
Veterinary Association.

Dr. Batchelor welcomed the
distinguished guests and the
participants.

that this was the first time that
representatives from all countries in
the commonwealth had come
together. He sa4d that with neavly

Or. Blackburn in his
address said that, there were many
detractors and critics of the
commonwealth but this association

\g a memento to
Cde. R. Mugabe President of Zimbabwe

of countries which are independant
butyet united was a unique voluntary

50,000

the association it is a vast untapped.
resource for improving the animal
health i the world. He hoped thatthe
conference would adopt resolutions
which people atthe village level could
implement instead of the usual
demands that "Government should
do something”.

MESSAGE FROM THE
QUEEN

J.TBlackburn, Esq.,
President,
Commonwealth  Veterinary
Association.

1am commanded by The Queen
to thank you and all Members of
the Commonwealth Veterinary
Association for your kind
message of loyal greetings sent
on the occasion of the Pan
c Veterinary

quarter of the world's population
amountingtoone billion people united
by a common language and

Conference.

Her Majesty much appreciated

theQ the.
i

association between developed and
developing countries tis areadymade
mechanismfornorth-south dialogue

Dr. Blackburn outlined the history of
the CVA and its functions. He said

and successful event.

Private Secretary.
10th September, 1990
Buckingham Palace




INAUGURAL ADDRESS
BY PRESIDENT MUGABE

OpeningthefirstPan-Commonwealth
Veterinary conference Cde Mugabe
said that animal health played a vital
ole in his country's economy. During
an outbreak of Foot & Mouth disease
last year, Zimbabwe lost about $100

he needs, since private veterinary
practice in the communal sectoris not
yet attractive or viable, he said

Although the Government had
established arevolving fundforbuying
and reselling drugs at animal health
centres, a number of developing
countries were still failing to provide
enough financial and material

Delegates registering for the Conference

million in foreign currency.

The Government s finalising new
toughlegislations to deal with violators
of Jations b

resources to support such services.
Zimbabwe's veterinary fraternity had
made remarkable achievements in
controlling or eliminating rinderpest,

CVA News

A RELIEF FOR CATTLE
BREEDERS

For the first time the Government
has allocated foreign currency to
the Zimbabwe catlle breeders for
the importation of embryos which
they used in the artificial
insemination to improve their herd.

A commercial embryo transfer
company, Nova Embryos, has been
granted an allocation  through
American aid to import 1500
embryos. To be imported Nova will
have to pay. $840,000 as one
embryo costs US$560.

“Local breeders will be- able to
purchase the embryos locally
withoutusing any foreign exchange.
There is tremendous demand for
these embryos so we hope that this
all- ocation will continue yearly in
orderto enableus toprovide regular
supply of embryos to cattle
breeders,* said the managing
directorofNovaEmbryos, Mrs Linda
Sharp.

In the past individual farmers used

the existing ones are not a sufficient
deterrent. “One of the bitter lessons
of the experience was the sudden
realisation that the existing penalties
for offenders of animal health
regulations were nolongerasufficient
deterrent”. “We are nowinthe process.

foot-and-mouth.

*Cde. Mugabe said" that due to good
control of animal diseases, this
country has been able to export beef
to the most lucrative markets of
Europe since 1985.”

legislative
measures in this regard,” he said.

Cde Mugabe hoped the impact of
protecting the environment and life
would be discussed during the
conference as twas atopicalissuein
Zimbabwe and that as the need for

Before veterinary
services were only extensive in large.
commercial farming areas and the
communal areas were limited to
dipping and vaccination against
diseases like anthrax and rabies.

But, through Government policy of

new approaches had to be worked
out to address the lack of private
veterinary practice nural areas. “Itis
necessary that new approaches are
worked out to make the stock owner
bear partofthe burden of the services

more than 240 animal health centres
adequately supplied with drugs and
dosing remedies, were established
throughout the country's communal
and resettlement areas.

the embryos which were implanted
by foreign experts. But now Nova s
able to thaw out these imported
embryos and inseminate them.

Since the introduction of embryo
transferin Zimbabwe, Nova has had
1000 calves born through artificial
insemination.

Unlike in the olden days in which
breeders had to buy a live animal,
say from US, and arrange for air
fares which would cost a lot of
money, theembryotransferexercise
is much.cheaper. Frozen embryos
stored in liquid nitrogen can be
trahsported worldwide at a fraction
of 'the cost of transporting live
animals.
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Sir Dawpa Uraces For New ErrorTs To Improve ANimAL HEALTH

The Commonwealth and the
international community must support
efforts by poor states to improve
animalhealth and production by 2001,
The Gambian President, Sir Dawda
Jawara said

In a keynote address
at the Pan-Common-
wealth Veterinary
Association confe-
rence, he said "owing
tounfavourableecono-
mic conditions a
number of developing
countries failed to ade-
quately fund agri-
cultural and livestock
projects.”

“Our world population
is growing at an
alarming rate. Butwhat
is more disturbing is
that the rate of growth
is highest in the
countries where the
levels of production are
notcommensuratewith
the rate of expansion of population.

‘It is therefore obvious that we must
increase agricultural productivity in
ordertofeedthe populationandgene-
rate employment.”

While livestock had improved the
welfare of many people
intheindustrialisedand
some developing
countries, its produ-
ction was still pre-
dominantly traditional
in several common-
wealth countries.

Livestock productionin §
developing countries
was characterised by
inadequate infrastru-
cture, feed resource
bases, high disease
rates, credit facilities,
andmarketinformation
channels.

) i
President Jawara said [ 4L 1L
1o increase production
and trade, substantial

investmentin research, development,
training and support services was.
imperative.

“Training should be integrated into
the lives and working patters of the
rural population. Our extension

servicesneedtobestrengthenedand
broadened to ensure that farmers
have access to the latest research
results".

“Our means of production must be
made effective and efficient enough
to match the demands of our

Lady Jawara (right) and her sister "lady in waiting" (left)

the conference

Delegates registering for the Conference

production needs. Itis the application
of suchrelevanttechnology thatwould
bring about increased rural income
and facilitate complimentarity bet-
ween animal and plant agriculture.”

Economicloss through new diseases
and pests like
encephalopathy
and screw-worm
fly, could be
minimised
through collabo-
rative and inter-
disciplinary
approaches
among member
states.

President
Jawara hoped
that the confe-
rence  would
come out with

dations  that
would help fight
hunger as ‘the effects of the drought
in some of our countries have
introduced a major new uncertainty
into the future of world agriculture”

“Research should be given much
higher priority and the wide dissemi-
nation of its results to farmers in the
livestock
industry.

“Wemuststreng-
then the links
between the
work of inter-
nationalresearch
institutes like the
International
Trypantolerance
Centre in
Gambia, Inter-
national Labo-

searchon Animal
Diseases  in
| Kenyaand Inter-
national Live-
stock Centre for
Africain Ethiopia.
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(L SIR DAWDA URGES WORLD TO HELP END LIBERIAN CRISIS J

The Gambian President, Sir Dawda
Kairaba Jawara, appealed to the
international community to increase
its efforts in resolving the Liberian
crisis.

Speaking at a State banquet hosted

by President Mugabe in his honour
President Jawarathanked Zimbabwe
for its support of the Economic
Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) initiative in resolving the
conflict. President Jawara is the
current chairman of the Ecowas.

Ecowas sent a five-nation West
African task force, known as Ecomog
fo Monrovia to try to end the Liberian
civil war.

President Jawara
condemned raq’s ‘nakedaggression”
in invading Kuwait. Gambia
subscribed to the United Nations
resolution o end the crisis and it
hoped that Iraq would abide by that
resolution, he said.

On the Gulf crisis

Thanking President Mugabe's
invitation to him to attend the
commonwealth Veterinary confere-
nce in Harare, President Jawara
praised CdeMugabe'sleadershipand

said Zimbabwe had made
tremendous growth, change and
progress since independence.

President Mugabe's efforts in nation
building, his efforts to promote food
production and the lowering of infant

Dr. E.J.L. Soulsby Dean University of Cambridge

mortality; and his provision of clinics
and hospitals and the remarkable
agricultural achievements of the
country, were all noteworthy
achievements which belied his

leadership.
Despite these achievements,
Zimbabwe had a hostile neighbour,
South Africa, withits apartheid system
of government. President Jawara
expressed concern at the prevailing
situation in that country and hoped
that apartheid would be eradicated
soon.

Zimbabwe was greatly encouraged
by the highly commendable efforts of
President Jawara to find a peaceful
solution to the fratricidal conflict in
Liberia, said Cde Mugabe. “The
wanton destruction oflfe and property.
in that country has aroused deep
anguish and revulsion in our people
as it has done in the entire world
community.

“We therefore give our full support to
the efforts of the OAU throughits sub-
regional organisation, Ecowas, to
restore peace and stability to that
country. Accordingly, we applaudyour
initiative as current chairman of
Ecowas in creating and dispatching
an Ecowas monitoring group,
Ecomog, to Liberia to monitor the
ceasefire among the warring parties.
We appeal to the parties concerned
togivepeaceachanceandco-operate

Dr. Skinner Org. Sec. of the Conference with delegates from Mozambique
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withthe OAU and Ecowas inrestoring
stability to

President Mugabe also called for an
urgent peaceful solution o the Gulf
crisis saying theinvasion of Kuwaitby
Irag was a flagrant violation of
international behaviour.

Cde Mugabe said Zimbabwe fully
supported United Nations efforts to
restore peace as the lraq invasion
had created *a very dangerous
situation in the Middle East

President Mugabe was speaking at
the dinner he hosted for President
Jawara.

Zimbabwe, he said, disapproved any
intervention and interference in the
internal affairs of other states.

“We urge Iraq to with draw its forces
from Kuwait unconditionally and to
respect that country's territorial
integrity, independence and
sovereignty.The need to find an
urgent peaceful - solution to the

L. Soulsby with Dr. Ramzee (Paklslan] Dr. Wanasinghe &
Dr. (Mrs.) Godvin (Sri Lanka)

peace mightbe within grasp. "We are
encouraged by the progress made
thus far in ‘talks about talks’ between
the De Klerk government and the
African National Congress.”

Zimbabwe similarly hoped that the

problem cannot
ifafurther escalation of the conflictis
o be avoided," he said.

Developments in South Africa gave

peace in Mozambique and Angola
would s00n bear fruit. "We commend
the governments of Angola and

Dr. Imo (Nigeria) with Dr. Blackburn

fise to hope that the end of the
oppressive system ofapartheid might
be drawing near and the long awaited

Mozambique for going out of their
waytoaccommodate the demands of
other parties.”

Sir Dawda tours Nyava Animal

health and Management Centre

Sir Dawda Jawara, during his stay in
Harare visited the Nyava Animal health
and Management Centre and the Guwa
dip-tankin the Musana communal lands.

He was shown around by the Director
of Veterinary Services, Mr Stuart
Hargreaves, and the senior Government
Veterinary Officer, Dr Josphat Nyika.

operational centres in Mashonaland West
that offer veterinary extension services to
the rural community. The aim of such
centres is to improve the. wuduc\wuy u'
livestock. They also offer a
dehorning, castration, vaccmauan and
disease investigation and treatment.

The Guwa dip-tank caters for about.
800 cattle. In summer, when the tick
challenge is high, cattle are dipped once
weekly, butonce fortnightly inwinterwhen
the challenge is low.

co0
Sir Dawda’s impression of Zimbabwe.

PresidentJawara, whowas accompa-
nied by his wife Lady Jawara and the
Deputy Minister of Lands, Agriculture and
Rural Resettlement, Or Joel Kufandada,
said he was impressed by the economic,
socialand politcal progress of Zimbabwe.

*Because of my own background asa
veterinarian, | have seen more of the
agricultural aspects of this country than
other areas. | am very impressed by what
is being done in the agricultural and
commercial fields.”

He said Sans Souci Estates in Ruwa,
which he visited were as good as any in

the United States ard Europe.
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Sir Dawpa Jawara Tours VETERINARY RESEARCH LABORATORY AND Ruwa

Sir Dawda Jawara, had a busy
schedule in Harare, visiting the
Government's Veterinary Research
Laboratory in Borrowdale and the
Faculty of Veterinary Services at the
University of Zimbabwe, soon after
his return from the Victoria Falls.

Sir Dawda, was accompanied by his
wife Lady Jawara. He was welcomed
atthe Veterinary Research Laboratory
by the Director of the Department of
Veterinary services Dr Stuart
Hargreaves, the Minister of lands,
Agriculture and Rural Resetllement,
Cde Witness Mangwende, and the
deputy director in charge of tsetse
control, Cde Vitalis Chadenga.

He was taken on a tour of the
Iaboratory which was buil in 1987
with funds from the Danishaidagency,
Danida.

At the University of Zimbabwe, the

EsTATES, CHIBERO COLLEGE

Gambian leader was welcomed by
the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Walter
Kamba, the Dean of the Faculty of
Veterinary Studies, Professor
Graham Hill, and senior officials of
the university.

In a brief address to students in the
faculty, Sir Dawda said the visitto the
faculty was the highlight of his trip to
Zimbabwe because he hadbeen able
10“seeyourfamous faculty”Heurged
the students to work hard because
they had an important role to play in
national development.

Later in the day, President Mugabe
paid a courtesy call on his Gambian
counterpart at the Harare Sheraton
where Sir Dawda briefed him on his
impressionsofthe VictoriaFalls where
he toured the crocodile ranch farm
and, where he was shown large
numbers of corcodiles, as well as wild
cats and birds.

The managing director of
the crocodile farm, Mr Rob
Gee, said the crocodile
industry was expanding,
with demand increasing for
crocodile hides and meat
on both local and foreign

markets.

President Jawara first visited the
estate which is owned by Mr Doug
Brown, a former chairman of the
national Association of Dairy Farmers.
The estate is mainly a dairy farm
although it diversifies into
sheeprearing, embryo transfer, beef
and ostriches.

During his tour of both estate and the
college, President Jawara was
accompanied by the Deputy minister
of Lands, Agriculture and Rural
Restilement, Cde Joel Kufandada,
and Lady Jawara.

The Gambian President was taken
onatour of the sheep, dairy and beef
sections of the estate. The estate has
350 milking cows of the American
Holstein breed. Crops are grown only
to support livestock.

At Chibero, President Jawara was
also taken on a tour of the college
which included Visits to the dairy,
livestock and a new $500 000 dairy
built with money from the US aid.

Atthe end of his tour atthe college, he
was presented with a goat.

The Tall and Short of it

Dr. Blackburn President CVA with Mr. Peter Hangartner a V. year
BVSC Student of University of Zimbabwe. Mr. Hangartner is 7 ft.or
2.13 mtrs. He plans to work & do Post -Graduation in Wild-life -
Medicine. Giraffes Watch Out!

Every bigot was once a child free of prejudice
- Sister Mary de Lourdes
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SOCIAL EVENTS AT THE CONFERENCE

Zimbabwean Hospitality was at its
peak during: the weeklong
Conference. Dr. Batchelor, President
of ZVAHosteda Barbeque athisfarm
located on the outskirts of Harare..

A Barbeque was Hosted by the Staff
of Veterinary Research Laboratory.

Zimbabwean Vets with their Director
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Dr. G.G. Bawuti,is the first Black South African
Veterinarian to Graduate outfrom the University.
of Medunsa South Africa

Dr. Swanston (Monstrat) with Dr. Bert
Stevenson (Canada) 3

Dr. Bert Stevenson who was Acting
as Secretary Treasurer for the
Conference with Dr. Blackburn.
Financial Problems ?




CVA News

COMMONWEALTH
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION
Counci. MeeTiNG

The first ever Council Meeting of the.
CVA was held on Friday 14th
Septemberatthe Harare International
Conference Centre, Harare Regional
Representatives and Council
Members from 20 countries attended.
Dr. J.T. Blackburn presided over the
meeting. The following were present.
Dr. Abdul Rahman, India

Dr. David Banks, Fiji

Or. Barnor, Ghana

Dr. D. Batchelor, Zimbabwe

Dr. A. Benjamin, Caymen Istands
Dr. lan Crothers, Solomon Isfands
Dr. J. Dube Swaziland

Dr. R. Duckworth, New Zealand

Dr. Lebohang Khomari, Lesotho

Dr. R. Kibble, Australia

Dr. K. Lameta, Western Samoa

Dr. Alistar Mews, U.K. Reg. Rep.
Dr. Peter Msolla, Tanzania,

Dr. 1.D. Odur, Uganda

Dr. B Pryor, Australia, Reg. Rep.

Dr. H.C. Raminger, Sl. Vincent

Dr. J. Robinson, Antigua, Reg. Rep.
Dr. B. Stevanson, Canada

Dr. B. Touray, Gambia Reg. Rep.
Dr. Umo, G. Nigeria,

Dr. D.D. Wanasinghe, Srilanka

Dr. AA. Ramzee, Pakistan

Dr. Blackburnwelcomedthe members
and stressed the historic importance
of this meeting. Among the various
topics discussed at the meeting was.
the importance of communication
between member countries, and the
CVA.Members expressed theirdesire
to revive the CVA exchange
programme. Dr. Blackburn & Dr. Bert
Stevenson informed the members of
the financial constraints the CVA is
facing and asked members to
augument the finances of the CVA.
The decision of East, Central &
Southern Africa’s Regional Council
to raise a Regional Fund for inter
regional travel was applauded.
Members also praised the efforts of
Dr. Stevenson in making the Book &
Journal programme very effective.

The Councilrecordedits appreciation
of the efforts of Dr. Blackburn, Dr.
Archibald & Dr. Pryor in making the

P

Conference possible and. the
Commonwealthfoundationingeneral
& Dr.Inoke Faletau the Director of
Commonwealth foundation in
particular for their constant
encouragement and assistance and
to the Veterinarians of Zimbabwe,
and the ZVA for their hospitality.

PLENARY SESSION

The plenary session oftheConference
was held on 14th September Dr.
Faletau, Director, Commonwealth
Foundation formerly closed  the
Conference. Inhisaddress Dr. Faletau
said that it is-the efforts of such
associations that gives the
Commonwealth what it is today and
there s aneed to strengthen regional
network within the Commonwealth
Dr.F

A Barbeque was held at Ghipungi
village on 12th evening. All the
participants thoroughly enjoyed the
barbeque in the picturesque
surroundings. It was hosted by Mis
Rhone-Poulene.

AConference Banquetwas organised
on 13th night at Sheraton Hotel. Dr.
Inoke Faletau, Director, Common-
wealth Foundation speaking at the
dinner praised the Commonwealth
Vety. Association in keeping the
concepts of the Commonwealth and
said that the Pan Commonwealth
Conference was a worthwhile and
great event. He said that the member
countries of the Commonwealth had
inherited from the Empire, a great
language, democracy and the bestof
traditions, and that we are all equal
members of a great fraternity.

within the Commonwealth are
common and need to be tackled
collectively. The isolation of the

ButaLEX LAUNCHED
Buparvaquone marketedas ‘Butalex”

be overcome by drawing up
programmes to overcome this and
strengthening association activities.
Heassuredthe CVA of the continious
support of the Commonwealth

Foundation i future programmes of
the CVA.

Dr. Blackburn, President CVA
& Dr. Inoke Faletau, Director
Commonwealth Foundation at the
Plenary Session of the Conference

launched on 10th Sep. 1990 after the.
inauguration of the Pan Common-
wealth Veterinary Conference.
Zimbabwe is the first country to
register Butalex. Butalex is an anti-
theilerial drug which s very effective
against Theileria parva and
T.annulata.

on 10th Sept. atthe Port Deck of Harare

Sheraton at 5-30 immediately after the.
Inauguration of the Conference.
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VETERINARY SERVICES IN
TRANSKEI

Transkei, was formerly a part of
S.Africa and now forms part of one of
the 4 homelands. It has a population
of 3million. There are 12 Veterinarians
in Transkei from Uganda, Ghana,
Portugal and Germany. There is only
one Transkei veterinarian, agraduate
from Medunsa, S.Africa. There are 6
students from Transkei studying at
the Veterinary faculty in Medunsa,
S.Africa. Transkei being a pastural
country, sheep, goats and cattle form
the bulk of the animal population.
Sheep scab and Tick borne diseases
areimportant. Animal Health Assistant
Courses are conducted on a regular
basis. The head of the training and
extensiondecisionis Dr. lvanLwanga
Iga.

MozAmBIQUE
VETERINARIANS ATTEND

CVA News

Resolutions of Pan Commonwealth
Veterinary Conference 10 -14
September, 1990

Veterinary Education

1. African Veterinary schools should
be encouragedtotake the initative to
establish an accreditation scheme
among veterinary schools in Africa
(not necessarily fimited to Africa)

2. The Commonwealm should be

for distance leaming (eg satellite
broadcasting, down-ime television
etc) to developing countries, and the
reciprocal production of educational
programmes for use within the
Commonwealth.

7. The CVA should encourage the
development o regional cenres for

0 pro
and leuuwsmps mr both under-
graduate and post-graduate training
for personnels from developing
countries.

Training Animal Health Assistants

3. Relevant courses should be
modular, job- rather than syllabus-
oriented, include both production/
husbandry and health facets, have &
uniform core curriculum  with

i i be

and technical training
workshops and seminars, and also
encourage the flow of visitors from
developed countries toundertake
research at these centres while
contributing to_their teaching and
training programmes.

Vector Borne Diseases

CVA should seek to implement the
following:

8. Encouragement of - information

Col E

Fourveterinarians from Mozambique
Drs. Milarge Mohate, Joao Rafael,
Rosa Costa and Mohammed Harun
were  sponsered by the
o

conducted in English (where
appropriate) for two years with 50%
practical training, include the
organisation and provision of farmer
training and emphasise the

ity of animal health and

the Pan Commonwealth Veterinary
Conference atHarare. Talkingto CVA
news, they informed that they were
very pleased to be in Harare and
participate in the conference.

The Mozambique Veterinary school

situated in the capital city of Maputo
has 110 students on roll. The degree
course s of 5 years duration and the
medium of instruction is Portugese.

In Mozambique there are a total of
130 Veterinarians. The Veterinary
services programme aims at
eradicating disease. Underthe control
of 10 provincial directors. Foot and
Mouth disease has been erradicated
in the country. Bovine
trypanosomiasisisamajordiseasein
cattle. The cross breeding
programmes  includes crossing
friesen catlle with the local breed

welfare.

4. Developed countries should be
encouraged to provide grants with an
emphasis on courses rather than
individuals, and on ensuring that deli-
very centresare adequately equipped
to provide their service effectively.

5. Adequate consideration shouldbe
given to the involvement of village
communities in personnel selection,
the potential role: of demonstrably
effective traditional healing
procedures, and the benefits of close
collaboration with NGO's and
centralised government services for
effective delivery of Community-
based animal health care.

Post-Graduate Training And
Continuing Professional Develop-
ment

6. Encouragement should be given

g
countries to develop an overall
strategy towards integrated control of
vector-bome  diseases, especially
involving genetically resistant
animals, concentrating on improved
diagnosticabilityand vaccinedelivery
while consideringthe socio-economic
impact of the methodologies.

9. Choice of both control strategy
and research target invites
consideration of both financial and

uman resources, primary concerns
being environmentalimpact, women's
role and targeting the poorer strata of
society while encouraging the active
involvement of industry at an early
stage of research and development.

10. The importance of education and
training as key aspects of the
approach to vector-borne disease
control, directed atalllevels, technical,
administrative policy making as well
as the farmers themselves, leading
ultimatelytothe fundamental question
of population control.

Helminthiasis

I National and regional definition of

“LADIM" They

e n

problem should be

13
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encouraged in terms of mortality and
impaired productivity, to facilitate
decisions: on the necessity for the
institution of control measures which
should be based on integrated
parasite control principles, including
the exploitation of genetic resistance
to infestation, development of
vaccines, stimulation of innate
immunity, tactical rather than

intervention involving supple-

of relevant fish dvsease and the wide

protein agroindustrial by-products,
especially of lactating cows, and the
use of arificial insemination where
appropriate, probably excluding
oestrus synchronisation butincluding
improved oesfrus - detection
procedures.

|5b Thereisa need for research on

modification of management such as
stocking rate, mixed grazing systems,
intermediate host control and
supplementary feeding. All such
approaches should be subject to
rigorous cost-benefit analysis and
monitoring of efficacy, and
supported by thorough education and
training programmes.

Panzootics and their Control

12. Governments  should be
encouraged to define and implement
those services perceived to be of
national importance and foster the
privatisation of aspects not included
in this category.

13. The initiation of cost recovery for

mallvil
CVA should explore whether it could
obtain support for discrete studies to
closely define the present situation
with village farming systems.

16. The CVA should encourage
governments to review urgently their
land tenure, stock ownership and
primary produce marketing policies

material to promote
the adoption S
should be included in veterinary and
animal production curricula.

Wild Life Management

20. The CVA encourages the
increased involvement  of
veterinarians in wild life management
and conservation. Recommends that
government directors of veterinary
andwildife servicesfosterthetraining
and posting of Veterinarians to wild
life reserves etc. and that heads of
veterinary faculties consider the
incorporation of wild life studies in
their curricula.

Veterinary Services

of land degradation and soi erosion
causedby overstocking, and to foster
the development of sustainable
integrated crop and livestock
production systems.

Draught Animal Power

17. The CVA encourages the
expansion of research and

services tendered, and

especially in relat

should be examined to provide

the interactions between work,

21. C
maximise veterinary effectiveness -

a. Veterinarians need the skills to
be able to understand their farmers
aims and objectives.

b. Veterinarians need more skillsin
extension and communication so that
they can translate their knowledge
into production via the farmer.

c. Veterinarians need better
understanding of nutritional demands
and how these can be met in all
circumstances.

d. Veterinarians needtounderstand

funding for
livestock services, which should be  foster the use of cows for traction,
staffed at levels with and the of improved,
the actual requirements of the simple and cheap

livestock sector. methods

Village Education Programmes on
Livestock production and Fertility

14. Village education programmes
should be instituted via consultation
with communal decision makers,
based on producers’ aniral produ-
ction goals, and include women,
children through the inclusion of
‘animal husbandry inschool curricula,
and on-farm demonstration of the
benefits of relevant

18. Village traction requirements for
village andtransportshouldbeclosely
definedtoaiddecisionsonappropriate
species utilisation (eg Cattle
Donkeys) and their numbers for
particular purposes.

Aquaculture
19. Tt

animal
mcludlngmtegraﬂonulstocklypesso

to maxinise _svalable fod
illsaton: and i, e
exposurewmlebemgenwonmemauy
sensitive.

6. Research and the application of
research should continue to work
fowardsthe reductionanderadication
of disease with animal reliance on

village animal and crop production
systems is seen as having great

f. There should be a recognition

15.a. Improvement of fertilty should
be fostered through increased herd
control with fencing etc., nutritional

potentalf
proteinsuppliesandthe CVA supports
research on the development of such
integrated systems including studies

including school in order that village
farmers appreciate better the need
for productivity

Dr. B Touray, Vice Presipent CVA Has Been Evectep As The VP For A FurTHER TermM OF 2 YEaRs.




. Systems need to be developed
whereby village farmers and those
looking after animalsincuding women
get direct reward for their efforts.

h. In the short term, increased

programmes.

23. In view at the multidisciplinary
nature of many of the topics
considered, the CVA should liaise
with the Commonwealth Agricultural

commercial farms. These could be
simultaneously used for training
village farmers.

General

22. Recognising the importance of
women in small holder farming
systems, the CVA supports the
increased participation of female
veterinarians in developing country

the implementation of its resolutions.

24. These resolutions should be
widely disseminated to such
organisations as FAD, UNDP, WHO,
Commonwealth government bodies
and veterinary journals within the
Commonwealt

25. The - functions of relevant
government regulatory services
should be enhanced by increased

Exe:ulwe Committee Members ' with Dr. Inoke Faletau

Robinson, Dr. Faletau, Dr. Blackburn, Dr. Touray & Dr. Khomari
Slandlng LR : Dr. S, Abdul Rahman, Or. Mews, Dr. Pryor & Dr.

CVA News

focus on the management of
information services related to
disease and the quantification of the
impact of disease incidence on
productivity.

26. The CVA secretariat should be
asked to publish and distribute an
updated directory of animal health
assistants.

27. The CVA is encouraged to seek
funds to allow increased participation
at Pan Commonwealth and regional
meetings by personnels  from
developing countries.
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SCIENTIFIC SESSION

There were three main themes to the
conference; these were: animal
health; animal production; and
veterinary education and training.
The sessions on animal health were
extremely wide ranging and covered
a variety of topics, including vector
bome diseases, helminthiasis in
ruminants and workshops on
trypanosomiasis control and. the

subjects. However, it could not be
overemphasised how important the
local disease and production scene
was 1o a particular country. It was
certainly not a question of the total
hours of teaching as had now been
recognised in Europe but the
possession of adequate knowledge
by the graduates.

Professor Soulsby, Cambridge,
reviewed the subject of CPD in UK.

Dr. Dale Smith of Guelph discussed
the new degrees which have been
instituted in Canada at the post-
graduate level to produce clinical
specialists. The University of Guelph
has also set up a new graduate
diploma which is suitable for

control of nematodes in small  Professor F.GW. Hill, Dean of the  Canadians going to work in

ruminants and buffalo. Harare Veterinary School, outlined developing countries and for
thecurtentposiioninZimbabue. The  veternary” surgeons. from these

i icy willrequi countries.

equally wide ranging with  graduates to take a qualifying

considerable emphasis on the  examination before they are able o The subject of distance learning was;

i i country. Tl [ i

at h whichwasbasically  was aroused by the Dean of the

management attracted large
audiences and the papers were of a
uniformly high standard. The saving
of the Black Rhino was discussed

clinical, was outlined by the speaker.

It would appear that at present the
mutual. recogriton of veterinary
le for

Murdoch School who described the.
school's MSc. course in smallanimal
medicine and surgery which has just
begun. Th\s\sd.unewhc\lybydlslance

from avariety of
a review of the drugs used in their
capture and the care of and
management from the precapture to
the post-release periods. One paper
was devoted o the disease problems.
of farmed ostriches and crocodiles.

The first session on veterinary
education was devoted to the
discussion ofthe mutal recognition of
veterinary degrees throughout the
Commonwealth. The Registrar of
RCVS, Alastair Porter, outiined the
history ofthe subject of recognition of
degrees of he veterinaly schools in

Some considerable time. There were,
however, some representatives of
African countries who felt that this
should be explored on a similar basis
to the Australian scheme.

learning ncluding
telephone tutorial sessions.

- Ron Jones,
Veterinary Times, November 1990

TIT BITS OF CONFERENCE

in mid-tour.

Agroup of wives was abandoned by their guide and left stranded

Another party, enjoying a sunset cruise on the Zambesi river,

Australia, Canada, New Zealand
South Africa.

This had been achieved by a system
of visitations similar to that utilised by
the RCVS for the six UK schools. The
situation was now changing and a
system of internal assessment had
been set up by the Australian
Veterinary Board and also included
New Zealand.

The interpretation of reciprocity was
opentodiscussion. treally meantthe
same sort of training in the same
language and the same sort of

found drifting

into the night.

Smoke billowed through Hialabia: ol struggled to
extinguish the fire in the engine compartment; once they brought
it under control, the boat was left powerless, drifting helplessly
down the crocodile infested river in the gathering gloom towards
the precipice and the 350-foot drop into the foaming torrents it
was ultimately towed to safety.

A coach chartered for the same party broke down after dark,
within foot of a herd of elephants. But there were no casualties,
and everyone arrived safely back in the UK.

‘When Dr. Inoke Faletau, Director Commonwealth Foundation,
landed at Harare he found that his luggage was missing. It arrived
2 days later.
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Visit To UNIVERSITY OF ZIMBABWE'S FACULTY OF VETERINARY SCIENCE

Dr. G. Hamiton, Dean, Faculty of

- Veterinary Science, Univ. of
Sasketchwan, Mrs. Hamilton, Dr. A.
Ramzee (Pakistan) ‘and Dr. Abdul
Rahmanvistedthe Veterinary Faculty
of Univ. of Zimbabwe. They were
shown around the campus and also
met the faculty members.

L-R Dr. Hamilton & Mrs. Hamilton,
Dr. Abdul Rahman, Dr. Ramzee at the
Veterinary School with the
administrator

LR Dr. Ramzee, Dr. Rao, Dr. Mohan
(Faculty members) & Dr. Hamilton
at the Veterinary School

Students at Dissection in the
Department of Anatomy
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Impressions of a Veterinarian from U.K. on his Visit to Harare - kumarsivau

My journey to Zimbabuwe was the first
I have made to southern Africa, and | had
a limited knowledge of what would find.
The flight | chose seemed to be attempting
asublle, if inaccurate education in whatto

expect.
Burtonand SpekesNineteentheentury
explorations o the “Dark Continent” were

the subject of the in-flight mcwe, /\m vie
which is notable in that it was the only one
I have ever managed to stay awake and
entoy. Pictures of painied frbes and
malarious exploveys rvmiormd images
of Africa mngcs
i ket e
on African al’[awrs centering around wars

contempt. I haven'tdiscoveredtheanswer,
but then 1 haven't had the advantage of
year's of training in these sory atttudes.
ed into an hotel. I chose
budget accomodtion so as not to strech
my pecuniary line too far. “Budget” as a
description can cover a mulitude of sins.
In this case my modest room , in which |
spent many weeks, was clean with plenty
of hot water, a choice of beds, and an
English-style cooked breakfast was
provided between 6.30 and 7.30am,
illustrating the Zimbabwean passion for
starting work at an unreasonably early
hour.
Mysta)

rtfrom

famine and racis
follof ieture sling mathat I should e
goneon holiday to the Mediterranean, and

the hotel educaled meinthe
sapar

& mindane application 3 a theans of
assisting pain-free locomotion. As a result

looking through a pictorial atlas of Africa
and by reading some well chosen texts on
<ubjects such: as Trypanosomiasis and
Heartwater.

My fears deepened, as on arrival at
Lusaka airport in dawn light at the start of
a ten hour stop-over, | began to shiver in
the cold of that August moming. Surel
this couldn't be Africa? Itwastoo cold and
1 couldn't see any elephants

My previous tiips 1o east and central
Africa had thankiuly taught me the
falsehood of these misconceptions.
However, old images die hard and persist
in the thinking of many of ihose

Zimbabwe formostora of thetrves, il

bacteriology %cllons The wildlife unit.
s 10 be on call to the rapidly

serological screening of wildlife
populations.

The University of Zimbabwe also
provided me with a greal opportunity o
fcarn about velerinary work in this part of
the world. 1 found the standard of the
students to be very high. | was surprisedo
find that the emphasis of the teaching
seemed to be so.similar to that | had been
accustomed to at the University of Bristol:
The faciltis for teaching were good as so
muchoftheequipmentisnew. The problem
the university faces seems o be how t
attract academic staff and how (o keep
them there. Al present there is a large

i including

5 i

the antiquated TV set during ts frequent
ats of sound and /or vision loss; i the

next moment | was able fo use the same

atalented regular supply of guest lecturers
irom the University of Utretcht.

The highlights of my trip was

i the

it
ﬂoor \uokmg lor edible matter. A heavy
oot is of limited value in the pursuit of
- kroaches as the time taken to build up
e momentum to achieve a suitably
e sl e with the:
speed at which cockroaches move.

steaks. The quality of the meat and the
standard of its preparation was generally
very high. One could even eal steaks at
Harare’s own Mexican restaurant withits
sombrero clad African doorman.

My only attemptat tourism was fo isit

the floor does litle to improve
mlauonswumhepmp\emmmnmhe w.

One of the other exciting features of
my room was the tlephone, This refused

VictoriaFalls.

have been a good ideaif the designerof the
saher eldely lane bad remer mbered 10
allow for legs might_have
Beeved, raber unkindly that the plane

Nevertheless it seemed 1o sense when |
might be_aslecp or_atemping (his
dthat

‘The flight only lasted one hour. This was.
doubly fortunate as | had contracted the

way o
h[e which lhlmnhghlened age: shoul(lhnve
seen the back of
By the time. 0’ ‘my arrival in Harare on
a Friday evening, the city had fallen into
darkness at the start of a three day holiday
to honour those killed in the war to achieve
majoriy rule
0 arrive in a country in the dark is
o

would chose to_divert the i

{he previous vening. On my arrival nhe

the only way to_deal with the rampant
receiver was o bury it beneath several
layersof blanketsinmy unoccupied second
bed.

 of my work was based at the
Veterinary Research Laboratoriesin Harare.

to soak in the images of the nascent
adventure through the  headlights of

laboratories serving Zimbabwe and they
are staffed by a dedicated collec\\on nl

buildings. All el is cloaked, teasi
by witholding_ the essential info

wonder of the world, iately wentto

bed, behevmgmyselhobela!lowmgm(he
tradition of those malarious adventurers
who's images had beenso imprinted upon
me during the long flight 0 Africa. | awoke
the foflowing day after twelve hours sleep
and dragged myself off to see the "smoke
that thunders". The falls were indeed an
interesting sight, but the combination of a
fevered belly, ()versliled descnmmm by

common feature
was that they all had 00 much work 0 do

10 experier
Thatwas ll long ago: Now | am more
fnowledgeable butyel confsed as o the
may be that a
o gips with

e difficult
oo by he el st
Britishness of a country which is o very
different from that “green and pleasant
land

Itarted my stay with an elderly retired
tobacco farmer and his wife. |was fed and

treated well v

; and it
being the end of g iy season s
lhele ‘was not as much water than in more

isn keeping qualed echnican. The
pay is very poor and there has been a
regular flow of echmical siaf 1o the
University and to private concerns where
the pay is belter.

e work of the laboratories covers
many areas including the development of
oral rabies vaccines for delivery to jackals;
investigations into the prevelance of
bacterial diseases suchas leptospirosis and
brucellosis; foot and mouth serology and
epidemiological investigation related o
1989, There is

reat their saff with such udeness and

backed up by wology, parasitology and

,leftme notas
impressed as 1 felt | should have been, for
which | felt very guily. | ried to assuage
this uit by taking 3 erse collection of
pictures. Pictures will never come
close to capmrlng, he [eelmg of the depth
of the gorge the sound o the tumbling
water and the fine spray alighting on the
path in certain areas.

11eft Zimbabwe two days later having.
learnt an incalculable amount about that
land. A country | had come to like and one
which I will visit again to see the beauty
spots | missed and to renew the friendships
Imade.
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PromoTiNG ComMONWEALTH UNDERSTANDING AMONG PROFESSIONALS

M.N. Subhash, an Indian doctor, did
not know there was a country called
Tuvalu, lef alone that it was also a
member of the Commonwealth, until
he came across someone from the
Pacific island nation.

He met Mr. Pokia Tihala, a Tuvaly
Senior civil servant, when the two
joined a group of Commonwealth
professionalsforastudyvisittoBritain
and the Caribbean.

The visit was arranged by the
Commonwealth Foundation underits
annual felowship scheme designed

Another was Miss Mary Anne
Ciappara, a pharmacist from the
Mediterranean island of Malta. She
was, however, pleased o discover
that all members of the group knew
about her own country, even though
both Tuvalu and Malta were small
states.

She found Guyana to be an exciting
part of the Commonwealth and was
much taken by its greenery,
somethinglackingin herown country,
she said.

Guyana, the Caribbean Community
Secretariat, Georgetown, and the
Guyana Society Professional Gentre
where they took part in a disoussion
on ‘“the role of the professional in
society.”

Among leaders to receive them were
President Desmond Hoyte of Guyana
and Miss Eugenia Charles, Prime
Minister of Dominica, the
Commonwealth's only other woman
leader apart from Britain’s Mrs
Margaret Thatcher and Mrs Benazir
Bhutto of Pakistan.

to give seleme

Miss Ciappara, Dr Subhash and Mr
4 :

11 Ce countries who

e knowledge il

understanding of the 50-member
Commonwealth.

Dr. Subhash, 42, from Bangalore,
s::um nd, 1reely admitted_ h

made up the group.

The others were from Australia,
Botswana, The Gambia, Nigeria,
Singapore, St Vincent, Tonga and
Western Samoa.

, they

offer by President Hoyte of nearly a
million acres of his country's
Amazonian forest for a
Commonwealth project.

The aim of the project is to study
utilisation of forest resources without
damaging the environment and
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The grants represent a new initiative.
by Commonwealth leaders to
encourage and facilitate ~better
communications among Common-
wealth NGOs through CLUs. The
initiative was an acknowledgement
by leaders of the role played by
voluntary bodies in development.

Before travelling to the Caribbeanthe
group spent a fortnight in Britain, a
highlight of which was a meeting at
Buckingham palace with Queen
Elizabeth Il as Head of the Common-
wealth.

They attended seminars on the
evolution of the Commonwealth, its
role in the interational community,
the major political, economic and
social issues facing its members and
the role of the professions in
development.

The intensive programme arranged
for them by the Foundation enabled

Foundation. This has given me a lot
of exposure to other parts of the
Commonwealth, which will be useful
in my work.”

Allmernbers of the group were agreed
on the value of the fellowship, which
enabled them to share knowledge
and experience with people from
different countries and from different

at work, both at official and unofficial
levels.

One of the fellows, Mr Yakubu
Mohammed, 40, managing editor of
tch i igeria, said

walks of life. They pledged on their
return home 1o work for a better
understanding of the Commonwealth.

This was the sixth group to be

They visited Hou
headguarters of the Foundation and
the Commonwealth Secretariat, the
international organisation at the
service of all Commonwealth
governments, and the Common-
weauh Institute as well as Common-

it was his first contact with the
Commonwealth, eventhough he had
been reporting on Commonwealth
affairs as a journalist.

“This involvement has solidified my
the

launched the scheme in 1985.

Previous groups visited India,
Malaysia, Singapore, Kenya, Uganda
and Tanzania, besides Britain. The

ealth
based in London.

Commonwealth Secretariat and the

ipin 1991 will tour the South

.Pacific. - Commonwealth Feature.

SecReTARY GENERAL OF CAMHADD IN BANGALORE, INDIA

Secretary General of Commonwealth
Association for Mental Handicap and
Developmental Disabilfties, Dr. V.R.
Pandurangi, was in Bangalore, India.
Dr. Pandurangi called on Dr. S. Abdul
Rahman, Editor, CVA News and
Council Member of CVA, for India. A
meeting with other Commonwealth
Representatives stationed in
Bangalore was organised. Two other
representatives of Commonwealth
professional association are stationed
in Bangalore. They are Dr. C.P. B.
Kurup, who represents India on the
Commonwealth Nursing Association
and Dr. M.N. Subhash who is the
Indian Representative of CAMHADD.
Various issues common to
professional associations in  the
Commonwealth were discussed

CAMHADD organised a two day
seminar on'Safe Motherhood Initiative:
and Child survival at Bangalore on
3rd and 4h December, 1990.

Dr. Pandurangi, (second from left) with Dr. S. Abdul Rahman, Dr. Kurup
(extreme left) and Dr. Subhash (extreme right)

Dr. S. Abdul Rahman, Council Member of CVA for India and
[Editor of CVA News has been awarded the Karnataka State
Award for 1990 for his services to the Veterinary Profession.
He is the first Veterinarian to receive the award.
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ASIA

SRri LankA VETERINARY AssoclaTioNn NEws

‘The 43rd Annual General Conference
and the Scientific Session of the Sri
Lanka Veterinary Association was
heldin Colombo on 17th August 1990.
The Minister of Agricultural
Development and Research Hon.
RM. Dharmadas Banda M.P. who
was the chief guest declared open
the session by lighting the traditional
oil lamp. In his address to the
Association the Minister stressed the
urgentneedforincreasingthenational
milk production. He observed that
only less than 25% of the milk
consumed in Sri Lanka is produced
locally. The Minister promisedto give
his support to help the Veterinarians
to increase the country's milk
production. He requested the
Association to submit to him a plan to
develop the Dairy Industry in Sri
Lanka.

Dr. A. Bandaranayake, former
Director Department of Animal
Production and Health Consultant to
the Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock, presently Consultant to
Nestle Lanka Ltd. delivered the
keynote address. In his address Dr.
Bandaranayake expressed his
concern about the slow growth of the

dairy industry. He observed that the -

growth of the dairy industry was not
proportional to the volume of funds
injected into the industry. He
discussed about the high cost of
veterinary services, shortage of

r. Upal Jayasefars, o) President of SLVA racalving the Cet Gsst Hon,
RM. Dharmadasa Banda Minister of Agric. Devp. & Research

qualified Veterinarians, and the
inadequacies of the Artificial
Insemination Services.

Dr. M. UpaliJayasekarathe President
of the Association tracing the history
of Veterinary practice in Sri Lanka
said that, even the ancient kings

The Hon.Minister gave away the
awards 1o the authors of the best
scientific article published in the Sri
Lanka Veterinary Journal and to the
authors of the best clinical paper
présented at the last annual scientific
sessions.

and tieatment of sick animals, of
course on grounds.

Atth i ion 18 scientific-
papers were presented. There was
Veterinary

Dr. Jayasekara's theme was “The
role of veterinary profession in
increasing the nutritional standards
of the nation". He elaborated on the
contributions of the veterinary
profession towards achieving. this
goal.

pharmaceutical and equipments were
exhibited by a number of firms.

The Scientific Session was followed

y the Business meeting of the
Assomamm Atthe business meeting
the following office bearers for the
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year 1990/91 were elected.

President : Dr. K. Balachandran
President

Elect : Dr. M.Fahmy lsmail
Vice

Presidents : Dr.D.D. Wanasinghe

Dr. $.S.E. Ranawane

Dr. D.D. Wanasinghe, Asian
Representative of the
CVA greeting the
Chief Guest

Sri LANKAN VETERINARY STUDENT IN INDIA

How happy, | am now as a veterinary.
graduate of the University of
Agriculture science Bangalore! Inever
realized the years | spent here at the
collegetobe oversoon. | getafeeling
that | landed in Bangalore at the
airport, from Srilanka, just the other
day. Luckily | have nothing but very
sweet memories 10 Carry. s
with me back home

Even e kid, somehow |
loved als - never |
e Somehow
would look upon animals
as very lovely creatures to |
be cared for. That was the =
starting point for my love of j
animals. We had a
pomeranianathome; some

time or the other | had o go to the
vet.clinicwiththe dog. There noticed
how an animal was treated. |, 100,
wanted to become a doctor to treat
animals. Then | made up my mind.

In 19811 secured a Gold Medal as
one of the best all-round students in
Srilanka. This was my second School
Exam | was overjoyed getting this
honour. As | finished my university
entrance examination, | applied to
Government of India for admission to
Vet. College. Fortunately | was
selected on a Scholarship, * enough
to maintain oneself’,

During the first few days, | didn't find
any friends and | was lttle homesick!
Verysoongotover ince

Hony.
Secretary : Dr. (Ms)H.M.S.P. Heralh

ny.
Tveaysurar : Dr. S.P. Gunaratne
The Sessions were brought to close
after a grand dinner at the Hotel
Ramada Reniance Colombo. The
Hon. Minister was the Chief Guest.
The dinner was well attended by the
members, their spouses, leading
animal husbandarians and well
wishers.

The Vet.College got first prize in
cricket tournment and | scored 98
runs to a grand total 217 runs. | take.
prideinthatbesides, |was the captain
of the Cricket Team.

1 found Dev, Roger, Sharath to give
me company and also a hundred
cheers! To this day we have been
very fast friends. The other students
in the course were not
less friendly. Because
they t0o took a fancy to
meandlalsolovedthem.
Solong | have never felt
out of home mainly on
account of such a good
" group.!

s
\ g 4 é | have loved Kannada
| Language and the

people of Karnataka.
The people are very good. The
language s sweet. | did not exert my
self to learn Kannada. Some how |
started acquiring a few words in
Kannada to manage a conversation.
Some Kannada songs, which | have
sung, fetched me prizestoo. Of allthe

“subjects, | found anatomy and

physiology very tough. This is true of
other students also. And yet the
teachers were very helpiul while
guiding me. Funnily every year the
newlyadmitiedvet studentsare given
a fair warning about the difficulty of
these two subjects!!

o

outin amajor way is my internship- |
worked at Red Dane project, Frozen
Semen bank and soon | acquired
practical vety. clinical knowledge. |
should say this period was the very.
best of my stay at the Veterinary
College. :

Chandrikaprasad (Fiji Island), Roger
Bovell (Guyana) and | thought of
forming a Foreign Student Association
for the first time at the Veterinary
College having office bearers and so
on. It came into being successfully in
which | was the treasurer for two.
years. Professor H.A.Ramakrishna,
Department of English, has been
Foreign Student Adviser at the
University and his constant concern
for the well being of foreign student
will ever remain green in mind.

Finally, before | close, | should thank
all the Professors of the Vet.College
and teaching Staff for making me a
veterinary Surgeon. | hope | shall
make use of this knowledge, | have
obtained here, to the best possible
advantage in future.

Arunasiri Iddamalgoda B.V.Sc.
Srilanka.
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Australasian Region to
Help Western Samoa After
Cyclone Damage

Early this year Western Samoa was
devastated by one of the worst
cyclones iniits history. Dr. Bill Pryor,
Regional Representative has
established contact with Dr Ken
Lameta the Western Samoan
Regional councillor who has advised

AUSTRALASIA

Pan Pacific Veterinary Conference

May 12-17 1991, Sydney, Australia

"Veterinarians and the Environment"

The Australian and New Zealand
Veterinary Associations are joining
together for the first time to present a
Pan Pacific Conference onthe theme

that

completely destroyed, about 90% of
stock fencing was lost though
fortunately actual stock losses were
not high.

Alldepartments suffered greatlosses
o buildings and other assets and Dr
Lameta lost portion of his office as
was alsothe case withthe conference
room and library. Most of the books
and journals were destroyed by flood
waters.

The Australasian region is mounting
a program to solicit veterinary

textbooks, journals and reports tobe .

donated to Western Samoa.

It any member of CVA can assist
could they notify Dr Pryor in Australia
or write directly to Dr Lameta whose
address is:

Dr. K Lameta,

Chief Livestock Officer,
Department of Agriculture,
Forests and Fisheries,
PO Box L1874,
APIA, Western Samoa

Everybody needs a hug. It
changes your metabolism

- Leo Buscaglia

in Sydney in May 1991

The conference will begin with an
“open house’ welcoming reception
for delegates and their families at
Sydney’s famous Opera House on
Sunday May 12, and scientific
sessions will run at the prestigious
Darling Harbour Convention Centre
unitl May 17.

The conference is a chance for
veterinarians to update themselves
on the environmental issues which
willincreasingly affectthe profession.
It also offers top quality continuing
education in many other areas.

A packed: scientific_program will
include more: than 200 sessions in
veterinary research and the
environment; practice management
and marketing; small animal medicine
and surgery; horses; cattle, sheep

The social program will make full use
of Sydney's attractions, including
cruises on Sydney's superb harbour,
atour of Taronga Zoo on the harbour
foreshores, and tours to native fauna
reserves.

Registration is $A500 or $US400 for
five days of sessions in nine venues. -
Included in the registration fee is the
Open House at the Opera House;
lunches on three days of the
conference; and coffee throughout
the conference.

The AVAINZVA conference gives
visiting veterinarians a chance to
explore the world's most beautiful
harbour city. Sydney is also the
gateway to the whole Australian
experience — Ayers Rock and the
rugged outback; the glowing corals of
the Great Barrier Reef; tropical
rainforests; untouched wildemess;
fantastic beaches; unique fauna;
friendly cities...

The President of the AVA, Dr Bob
Kibble, and of the NZVA, Dr Bob
Duckworth

veterinary projects in developing
countres; companion animals and

to veterinarians from all countries to
cometo Darling Harbour in 1991 and

wildlife
andcansewanon,and animal welfare.

More than 250 speakers from
Australia, New Zealand, and the
United States will be presenting
papers.

The conference will bring together
the many diverse groups interested
gwithin

a soundly-managed environment.

hospitality.

For registration form and more
information on tours, contact Ingrid
Schmidt, National Australia Travel
Services, 105 Miller Street, North
Sydney, Australia 2060, fax 61 2
959 5502.

For more information on scientific
sessions contact Dr Bill Gee, AVA,
Po Box 371 Artarmon, Australia
2064.
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New Roles for Vets in
Decade of Opportunity

Changing roles for veterinarians as
Australia's ivestockindustry develops
on-farm practices to cope with new
market demands are one of
implications in arural research report
commissioned by the AVA.

Canberra-based rural researcher
ACILpreparedthe reporton economic
developments in the Australian
livestock industries as the first of a
regual series for the AVA.

ACIL predicts—

- An increased national cattle herd,
reaching 285 million by 1995, with
farm management having to change
to meetspecificmarketrequirements
and new developments in marketing
and handling, processing and quality
assurance, as well as product
development

- Pressures on sheepmeatprocessors
d

ACIL says farm

year in that broadacre industries il
be dominated by the decline in wool
income and sheep sale receipts, with
farm cash operating surplus falling
nearly 10 per cent (16 in real terms)

SEMEN ANALYSIS SERVICE

Anmclal insemination with frozen
emen is widely used in the
Aus(rallan livestock - industries.

pricesisbacked upbyforecastsmade.
to the national Agricultural and
Resources Outlook Conference held
in Canberra in February. These
showed sow numbers increasing this
year by 3 per cent, with Canadian
pork imports likely to be insignificant
in the short and medium terms.

The conference’s forecast for poultry
was for a steady production rise to
477 Kt in 1995 and for continued
improvements in productivity.

However, until now
no method of accurately assessing
the quallty of frozen semen.

The Department of Agriculture,
South Australia, has introduced a
semenanalysisserviceforlivestock.
Using advanced technology, the
serviceproducesaceurate analysis
of mammalian semen for sperm
motiity and concentration. This data
will eliminate the disagreement,
doubt and confusion often
associated with the  subjective
of semen.

cutcosts, andonthe livestockindustry
10 ensure humane animal husbandry
practices, especially with the real
prospect of significant drought n the
early 19905

o th
face of falling real prices.

The President of the AVA special
interest group the Australian
Association of Catle Veterinarians,
Dr Chris Hibburt, said the AGIL
research report reinforced that
veterinarians must maintain a
constant effort to update and extend
theirknowledge beyondthetraditional
fields of veterinary science. “This will
include awareness of welfare and
environmental factors affecting the
livestock industry,” he said. “The

forthe meat, dairy andwoolindustries

image analysis system to give
accurate information on semen

y
with us for along time,” he said. “The:
veterinary profession has not
suddenly been confronted with the
prospectof arapidly changingindustry.
to service. Attitudes of many
veterinarians o these industry
changes have already resultedinnew

- Pork and poultry per capita information  together  with
i on um
rise semen quality standards. Al
analyses and are

- Falling wool returns forcing confidential.

producers to focus on further
productivity improvement, with a
switch in emphasis from investment
in pastures and genetics to
management strategies

-Dairy pricesand production expected
to fall after 1993, with the need for

AL present the semen ana\ys\s
sperm

Dr Hibburt said veterinarians were
already finding the necessity, and

motility and mnoen(muon St
and frozen-thawed semen from all
mammalian species. In the near
future

in such services as feedlot
consultancy, dairy and beef herd
reproductive management and

fo incorporate analysis of sperm

cormnulng producﬂvl(y
paramount

ACIL says the Australian Bureau of
Agricultural and Resource Economics
description of the 1990s as adecade
of opportunity for the meat industries
is supported by general consensus.

Itsays beefmarket developments will
affect prices received by all livestock
producers, and consequently will
affect their management strategies.

underway aimed at impraving the

artificial breeding
techniques

He said the changes predicted by
ACIL inari

capacny of spermatozoa.
Australian Veterinary Journal,
11April,

‘Some wool producers wil be able to
switch to cattle and grains, creating
more demand for technical and
managemen( advice, ACIL says
pigmeat and poultry, ACIL's
vmdmg that rising beef prices should

having a role as consultants involved
in whole farm management and
economic performance, with a view
to consumer requirements.

“The end result may mean that fewer
vetsarerequiredtoservice increasing
numbers of stock in a more
consultative and advisory capacity,”
he sai
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Humane DisposaL oF AGED SHEep ‘MusT BE ADDRESSED’

The Australian Sheep Velerinary
Society, a special interest group of
the AVA, is to evaluate the potential
problem of the humane disposal of
aged sheep, given the huge build-up
in Australia’s sheep population.

problem is a real one and should be
addressed now.

He said with the Australian sheep
population probably more than 20
million higher over the past five or six
years, the onset of a drought would

Western lands of NSW, in an effortto
halt soil degradation.

Dr Farquharson said the farming
community should be made aware
thatin the event of drought they could
not just let animals starve, but must

The AVA's on the
National Consultative Committee on
Animal Welfare, Dr John Srmith, has
asked for the group’s views because
of concers expressed by, some
committee members.

Dr. Smith said the build-up of old
sheep numbers had occurred
because of high wool prices, the
absence of significant drought over
the past seven years, and the (now
declining) market for older shesp in
the Middle East.

“Sudden drought and/or a 'serious

suddenly coming onto the market for
disposal

With prices already extremely low for
these sheep —a pen of 42 sheep at
Yass had recently sold for a total $1,
and a mob of ewes brought only $1
each — farmers would not bother
sending sheep in for slaughter, but
would cuttheir throats or shoot them.

“With the increase of sheep numbers
there are fewer animals being
slaughtered soa ot of abattoirs have
closed down, which means we have

result in the problem of the humane
disposal of millions of aged sheep of
no.commercial value,” he said:

The president-elect of the sheep.
group, Dr Bruce Farquharson of the
University of Sydney, says the

available for slaughter,” he said.

He said he believed Victoria was the
only state which had legislation

proper provision for either feeding

sheep in drought, or humanely
destroying them. ‘ltis a real problem
which we have to address — and we
must be proactive about t” he said.
“You are goingto have to enforce that
these animals are destroyed, or kept
from starving. “ltis importantto make
people aware that the problem is
there, to address the problem of what
is humane disposal, and make the
farming community aware there are
certain proceduresthey shouldtake.”
D idcuttingthe throat

Dr potential
source of Iavge numbers of sheep
suddenlycoming ontothe marketwas
the possible government control of
stockingratesintheleaseholds of the

0
was quick and effective if done
properly, butwith very large numbers
of sheep shooting was quicker.
Carcases then had to be properly
disposedof eitherby burialorburning.

World-first Vaccine ‘Spay’ for Cows Launched in Queensland

A Vaccine against pregnancy in
cows launched by Arthur Webster
Pv.Ltdandthe Sydney-based Peptide
Technology Ltd in June is being
claimed as a world first for Australia.

The GNRF peptide-based
vaccine, Vaxstrate, has been provi-
sionally registered for use in
Queensland and the Northern
Territory.

The companies say it could
replace the need to surgically spay
cull cows.

Surgicalspayingisusually carried
out without  anaesthetic -
veterinarians in these states. It can
result in a heavy toll on growth
performance during recovery, oreven
death.

Cows which arrive at slaughter in
calf have significantly depressed
dressing percentage and profitability.

ccine, which is injected
subcutaneously, depends solely on

the animal's immune system to block
normal ovarian function. It is said to
leave no residue, and have no ill
effect on already-pregnant cows’or
their calves.

Cost is $11 per head. Vaxstrate
will be sold through veterinary
practitioners and some rural
merchants.

The companies say a complete
program of two doses between four
and 16 weeks apart will give up to
nine months control over reprodu-
ction. Cows can become pregnant
between the first and second

not uncommon,
Websters.

The vaccine came out of initial
work by CSIRO's divisions of animal
production and tropical animal
production.

Dr Tim Trigg of Peptide Tech-
nology said the peptide GNRF, on
which the vaccine is based, was
isolated in 1971.

Discovery of its eifect on
stimulation and secretion of pituitary
hormonesledto CSIRO development
of an adjuvant suitable for use in the.
commercial vaccine. Peptide

according to

leaving a
problem between doses.
In field trials in north Queensland

g P
the peptide in bulk.

Up to 80 per cent of cull cows were
non-pregnant after running with bulls
following their two-dose vaccination
schedule. This compares with high
pregnaficy rates of cull cows in the
north, where 80 per centpregnancyis

y
awarded the founderand chairman of
Websters, Arthur Webster, a
Doctorate of Veterinary Science for
his services to veterinary science.

AVA News - N265
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MONKEY TESTS RAISE HOPES FOR AN AIDS VACCINE

An experimental vaccine against a
form of AIDS in primates has proven
unusually effective in protecting the
animals againstinfection. Thevaccine
marks a‘“leap forward”in the questfor
a human vaccine, according to the
chief of the US Government's unit on
AlDS.

“Vaccine researchers have reason to
be optimistic,” says Wayne Koff, who
oversees vaccine research at the
AIDS unit of the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases in
Bethesda, Maryland. ‘It shows that
you can protect againstalentivirus [a
slow virus].”

Like HIV, the simian AIDS virus (SIV)

challenged the macaques with
injections of SIV sufficiently large to
cause disease. She also injected SIV
into 17 monkeys that had not been
immunised. Thirteen months later,
after a booster inoculation, she
challenged them again, this time with
adose of SIV that was 10 times the
size of the original.

Twoi died from

disease, a vaccine is closer at hand.

Jonas Salk of the Salk Institute in La
Jolla, California, and colleagues have
been experimenting with a related
concept. Salk has inoculated kiled
virus into human volunteers who are
already infected with HIV. The
treatment, called post-infection
Immunolherapy is supposedtoboost

unrelated causes, and another
contracted simian AIDS and died
within the first year. The remaining
nine immunised animals responded
to the viral exposure by producing
high levels of antibodies. But eight of
the nine showed no sign that they
were harbouring the virus, such as

9

Tacells. Ayearatter

Researchers have been using SIV as
amodel for HIV, especially in tests of
potential vaccines.

Michagl Murphey-Corb at the Delta
Regional Primate Research Centre
in Covington, Louisiana, immunised
12 rhesus macaque monkeys with
whole SIV killed with formalin
(Science, December 8, pl293). As
part of the inoculation, she aiso
adminstered a compound called
threonyl muramyl dipeptide, that
boosted the monkeys' immune
systems.

A month later, Murphey-Corb

y
ofthe virus, and none of the nine have
contracted disease.

The experiment, conducted in
cooperation with Louisiana State
University and Repligen, a company
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, is
encouraging for several reasons. As
with other viruses, says Dani
Bolognesi of Duke University, “It may
notbe necessary to completely block

' immune system to deter
the onset of disease. So far, Salk's
results have revealed only that the
treatment is not toxic. Salk's vaccine
lacks most of the viral envelope
protein, the part of the virus that many
researchers believe triggers immune
response.

Murphey-Corb's experimentsupports
agrowing hypothesis thatkilled whole
virus can work.

Despite the optimism, researchers
sound a note of caution. Inoculating
humans with whole virus remains
controversial. Bolognesi warns that
“wholevirus vaccines donotrepresent
a practical avenue for a vaccine
against HIV because of the possibility
of infectious particles” remaining in
the vaccine

Koff, however, remains upbeat.

vaccine”. Inthe sameissue of Science
(P1233), Bolognesi points out that if
anindividual cantolerate some degree
of infection without developing the

whose immune systems they can
watch” to see how they resist
permanent infection, he says. - New
Scientist, December 16, 1989.

The Regional Meeting of the
Australasian Region was held at
Harare on 12.9.90

L-R Dr. Pryor (Reg, Rep.)
Dr. Crothers, (Solomon Islands)
Dr. Duckworth (New Zealand)
Dr. Lameta (W. Samoa) Dr. Numiya
(Papua and New Guinea) and

Dr. D. Banks (Fiji)
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CANADA CARIBBEAN

RecionAL Tick ConNTROL PROGRAM

The Tick Amblyoma variegatum was
introduced in the Garibbean in 1828-
30 into the French Teritories. It
appears that the source Equatorial
West Africa. Because of a system of
tradingand human compatability. The
tick found itself in the neighbouring
Islands, mainly from St. Kitts to St.
Lucia. The incidence was highest in
Antigua (1895), St, Kitts, Nevis in that
D

before, during and after this
eradication in Antigua & Barbuda.

An up-date on the entire picture is as
follows:

(A)Antigua USAID USDA Pilot Project
for A.variegatum

This project has four related aspects

order ominica,
St. Lucia. Mirable dictu, it was only.
seen in Barbados in 1989.

Associated with this tick are
Dematophilosis and Heartwater. The
former has been seen in most of the
Islands except Barbados and latter
has been confirmed for Antigua by

of implementation

(a) The environment impact study is
now complete to the extent that
Flumethrin _(Bayticol pour-on)
acaricide will not be used in the

mentioned  studies. Start-up
depends particularly on the
identification of an acceptable
acaricide.

(B) Regional TCP

This project proposal was discussed

and the CVO and PS indicated that:

(i) Antigua should remain partof the
project, and is prepared to host
the training of the AHAs foreseen
in the project, if thought
appropriate.

(i Ifthe pilot eradication programme

Antigua pilot at the
moment. Plans are under way to
assess the efficacy of other

maceratedticksintosusceptible goats
at the University of Florida. While
symptoms of this particular disease
andbecause similar symptoms occur
incases of other disease, Heartwater
has ot been clinically confirmed in
Antigua, though suspected.

These entities are of major concernto
the hemisphere. So much so, a
regional program for eradication of
the tick has been drawn up through
inputs from Regional Veterinarians,
FAO, IICA and USAID/USDA. The

latter

These include TACTIC(Amitraz),
Atroban (Permethrin), Ivomecand
Poridon, all of which are registered
in the US.

(b) The Wildiife study has alréady
produced three reports on the
potential wildife hosts, including
migratory birds, in CARICOM
countries and the last exercise
which will consider Barbuda
(Deer) will be completed by the
end of June.

(¢) The economicstudywhichstarted

be considered as host country.

(C) It was indicated that in the event
that the pilot programme goes ahead
hopefully by the end of 1990, it was
proposed that some ofthe necessary
staff (Animal Health Assistants
(AHAS) would be drawn from other A.
variegatum infested islands in the
region. This would serve two
purposes, first make available to
Antigua suitably trained animal health
assistants in sufficient numbers to
initiate the eradication programme
and second give training and
experience to the AHAS which could

scheme for Antigua & Barbuda
financed by the USA. It has been
proposed that what is learnt in the.
Pilot Project will be applied to the
Regional exercise, which is about to
be exposed to International donor
agencies for funding.

In regard to this Pilot Project in
Antigua, an Economic Study was
undertaken and the results are
awaited. There have been a number
of thrusts ata Wild Life Study. In any.
event, aWild Life Study should oceur

in O 1989,
involves studies to determine the
impactof A.variegatumon growth
weightof yearling cattle (2 groups
- treated (tick-free) and untreated
controls (ticky) in four - different
locations. Total 24 tick-free and
24 tick-infested). It was to
terminate 31 March 1990, butmay
be extendedtill August to include
the whole of the tick season

(9) The pilot eradication study has not
yetstarted. ltwillstartwhenresults
are available from all the above

the eradication campaigns in their
countries of origin.

It has also emphasized the need to
re-introduce Antigua in the Donors®
Meeting document, should nego-
tiations with the US regarding the
pilot programme fail.

J L Robinson, D.V.M.
Chief Veterinary Officer
Veterinary & Livestock Division
Antigua & Barbuda.
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Atlantic Veterinary college B

The Atlantic Veterinary college,
Canada’s newestcollege of veterinary
medicine, is afaculty of the University
of Prince Edward Island in
Charlottetown. The college accepted
thefirstclass of students in September
1986. The official opening of the
schooltook place onMay 9, 1987 and
on May 13, 1990 the College
graduated ts first class of forty-seven
Doctors of Veterinary Medicine. At
the same time, four graduate students
were awarded their M.Sc. degrees.

The college (A.V.C)wasalsorecently
grantedaseven yearfull accreditation
status by the Council on Education of
the American Veterinary Medical
Association. The site visitation
inspection  team included
representation from the Canadian
Veterinary Medical Association’s
National Examining Board, the Prince
Edward Island Veterinary Medical
Association and the president of the
CVMA.

The Atlantic Veterinary College
accepts forty-one qualified students
into the DVMprogram each year from
the four Atlantic provinces of Canada,
nine international students including
those from the United States and two
from other locations in Canada for a
total of fity-two.

In addition to the usual emphasis on
medicine and surgery for both food
animals and companion animals, the
DVM program strongly  stresses
aquaculture/fish  health and
epidemiology/herd health inthe large
animal department.

The ambitious  research program
already in place is growing at very
rapid pace. Research funding atthe
College to-date exceeds'S5 millon.

‘The Class of 1990 at AVC
AVC's First Graduating Class of 4
"Doctors of Veterinary Medicine"
with Several Faculty Members
on the Right.
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Roger Bovell Guyanean
Veterinary Student in India

1 joined the University of Agricultural
Sciences, Bangalore, Indiain 1985 to
pursue my undergraduate studies in
Veterinary Science. Under the ICCR
Cultural Scholarship Scheme. Atthat
time, as much as | was interested in
Veterinary Science, | was

also apprehensive about §
studying in India. This was
50, for two reasons. Firstly
I had acquired certain
negative  stereotype
impressions about India, a
direct result of my
ignorance, and secondly
because | was doubtful
aboutthe usefulness of an
Indian dagrse Oulslde.

I can say that a Western education
certainly affords greater access to
advanced diagnostic and therapevtio
techniques,

News Canada Caribbean

CVMA ELECTS NEW
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Ottawa—The Canadian Veterinary
Medial Association recently elected
their President and Executive
Council for 1990/91.

On July 7, 1990, during the CYMA
annual convention in Hallfax, in a
motion passed unanimously by
CGVMA Council:

Dr. Ron Taylor, of St. John's,
Newfoundland, was elected
President.
Dr. Tim Ogilvie from Charlottetown,
PEL, was olected 7st Vico
President.

Dr. Don Pulfer of Weyburn,

than a text book knowledge of most
tropical diseases. The other aspects
of Veterinary education would be
similar in most countries and for the.
reason | consider Indiato be an ideal
training ground for
anyone aspiring to work
in developing or Tropical
countries.

My 5 years in India has
been a culturally_and

President of the CVMA.

Dr. Mel Crane of Kensjngton, P.E.L.,
and

Dr. Ken Mould from Winnipeg,
Manitoba, were elected Members
of Executive Coungil.

Dr. Robert Miller, from Onswa,
Ontario, was ' elected Secretary.
Treasurer of the CVMA.

richly
rewarding experience.
Over the years | have
cometo appreciate India

Id of its own with

India. of
course umounded and | mmk I've
been rather fortynate to have studied
Vet Science in India. In fact, | have
benefited immensely from the wide
exposure to clinical cases ov
infections diseases such
Babiseosis, thelemasis FMD, Habves
&other

of cultures, language, religion,
tradition and climates. Its simply
unbelievable. Also unequaled, is the
hospitality of the Indian people. Which
has touched me very deeply. | would
therefore like to use this opportunity
0 thank my Professors, Teachers,
Classmates and friends who have

which will no doubt serve me wel\ |n
uyana.

If asked to compare Veterinary
education in India with that of the
‘western countries, without hesitation,

India,
memorable experience. |am certainly
looking forward to, visiting  India
sometime in the near future.

Roger Bovell.
Guyana, South America

Serendipity is looking in a
haystack for a needle and
discovering the farmer's
daughter

-Julius Comore
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EstasLisHMENT OF PRIvATE VETERINARY PRACTICE IN UGANDA

e and

The need for private Veterinary
Practicein Ugandawas firstseriously.
discussed during the 1970 Annual
Departmental Conference of the
Department of Veterinary Services
and Animal Industry. At the
Conference a paper entitied
“Prospects for Young Veterinary
Graduates’, was presented by Dr. G.
Mukembo, then' himself a young
graduate. It was noted that Uganda
by 1968 already had forty-six (46)
veterinarians, 32 of whom were
Ugandans all under the

couldnot

Be causeo!ourpohhcalmslabm(yand
perpetual internal wars of recent
years, there has been a gradual
breakdown of the improved livestock
services followed by a sharp drop in

of these strategies
and programs form the basis of ihe
Livestock Services Projectandhence
the Veterinary Privatisation Program.

Through the intermediary of a
Commercial Bank, credit would be

While veterinary staff numbers have
been increasing, their salaries and
allowances have been decreasing in
real terms. In most cases field
allowances are never paid. Although
vehicles for field operations may be
available, there have been no

of the Department. It was feared that
‘automatic Government employment
waslikely tofloodinfuture. Prospects
in other related spheres were
examined. Future graduates were
advised to consider setting up private.
practice rather than think of
Government services only. The

their
and operation. It is therefore little
wonder that major disease and
production probl

made available to the intending
praciitioner. Terms and conditions of
lending would be agreed upon under
a tripartite agreement between
Government of Uganda, Ugande
Veterinary Association and the
participating commercial Bank. It is
expected that the proceeds of the
loan would be used to finance the’
following for each applicant:

- transport

major constraint 1o the rehabilitation
of the industry. It is the conviction of
UVA that private veterinary practice
will provide some solutions to some
of the promems Itis expeaed that

graduates lacked the capital

eplace
governmen( veterinary i

Inrecentyearsthe Uganda Veterinary
Association reopened debate on this.
subject. The idea reached the
Agricultural Task Force of the
Country’s Agricultural Policy
Comnitteewhichsubsequently made
recommendations  for its

implementations. Theimplementation
strategies were debated by the
Uganda Veterinary Associationduring
its Annual Conferences in 1988 and
1989. ltwas realisedthat Government
Veterinary ~ Services  were
deteriorating alarmingly. Unlike other
Eastand Southern African Countries,
Uganda had no tradition of private
Veterinary Practice. Veterinary

In each practice area, an agreement
will be signed with government
regarding those activities that will be
performed government
veterinarians and those by
praciitioners. This will be necessary
o avoid unfair competition.

2. The proposed Set-up

Veterinary Private Practice Program
is a component of the Livestock
Senvices Projecttobe financed by the
1.D.A. loan of the World Bank. The
LivestockServices projectpreparation
Team reviewed the status of animal
disease control, setse fly infestation,
provision of veterinary services, milk
llection,

always been provided by the
Government. This had been very
effective and played a very big role in
the rapid development of the industry
until late 1970. However, that rapid

and forage development in Uganda.
The main constraints to production

- equipment
cold storage
- office rental and housing

and some working capital.

Thesizeofthe loanwillvary according
to the individual requirements but will
be in the region of U.S. $20,000
(twenty thousand) per applicant. The
projectis to run for some six (6) years
and during the first year of operation,
it is expected that about twenty (20)
applications will be processed and
approved.

3. Supporting programs

Inordertosustainandimprove private
veterinary services to be established
under both the World Bank Project
andthe EEC PilotScheme, anumber
of supportive programs are being
undertaken:

a) Upgrading Private Practice
skills.

The veterinarians who are to go into
private practice will undergo tailored

and programs developed to mitigate
or remove those constraints.

Short but intensive courses will be
conductedatthe Faculty of Veterinary
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Medicine, Makerere University. There.
is already an ongoing program of
Continuing Education financed under

CVAF

shaping the establishment of private
practice in Uganda. These activities

the UNDP
willform the basis of our program: A
lot of emphasis will be laid on clinical
andsurgical skills,internal parasitism,
tickborne diseases, reproduction,
reproductive disease and  animal
nutrition.

are revolving around the following

i of veteri in the
fieldtoappreciate the need forprivate
practice; mobilisation of farmers to
realise the value of livestock and
commercialize their livestock
enterprises; constant consultations
withgovernmentto ensureits support
bothmorallyandlegislatively; regular

I News East, Central & Southern Africa

upgrade various legislations in line
with the general spirit of private
practice.

The following consultants would be
engaged appropriately: legal advisor,
financial advisor, business advisor,
veterinary administrative consultant,
credit consultant, promotions and
extensions consultant.

The

b) of

Facilities

in order to facilitate diagnostic
activities of the practitioners, two.
centres will have to act as referrals
andfaciltiesinthose centres willhave
to be considerably expanded and
upgraded where necessary. These
centres will be Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine Makerere University and
Animal Health Research Centre.
Certain services at these centres will
have to be run on a private basis by
the staff manning them. This will be in
line with the Private Veterinary
Practice concept.

©) Veterinary Co-operative Society
This is now under formation. The
purpose of the society is to purehase
and wholesale veterinary drugs and
equipment to the practitioners. The
supply of veterinary drugs in the

and Commercial Bank officials in
formulating the necessary modalities
for operating the loan.

In order to carry out its heavy

‘responsibility effectively, UVA

Community Pilot Scheme Of
Private Veterinary Practice.

As part of the Pan African Rinderpest
Campaign which aims at Rinderpest
eradication over & 10 year period,

Executive has been
strengthened. The project has
supplied it with a vehicle. This has
enabled the Executive to meet most
of the association members in the
field at regional level throughout the
country. The Executive is now.
establishing a full-fledged secretariat
wiith the necessary office equipment
suppliedby.the project. Initially, the
Project Manager, Secretary and two
supporting staff will be renumerated
by the project. In order to give due
recognition to the immense
importance of the project, the
Executive has appointed a

jttee from among  its

untryispr yveryirregularand
sometimes inadequate. Thisis duein
parttoinfreuentallocation of foreign
currency for their importation. The
society will be fully owned by UVA
andits membership will be open o all
members of Uganda Veterinary
Association. Initially, the society will
receive hard currency from  the
proceeds of the World Bank loan but
subsequently it will generate its own
local funds for purchase of foreign
currency from the Central Bank for
importation of veterinary drugs and
equipment. The society will ensure
that slow moving veterinary products
which normally do not attract private
Hes . )

members to handle exclusively

chroI in’conjunction with
Government of Uganda.

Under this project, EEC will fund a
pilotscheme to support veterinarians
who wish o set up private practice.
The projectwill providefunds o about
twenty veterinarians over a period of
two years. The exercise will be
introduced in close collaboration with
Uganda Veterinary Association. A
specialline of creditwill be established
with the Uganda Commercial Bank. A
special committee willbe established
in order to discuss and approve on a
casebycasebasisthecreditcontracts
foreseen under the pilot scheme for

practice in Uganda.

The subcommittee is composed of
Chairman and two members. As part
oflearning aboutprivate practice from
those who are actually engaged in
the business, some visits to
appropriate overseas countries are
being arranged though finance is the
greatest limiting factor. The first visit
will coincide with the Pan-
Commonwealth Veterinary confe-
rence in Harare in September of this
year. It is hoped that the UVA
delegation tothe Conference willtour

P
practice, are readily available in the
country.

4. The Role of UVA

before the conference starts.

The project also provides UVA with
fundstohire consultantsandadvisors

The Uganda Veterinary
is already playing a leading role in

its management systems and also

p
will be composed of the Ministry of
Animal Industry and Fisheries, the
Uganda Commercial Bank, the EEC
Delegationandthe Uganda Veterinary
Association. The monitoring of the
approved credit contracts wil be the
responsibility of UVA.

The project willalso provide funds for
the strengthening of UVA manage-
ment. This willinclude supply of office
equipment and stationery, journals
and some operational capital.

The World Bank Project and EEC
Pilot Scheme will be complimentary
to each other. UVA will run both
projects asanintegrated scheme with
separate books of account.

The EEC project will be operational
shortly.
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UGANDA LIVESTOCK SERVICES
PROJECT

ProjectPre-Implementation

1. In the period following project
preparation, until project
implementation starts, the UVAwould
establish the basis management
systems for implementing " the
Veterinary Privatisation and Training

Africa

e) Services available and their costs
ncluding: water and_electricity;
and

with MAIF and other relevant govern-
ment bodies on e conditons by
whicl

builders, pam(ers plumbers,
electricians; motorcycle and vehicle
servicing, fuel; housing and rentals;
medical facilities; and others.

veterinarians and para-veterinarians
would leave the Ministry to enter
private veterinary practice. UVAwould
also address the issue of unfair
competition from government-

2% ici aswell

employed working in

detailed information necessary for
decisions on private veterinary
practice viability. This work would be
conducted under some form of pre-
implementation financing and would
require the UVA to prepare detailed
profiles on each potential practice
area covering:

a) Livestock numbers (type, breed,
herd/flock size, production systems
and managements systems).,

b Livestock raisers, farm managers
and livestock farm/ranch owners in
respect of: the numbers, sizes
categories and locations of the
livestock production units they
manage; their occupations other than
with livestock; their incomes derived
from livestockand other sources; their
facilities for handling livestock; their
educationlevels andlikelyacceptance

ploy
pilot project, UVA would prepare a
numberoffinancialmodelsof potential
private veterinary practices.

matters affecting the transfer of
veterinary services to the private
sector

8. UVA would intiate the design and

3.
the information needed to assist the.
Bank of Uganda and the commercial
banks nfurther developingthe Credit
Guarantee scheme.

4. UVA staff would prepare
procedures and implementation
details for veterinary privatisation
credit lines, and establish the basis
for future negotiations.

5. In consultation with the Director,
E Control Divisi the Bank

of the major farmer
promotionand extensionprogrammes
on private veterinary services.

9. In close collaboration with the
Veterinary and Agricultural Faculties
of Makerere University, UVA would
prepare curricula and practical
programmes “for retraining
veterinarians who are about to enter
private practice. UVA would also
prepare guidelines for a national
Veterinary post-graduate training
for both

of Uganda, otherinvolved sections of
the Ministry of Finance and the
Ministry of Animal Industry and
Fisheries (MAIF), UVAwould prepare
the modus operandi for arranging

employed and private veterinarians.

'
10. The Veterinary Practitioner
Chapter or equivalent would be.
established within the UVA as a

ment systems, including the use of
private veterinary services; and their

of veterinary products.
6. With the legal and accounting
tant UVA wou\d review the

various and legal

©) Physical infrastructure including;
roads and road condition;
transportation, freight and public bus
routes and regularity, air strips, etc.;
communications by telephone, radio,
postal and courier services; and
electricity.

d) Established veterinaryservicesand

alternatives for:

a) the privatisation of the operations
and management of the veterinary
clinics and field and diagnostic
services of the Veterinary Faculty;
b) the privatisation of Animal health
Research Centre’s veterinary
diagnostic services by the Centre's
staff; and

of :the extentof services and range of
supplies; their facilities; the
qualifications and experience ofthose
providing the services; source of
supplies; and prices and margins
charged.

C)

prodict wholesaler primarily owned
and wholly controlled by the UVA Co-
operative society.

7. UVA would initiate. negotiations

specialst group whose
minimum membership requirements
would be acceptable as an
appropriate professional qualification
for veterinarians in private veterinary
practice.

11.UVAwould prepare the guidelines
and Terms of Reference for the
employmentofthelegal, financial and
business advisers, and the various.
consultants  in  veterinary
administration, veterinary product
wholesaling, professional and small
business credit, and promotion and
extension methods.

12. UVA would make the necessary
arrangements to employ those
advisers and consultants who would
be required during the project pre-
implementation period.

32




CVA i News East, Central & Southern Africa
New Regional Representative

A new regional representative of
East, Central & Southern Africa was
elected at the Regional Meeting at
Harare. She is Dr. Khomari from
Lesotho. Dr. Khomari is a graduate
from Iran and did her Post graduation
from UPSALA, Sweden. She is
working as Principle Vterinary Officer
inthe Ministry of Agriculture atMaseru,
Lesotho

Dr. Khomari with the President of
CVA Dr. Blackburn

Regional Meeting of the East, Central
Southern Africa
L-R Dr. Dube (Swaziland),
Dr. Khomari (Lesotho) &
Dr. Ndamba (Malawai)

Dr. Ndizinge, (Botswana) with
Dr. Odour (Uganda)
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HISTORY OF THE GHANA VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

Withthe Ghanaian

trained veterinary surgeons abroad
in the 60's, the idea of forming a
Veterinary Association was mooted
in early 1963 and the first inaugural
meeting attended by fourteen (14)
veterinarians was held on June 14,
Founder members, Dr.Cecil Jackson
was elected as the President with
Dr.S.B.K. Quartey as Secretary and
Prof.Oppong as the Treasurer.

A draft constitution with following
objectives was drawn
upandthe association
officially registered on
25th February 1964
under Act 179 of the
companies Code of
1963.

The objectives are:

a) To foster and en-
couragetheloyalty |
of all members of &
the veterinary
profession to the
ethics of the
profession.

b) To promote -the &
study of, and re- |
search into vete-
finary science.

o

To publish or assist in the
publication of research papers,
articles and other information on
veterinary subjects.

d) Toencourage its members o play
the fullest partinthe development
of the nation and to ensure that
their service to the state are the
highest possible standards.

&) To collaborate closely with allied
professions.

Forthe associationto meetits financial

obligations, dues were levied at 3

quineas (3.3s ) per annum and other

sought from firms and
organizations. The going was quite
tough and on many occasions the
founding members had to bail the
association out.

On 20th November 1964, a four man
committee was set up to have a
register of veterinary surgeons
gazetted and they were given the
following terms of reference:

a) To study the Medical and Dental

Dr. Barnor (Ghana) Dr. B. Touray (Gambia) & Dr..Imo (Nigeria)

until now nothing has come from this
pioneeringwork. The reasons forthis
lapse are numerous, but it can
generally be attributed to lack of
goodwill from agencies concerned
with such enactment.

The association also tried to meetits
objective of assistingin the publication
of research papers, articles and other
information on veterinary subjects by
establishinganewsletterwhich, owing
to economic reasons was in the form
of a cyclostyled
newsletter. Dr.
| Zwartwasthefirst
editor of the
newsletter.

Perhaps  the
greatest
achievement of
theassociationfor
its members has
been the
elimination of the
large disparity in
salaries between
£, medical doctors
and veterinary
surgeons.  The
association
argued that the
trainingof medical
officers (6 years)
, veterinary surgeons (5 or 6 years) ,
and dental surgeons (5 years) was

Act 1959;

b) To see if it could be modified to
ySurg

Act; and

¢) find a means of (0).

only
being the species of mammals made
as the centre of their medical training.
Yet while ahuman doctor received a

The four man committee witfi Dr. K.0.
Gyening as convenor with Drs. L.L
Oyekola, S.B.K. Quartey and EN.
Oppong as members were able to
complete theirmammothtaskin 1968
and the proposed act was submitted
to Government in the same year for
enactment. It is unfortunate that up

salary of 1,080.00 p.a., a veterinary
surgeon was paid only 920, a
difference of 160. Inthe second year,
the difference became even more;
while the veterinarian crawled at 950
the medical officer jumped to
1,280.00, a difference of 330. The
association felt this disparity in pay
would discourage people from taking

34



| News West Africa

up the noble profession of veterinary
practice as a profession for it was
strongly felt that anybody who could
qualify as a veterinary surgeon could
certainly qualify as a medical doctor.
This fight for the right of veterinary
surgeons went on until December

CVAF

Surgeons  Act, taking into
considerationwhathasbeen obtained
in other countries like Britain,
Zimbabwe, and Nigeria, etc. has
been presented to the PNDC
government through the Secretary
for Agriculturewhohas acknowledged

the immunization of dogs and cats
against rabies this year. The rest of
the activities have been spread outto
cover other regions of the country.
Actually, the original programme was
quite comprehensive and was
supposed to have involved most of

the Veterinary
hadto

finally equated the of
veterinarians and medical doctors to
be at par.

to be takgn onit.

On the publicity aspect, the

The other ichis being fought
presently is the right to take ful
responsibility for meat inspection.
Presently, the inspection of meat is

decided to celebrate its

be curtailed in view of the first Pan-
African Veterinary Conference and
participants are only expected from
the West African Veterinary

iiver underthe theme
“The Veterinary Profession in a
Developing Economy”. A lot of

On the international scene, the
i i in the Pan-

Y
personnel of the Ministry of Health
and  although  numerous
representations have been made to
the government, the situation has now
reached an impasse and in some
localities veterinary personnel are
performing ante-mortem inspection

th

farmers fora, television and radio
programmes, jubilee lectures and
crowning of the activities with a
general mesting involving all the

African Veterinary Association
Conference in Lagos last year but
unfortunately most African Veterinary
Associationsdidnotturnup. Although

Itis also envisaged to launch a half-

to a lot of international conferences

and to publish

e
post-mortem.  This duplication of
duties does not auger well for a
developing country like Ghana.

articles by members.

The silver jubilee activities have
actually started and the launching of
i inMay thi

= i g
almost two years ago decided to
publicise the activities of the
association and also to pursue the
legislation of veterinary surgeons.
This objective is being seriously
pursued and a new draft Veterinary

year. This was followed by a farmers

to attend most of them owing to
financial constraints. However, with
the presentmassive drive of retrieving
all outstanding dues from members
andinstitutionoflevies, itis envisaged
that by the end of the year, the
association especially the
o 1

‘eterinary
which has close links

yPr i
in Ghana. The association in
conjunction with Animal Health and
Production Department sponsored

with the GVMA.

Commonwealth Society for the Blind.

POWERFUL NEW ATTACK ON RIVER BLINDNESS

A renewed attack on onchocerciasis — river blindness — in West Africa is being made by Sight Savers, also known as the Royal

ith 0

~

20 and 30 mill

production.
bl

River bli s
It is particularly virulent in West Africa wh

0, i blin
peop]

ere it can have severe economic consequences because whole communities have

been forced to abandon fertile riverside villages and resettle in safer but more arid areas, with a consequent loss of food

passing on microscopi

The di i an earli host. )
and burrow under the skin, producing millions of offspring called microfilariae. These move through the body, causing intense

itching, weight loss and, most serious of all, eye lesions which can lead, ten years or so later, to blindness.

U
However, in the late cighties a r
Sharp &

stage of blindness.

Volutionary new treatment became available. The pharmaceutical manufacturers Merck
Dohme discovered that a drug originally developed as a treatment for worms in animals, ivers
in humans against the microfilariac, killing invaders for up to a year, and thus preventing the disease from developing to the

‘mectin, could be used

trol W

of in

ht

vers, tog i in the O fest Africa.
‘As part of a massive collaboration between this programme, national governments and voluntary agencies, Sight Savers will
develop community distribution networks in Commonweaith West Africa (Nigeria, Ghana and Sierra Leone) and also, in
collaboration with other agencies, in non-Commonvwealth Francophone countries such as Guinea, Mali and Sencgal

Whole new health delivery systems will be set up to ensure that the drug is distributed consistently in the medically corzect
amounts, with heavy investment in transport
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Britain's Royal Veterinary College Celebrates its Bicentenary

Congratulations to the Royal Veterinary College, London, on its Bicentenary 1991

" The Royal Veterinary College 200
years of Veterinary Education

The establishment of the London
Veterinary College in Gamden Town
in 1791 marked the introduction of
formal veterinary education to
England. There were already some
veterinary schools on the continent
and the College's first principal was a
Frenchman, Charles Vial St Bel,
Professor of Veterinary medicine at
the school in Lyon.

Most, if not all, of the veterinary
schools now existing in the English
speaking world owe a debt to the
London college, having been
established by people who can trace,
directly or indirectly, the origins of
their qualifications to Camden Town.
An early alumnus, Wiliam Dick,
established the school at Edinburgh
in 1823.

The London school, which became
the Royal Veterinary Collegein 1875,
is intensely proud of its place in the
history of the veterinary profession
and wishes members to share the
celebrations of its 200th birthday in
1991.

The celebrations will be in two parts:
aseries of scientific meetings at, orin
association with, the college and a
‘three day event’ of functions and
receptions between April 25 and 27,
1991.

This will be the first time that the
University of London hasallowed one
of ts honorary degree ceremonies to
be a college event. The honorary
graduates will be proposed to the
university by the Royal Veterinary
Collegeand, sincethe Princess Royal
is both Chancellor of the University
and a Fellow of the Royal Veterinary

College, itis hopedthat she will confer
the degrees.

Itis hopedthat Royalty willalso attend
thereceptionatStJames's Palaceon
the evening of April 25. This will be

BICENTENARY CELEBRATION
1991 - PROGRAMME

Thursday April 25th 2.30 pm

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
HONORARY DEGREE
cl

followed by y th
Royal Lancaster Hotel, arranged by
the students.

The second day, April 26, will provide
an opportunity for members of the
profession and theirgueststotour the
Hawkshead campus, visit the trade
fairandwatchvarious exhibitions and
events. Inthe eveningthe bicentenary
banguet will be held at the Guildhall
which, as tradition dictates, will be a
Parliamentary, City and business
affair.

The third day, Saturday 27, wil be
informal. The college will be open to
the public as well as the profession
andits quests. A party ofthe college’s
guestswillgotothe races at Sandown
park to see the Whitbread Gold Cup,
the Guardian Trophy and a perhaps
less well known race, the Royal
Veterinary College Trophy.

The Royal Veterinary College hopes
that all in the profession will share
these celebrations. It welcomes
suggestions from individuals as well
as groups as to how they may be
enhanced. As it is expected that the
events will be oversubscribed, those
wishing o participate, are urged to
wiite for further details to_the
Bicentenary Office at the Royal
Veterinary College, Hawkshead
House, Hawkshead Lane, North
Mymms, Hatfield, Hertfordshire
ALS7TA, to register their intention to
participate.

in the presence of
The Chancellor, HRH The Princess|
Royal

THE ROYAL VETERINARY
COLLEGE, ROYAL COLLEGE

6.30pm
ST JAMES'S PALACE
RECEPTION
in the presence of Royalty

8.30 pm
BICENTENARY BALL
at
THE ROYAL LANCASTER HOTEL]

Friday Apri 26th
PROFESSIONAL TRADE FAIR
DAY

at

THE ROYAL VETERINARY

COLLEGE, HAWKSHEAD
PUS

800pm
BANQUET

atthe
Guildhall
Saturday April 27th
PUBLIC OPEN DAY

at
THE ROYAL VETERINARY
COLLEGE, HAWKSHEAD
CAMPUS

SANDOWN PARK RACES
includin, 2
THE ROYAL VETERINARY

COLLEGE CUP
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India: The Milking Buffalo Project in
‘TamilNadu, Southern India started at
the beginning of January with the first
pegforthe buffaloshedat . Kallupatti
being driven into the ground. Within
three days, the complete site had
been pegged out, hole digging for
upright posts commenced and
materials for the construction were
being delivered on site.

The Project start up had been made
possible by a single large donation
from a charitable trust that matched
the ODA contribution for the initial
infrastructure costs.

Atthesametime asthe Projectstarted
we launched ‘An Adopt A Buffalo
appeal’. Todate we have received a
magnificenttotal of £4,249.70 for this.
purpose. We haveatargetof £12,000
to raise so we are over a third of the
way towards this. A donation of £190
is sufficient for the purchase of one
buffalo. We willbe giving donors a full
account of their buffalo when

CVA

VETAID NEWS

Society (PSS) are working with all
speed to be ready for the buffalo as
soon as possible. Their last letter
reported that the main shed uprights

organisation in the veterinary field.

Commencing with a shaky financial
status, the Organisation has grown

railing,
roofing and concreting of the floor
was in.progress.

The History Of Vetaid

The formation of Vetaid was born
from a suggestion by agraduate from
the Veterinary Schoolin Lyon, France.
He came to the Centre of Tropical
Veterinary Medicine (CTVM).
Edinburgh in 1987 to study for a MSc
degree.

In 1982 in Lyon, A charity called
Veterinaires Sans Frontieres (VSF)
was formed with the aim of aiding
poor village farmers in livestock
development.

The student proposed the formation
of a British equivalent of VSF and
along with three other veterinary

it is fairing with its new owner. The
purchase of the buffaloes will
commence once the new shed has
been completed and all the required
equipment and feeds have been

“bought in. The Peoples Service

the CTVM setup'Vetsfor
the World'. This was in the spring of
1988 after consultation with other aid
agencies. There was an unanimous
agreement supporting the need for a
small specialist non-governmental

h: d rapidly. In late 1988 the
name was changed to Vetaid and in
mid 1989 it changed to a charitable
limited company with an expanded
Board of Directors.

In 1989, Vetaid was one of the
founding members of VSF Europa
consisting of similar groups in eight
European countries. Thiswasin order
to facilitate co-ordination of activities
between groups e.g. the recruitment
of staff and supply of equipment to
two member groups working in the
same area.

Vetaid funds are provided by
veterinary surgeons throughout the
country, drug companies and private
trusts. The Overseas Development
Administration and Comic Reliefhave
provided financial donations for
specific projects.

However, despite the changes in the
management and budget, the intiial
objectiveof helpingthe poorest people
of the world improve their nutrition
andhealth by improving the wellbeing
of their livestock wil always remain.

INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

Miss Francis O'Connell, Vice President of International Veterinary students associations represented IVCA at the Pan
Commonwealth Veterinary Conference, Harare.

The IVSA gives unique opportunities for students from different countries to meet each other and exchange views. ltalso
gives an opportunity for veterinary students to leam about certain diseases they are not familiar with in their own country
Miss O'Connell, who is the Senior British Representative of IVSA was sponsered for a 6 week programme at SOWOTO -
SPCA nS.Africa. The IVSA has a development fund which can be used for sponsering students from developing countries
fo visit other Co.ntries or congresses. The IVSA also donates books to developing countries. Every year more than 100
overseas students apply. fo come to UK. About 6-8 are selscted to visitpractice in the country. There e also group

exchanges. One such

d Scotish Veterinary Schools. IVSA organises

two congresses every year. The summer Congress this year will be held in Netherland and the next year in Finland. The
Winter Congress is held in Switzerland and Austria. For further details on IVSA, write to

Miss Francis O'Connell

11, Hill crest, Potters Bar, Herts EN 62 RT UK.
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GENERAL ARTICLES

DIFFERENTIATION OF ANAEMIAS IN DoGs AND CATs - A HELPFUL ApPROACH REmMovEs MucH DirricuLty.

by D H Read, Ruakura Animal Health Laboratory

The anaemic dog or cat presents a
special diagnostic challenge to the
clinician because there are many
causesof anaemiaandfewdiagnostic
clues are present at physical
examination. Laboratory assistance
is therefore usually sought and this
brief account seeks to explain the
concept of marrow respansiveness

By way of background, reficulocytes
areyoungredcells, socalledbecause
they show a prominent reticulin
network when stained with a vital
stain such as new methylene blue.
They are easier to see, and hence

cats in about 48 hours and peak at
about seven days.

Therefore, an initial CBC and
reticulocyte count should always be
followed up by a repeat Ht and

. Repeat

easierto count,
(polychromatic red cells) which are
evident in routine blood smears

epeal
observations avoid wrong diagnoses
and they effectively monitor
of the

asakey es
of Shaem>HlGpto! hasTAISlbgiea
findin

c

as Leishmann or Wrights.

anaemia.

Inpractice,

The laboratory terms
and ia have the same

anaemias often fall into two distinct
classes: responsive and non-
el Sl g

meaning, young
circulating red cells. Both indicate a
responsive marrow, but

is
usefulbecause only twomechanisms
lead to responsive anaemias: blood
loss or haemolysis.

A check list of causes of blood loss or
haemolysis are in Tables 2 and 3. If,
on the other hand, the anaemia is

because it is a quantitative assess-
ment of marrow response and is
therefore useful in monitoring the
progression/amelioration of the
anaemia, eg in relation to therapy.

Interpretation of a reticulocyte count
it (Ht). One

and haemalysiscanbe rled out and

study has documented expected
counts in responsive

themany
Lot causes of this type of
anaemia.

As well as being simple and useful,
the classification accordingtomarrow
responseis practical. Thisis because
mostresponsive and non-responsive
anaemias can bereadily distinguished
from each other by use of a simple

anaemias of dogs and catsfordifferent
ranges of haematocrit (Table ), e the
lower the haematocrit, the more
reticulocytes are expected, and vice
versa.

But numbers of reticulocytes in
peripheral blood also depend on the
stage ofthe anaemia Afer a sgni-

are sometimes lower than  the
expected value. In such cases the
anaemiaisstillresponsiveifthe actual
countis>60fordogs and>40forcats
(x 10° 11). The actual count may be.
lower because the animal was
sampled too soon for the expected
response or because the response is
onlypartial. In general, haemorrhagic
anaemias, particularly those with
external blood loss, eg Gl bieeding
disorders, are less responsive than
haemolytic anaemias.

In summary, separation of anaemias
into responsive and non-responsive
types provides a sound practical
working strategy for the differential
diagnosis of cannine and feline
anaemias

Acknowledgement : Tabulated data
was taken and modified from the
textbook : Veterinary Laboratory

laboratory
This test numerates circulating
reticulocytes in peripheral blocd and
can be performed in tandem with the
CBC on the same sample of blood, ie
EDTA blood.

The classification also helps the
clinician decide if a marrow tap is
worth considering. Marrow taps are
unlikely toyield diagnosticinformation
when the anaemia is responsive
whereas they may well do 5o in non-
responsive anaemias.

ficant
episode, reuculocytesbemglcappear

in the peripheral blood of dogs and _

Medicine, Cl 4
J R and Prasse, K W, lowa State
University Press, lowa 1986)

Table 1. Expected Reticulocyute Numbers in Responsive Canine and Feline Anaemias in
Relation to the Haematocrit (HT)

Canine
Expected

Ht Present No. of Retics
(%) (x10'1.1)
537 30- 60
2537 80200
1525 200- 500
<15 500 - 800

Feline
Expected
Ht Present No. of Retic:
(%) (x10°1.1)
24 20-40
1624 40-100
816 100 - 250
<8 250 - 400
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Table 2. Causes of Blood Loss in Dogs and Cats

Acute haemorrhage
Trauma
Surgery

Gl ulcers
Haemostatic defects.

Disseminated intravascular

9
von Willebrand's disease

Extralabel use of Animal Remedies

inNew

Chronic

Parasitism Zealand for certain species and for

Hockworms) specific diseases. These constitute
Flcas (sonates) the legal uses of licensed animal
Sl ) remedies, but Veterinarians may,
Thrombocylopaenia using their professional judgement,
Haemophiia use products off label for animals
Gl neoplasma under their care. The following

quidelines, established by the Animal
Remedies Board, are for the
assistance of both licensees dand

Table 3. Causes of Haemolytic Anaemias in Dogs / Cats

Inu:vascular Haemolysis
Immune-mediated
Aulo\mmune haemolytic

\ncompalm!e transfusions
Neonatal isoerythrolysis
Heinz body-type
Onions (in hamburgers)
Acetaminophen (cats)
Methylene blue (cats)
Ketamine HCI (cats)
Copper (Bediington Teriers)
Venom (bee stings)
Physical
Massive trauma
|Extrsive bums

Lysal onenol

Phagocytosis Haemolysis
RBC parasites
Haemobartonella spp.
Immune-mediate
Autoimmune haemolytic
anaemia
Lupus erythematosus
Feline leukaemia virus
RBC parasites
Haematopoietic neoplasms
emangiosarcoma
Intrinsic RBC defect
Pyruvate kinase deficiency
(Basenji)
Microangiopathic_(fragmentation)
D\ssemmaled intravascular
ulatior
Hasmariossrcoma

Table 4. Mechanisma and Causes of Non-Responsive Anaemias
in Dogs and Cats.

Reduced Erythropolesis
Erythropoietin lack
Chronic venal disease

Anaemia ol chronlc di
oo infiamimation
Advanced cancer

Myelophthisis

Lymphosarcoma
Granulocy(xc leukaemia *
Metastatic cancer *
Myelofibrosis

Cytotoxic marrow damage
Cytotoxic drugs *
Oestrogen *

Infections
Feline leukaemia virus
Panleukopanenia virus.

Immune-mediated

Defective Erythropoiesis
Disorders of nucleic acid synthesis
B12 deficiency
Folate deficiency
Disorders of heme synthesis
Pynduxlne Eic
Lead poi
chi \ovamphenlco\ poisoning
Abnormal maturation
rythremic myelosis
Erythroleukaemia

* These often have pancytopaenia
which distinguishes them (mm lhe
non-asterisked causes

Pure red cell aplasia/aplastic anemia *
Autoimmune hemolytic anemia (10-20% of cases)

a. i
only be given directly and
personally to veterinarians, and
only following a specific request.

b. It must be made clear for what
species and for what indication
the productis currently registered.

. Veterinarians are tobe reminded of
their responsiblities when using
the product in an exira-label
manner.

d. Only published scientific
information or other well-
documented information may be
communicated.

e. Above all, this advice should be
regarded as a service to assist
veterinarians in their use of adrug
and must not be regarded as a
specific promotion of that drug.

Information may be given on
specific contraindications in the
extrarlabel use of a product.

g. Since drug elimination rates vary,
dependent on the species being
treated, the veterinarian should
advise an extended withholding
time to allow drug residues to
reach a safe level.

Research and development covers
the work in experimental stations, in
designated properties and in the
market. It is therefore appropriate to
differentiate various categories of
provisional licences.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.
‘Differentiation of Anaemias in
Dogs and Cats’ was provided by
the Small animal Society of the
NZVA. -Vetscript Jan-Feb 1990
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ABSTRACTS

Feline InmunoD Virus ion: Disease

and Clinical Signs

One hundred and forty-one ciinically il cats for which detailed case records and Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV) serology were
available, were used to study the risk factors associated with FIV infection. Individual FIV serology results were correlated with a number
of variables derived from historical, ciinical and pathological information. Variables were considered alone and in combination.

In the MUVH hospital population tested for FIV, 30% were positive. There were no statistically significant associations between FIV
infoton and tho oceurence of anaemia, datfoea, lymphadenomegal, pyrexia, oral caviy disease, upper and lowerrespwamry tract
infections, cat fight abscesses or neoplasia. However, there was a trend for anaemia, I piratory tract mieclvon

and pyrexia in combination to be associated with FIV infection. The only finding ot statistical s4gnmcance was that compared w\lh age-
matched FIV negative cats, FIV positive cats were more likely to have died irrespeciive of caus

Although imited numbers and the lack o an aetclogi diagnosis Imited nterpretation coie disease categories, it was concluded that
with thos

by workers in other countries. However, considering the high prevalsnce of FIV. mlecuan \H hea“hy West Auslrahan cats, l(s ﬂ)le in the
pathogenesis of disease in the *sick” cat population is likely to be
S.E. Shaw, Murdoch University Murdoch, W.A., 6150. (09 332 2777).

TREATMENT OF CANINE LYMPHOSARCOMA WITH A NEW COMBINATION CHEMOTHERAPY PROTOCOL

L de 3 male, 14 1987-1989. 7. g
3-14 years). The tumour classifications were: multicentric (27), dermal (3), primary hepatic (2), intestinal (diffuse) (2), rectal (single site;
1) and mycoses fungoides (1).

ffieenicons Hors reaied combination chemotherapy proocol rat included the following drugs: vincristine, 1-asparaginase,
rubicin, (GMcEwen, pers. comm. 1986).

hieved
neknlol e 13 dogs e dogs that relapsed were naasa i s weoker relapse) was
7.5 months. The median remission for dogs with multicentric disease (nine dogs) or involvement of only one node (one dog) was 10.5
monlhs‘ and the median remission time for dogs that achieved complete remission was 10.75 months. Five dogs survived for over 12
months, four of which are siill alive (range 12-28 months).

Side effects were judged to be minimal (occurring very occasionally) in 10 dogs and significant in three dogs (requiring reduction or
cessation of treatment).
In concl remission times than others described in the literature, particularly for dogs
IS e e ‘complete remission. The regime is no more difficult to administer, despite its apparent
complexity, but is apploxwmalely 50% more expensive than other profocols.

I E. , David B. Church and David L. Watson, Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences, University of Sydney,
N.S.W., 2006. (u2 692 3437)

CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Sir,

Environmental Action.

Veferinarians and the Environment'is the theme for the Australian and New Zealand Veterinary Associations joint
annual conference to be held in Sydney, May 13th to 17th 1991

Itis our belief that the veterinary profession has a pivotal role in the research, development and implementation of

of Practical Measures".

As the veterinarian with responsibily for the private practice segment, | invite suggestions on measures veferinarians
can ncorporle o thet pracces o hep safegaurd ourenvionment
Such measures might include:
Providing kittens with free collar and bell at vaccination time.
. Establish a recycling depot in an unused corner of the practice carpark.
le I look

Meanwil | look forward 1o receiving numerous ideas a6 examples (in Engiish please) making fora global efort
Many thanks,

Yours faithfully,

Tom Lonsdale. 21st September 1990,
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CALENDAR

1991
May 1217 AVA and NZVA National Gonference, Darling Harbour Convention Centre, Sydney.
August 1016 Sixth Intern. Soc Vet Epidemiology and Economics, Ottawa.

August 18-24  Twenty-fourth World Veeterinary Congress. Rio de Janeiro. Details: Secretariat, World Veterinary
Assn, Isabel La Catolica 12, 280/3 Madrid, Spain.

August 20-24  Seventh Intern. Cong for Animal Hygience, Leipzig, GDR.

October 2.5 WSAVA Confe , Vienna, Further Mrs A Jirasek, 4,A-1040
Vienna, Austria.

1992

May 1217 AVA National Conference.
Adelaide.
V International Conference on Goats, India. Details later.

STOP THE PRESS

‘ Dr. J. Archibald Secretary/Treasurer of Commonwealth
f Veterinary Association has resigned. Dr. Bert Stevenson,

R e )

Council Member (Canada) is the acting Secretary/Treasurer of
the CVA. Dr. Archibald tendered his resignation as he is not
keeping good health.

On behalf of the Commonwealth Veterinary Association we
wish Dr. Archibald a speedy recovery.

Dr. Blackburn with President Mugabe and President Sir Dawda Jawara at the opening
ceremoney of the Pan Commonweaith Veterinary Conference. Harare

- Courtesy : Veterinary Record

| Subscription for CVA News is 5 US dollars. Kindly send cheque to the Secretary Treasurer, CVA.—”
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